
Cbotce tteratute.
A l>OSSIJILITY.

"I'm notbîng but a possîbility 1" pauted Edni Gray,
looking suddenl iup iaulhes uncle, as he sat on a black mîass
af ditwoad once part of a great wreck : lHerr Lundi says
perhaps i shali! make a proficient insician ; faher says sanie
lime 1 may make t 1 ite a capable wvoman ; and aid BirdRet
declares 1 nîay bec.int imite a goad-loaking ane. At preseni
1 am only a igatint, mîeagre question mark-a useless, restless
interrogation point.'

The quiet gray eves ai Edna s istener f nught ber tushed,
imptent face an insant, and then, with a qîuiet smite, te-
îurnedthue long, wliiie-cres:ted 'vaves, whiîch were breaking
acma(ter the aiher aon the wide beach. E ina derived gteat cacu-
fort rani the smule, (or uncle Gregory atways smiuted with.
anCi nos at ane. She ever found il easy ta talk ta hua, farble
neyer confused ber illi the traublesoiîie question, "lWhat do
you mnîan ? "-a vert' troublesoine question when anc does
nat know--and generally undersîoo ber tnearuîog before it
was expressed.

44Yes, you are a passibiiity," he repeated, l'and yan per-
haps will neyer understand the blessing ai it-not until Voir
know tht meaning ai an inipossibility."

Naw tibis respanse 'vas (fuite unlîke Uncle Gregory. it
'vas nat is way ta repiy in i rddles, and Edn was vagueiy
disturbed. Nar was there an apportuioty for an explanation ;
before tbe next strang w.ave badl taken up tht quîvcrîng line
afifoan leit by ilus predecessor theur teie-a-tete 'vas inter-
tupited,

Gregory Gray was a physican, and as suchbche 'as sud-
denît' sunîaoned ta the great hotel opposite wbîcb ibat
portion ut the wreck had happened ta be iadged by tht wind
and tides.

F.dna was nuch annoyed. Not, she assured berseli,
simpit' because tir cosy luttle atk must bc suspended, but
on ber uncle's accouuV. Hte'vas a busy man, and greatît'
needed tht few days' vacation he bad taken : to-morraw lbe
would retura again ta the bot, crowded cîty, and sit 'as to
bad ta bave the last day burdened 'itit proiessional dulies.
Truc, be bad said he wouid be back in a minute; but Edna
knew by experiencc what a doctor's minute meant, and bad
fintie hope ai resumiog their conversation ibat aiteriiaon.

Rising, with an irritated frown, site shokl tht sand ram
ber jauouy bIne skint, picked up the dîscarded salar, and
climbrd ta the positian on thet mass ai wreckage that ber
uncle had occupied before. Frani Ibis superior height she
became suddenly aware thatithey Iîad nat been ahane aiter
ail, for there, on tht other sîde ai tht debrîs. sat a girl of
about ber awi âge, plainly clad n sanie dank stimii. wiich,
like thee tile lizard, mightu have taken its colaur from the
backgtonr.d, su lîke tht weck si was in general clieci ana
tant.

The strarger lai.led up. and tht uwa pairs ai bine eyes
bad an odd encoîînternîenu. 1E-dna's %vcre a:îgry and accus-
ing, 'vble the others bac! ainost a w'visti It lght in theni as site
said :

"Sa you atc tht possabity lInmy nmii1pictsired
yau (luie diflerentv,' repro.-ichulhy. Il Why. ycîî said you
'vert gannu, and crooked like a question mark,!"

"lhI is veny impoliteta libien la other penple's conversa-
tian," said Edr.a, stveiety.

"1He kacu i1'vas berc. Hu saw nie-tuie zîan with tht
kind eyes tha't you cali uncle," repiied tht nîben, apologeti-
cahit';;l'besicles, 1 cauld nol go -.wzty.'

Il VhY Cauldn'î you ?" asked Edna. fargettirig ber raie ai
correctar in tht inhereat love ai asking questions.

A laint colour arase ta the paie face below ber, and tht
girl lauZhed nervously. "%Veil, if youïrt a possibîhty, 1
guess 1 must bc tht impossîbîlmty that your oncle spoke ai.
1 can't walk ;"I and the gildiew ber coarse skmrî nmore cioseiv
about thepor deformea feet tbat had belore escaped Edna's
notice.

Sometbing rase snddeniy intu Edoa's ibroat and made it
ache srangly ; a great 'vave ai soinetiiing, whicb sceeaed ta
rush aver bier ancd slow îcward the girl below. Siipping (nom
ber loity perch she made ber way ta thtemnotuinate girl's
sîde and sat down, laoking i ber wilh great, synîpauhetic
cyes. But ubat could blue say ta ibis girl, wha 'vas an ani-
possibiity ? This pon gsil ul coild neyer hopeto bc e
strang, accomzplished waîîîan, who could neyer even hope tn
walk ! Tht wrds l lier U nçe Gregory caime forcîbly back
ta ber : IlVes, you are a posbibility, and yau, pehaps, 'vili
neyer under.tand tht biessing af it-not untîl yau know the
meaning ai an intpossibiiuy."

"1 have tao ay here unu; iWihitcamnes for me," expiained
tht girl, recognizing Edna's change ci manner wîth an amisei
smiuie. Site 'as accusoned ta a certain sort ut compassion,
a supe-tficiai compvassion givea by every passer-by-yeu sweet,
ton, in ilis vat.

"I s Wiiie your brther? " asked Edna, gtniy, for 'vant af
something beter sa sat'.

IlNo, hc is my cousin ; Ilive ai bis home. Vou sec i
ton, have an uncle," ' aaid the girl, proudît', but tht prîde
vanished as site cnnciuided, "Ibut 1 have nu lather or
mother-There i1tent caîises Wi!iet a.*

Edna loolced up tu se i borefoted, ircckie.faceci ladl
'vheeling a chexp rofiîng chair aiong tht beach;. Ht stared
irîdiffcrenzty at ber, but greetdi cousin wmth a bight srsaut,
as lie tosseci a bunch ai dark red flowers ir.îo ber lap.

O0h' ah i ubai aie uose ?"Ilcried Edna, lifinig ane ai
the blossois.as she spolie.

"WVaier-watches, five.o'cloclcs, ten'o'cloclf, umbrelia, aid-
witch, fnying pan anci tin cup," raied off the boybut so
rapicliy tai Edna could distnguish only bal( bc said.

"Wilici, Wiilie," saici is cousin, with a gentit' repnoving
accent,1 " why dan'u yoî: tell wberc îhey gnou."

" Up country, off short." was tht lad's bncie statement,
tht off shore pnonounced 'iîb a curions stress on the insi
word.

IlTht are caiie both uaîer.civ.cks and waîer.'vaiciits,
and they giow in tht cranbernv bugs in gret a umbers," ex -
piaissed the girl. "Tht cbildren 'vilot pick tem on tbeir
way tn tht distant schol for fear it'vill rain in cansequetice.
The isi rauof thick cd hà eaves ihey call ' ive. o'clocks,'tht
next rau ' ten'o'ciocks.' Then, dra'ving ihose dovn a l111e,
you sec the round fnying pan uhich hoids the yeiiow par.-

"*Tht stameas," corrected Edna.
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IlAnd ini the centre, the aid witch and bier umnbteila."
Edna uttered an exclamnation ai pleasuire. IlWhat a cun-

ning littie green umibrella 1 sîe.cried.
be pleasure quite won over the heretofaretliWiie

l['Il bring yoit saine îaoiotrw," he saille shyly, as hie assist-
cd bis cousin inta the chair.

Il au are very 'velcrnie to sortie ai these,' exclainied tbe
young girl, cxtending tire bouquet touvard 1Edna ; "lbut %Villie
can, most likely, brinug youî piettier anes îa.niorrow ; for the
nid witch bias opened lier fautal greeni umbrella too wide in
these."

"That means ît's gaîng t' raia,' annotinced Willie.
"lOh, nu 1ili only nicans thai the flowers are nid, Willie,"

corrected bis cousin ,îbheî tu E dna . '"Do Vou îbînk vou can
mitaage ta be here aituati ae îo*mîîarrow ta get thi ? i
cane here 'mast everv day, forithe wreck inakes a comforta-
bic seat, and il is thtecasser wheeliniz (or \Villie.'

"lAs ta that, i couid wheet you anywhtre an the beach,"
began the lad, gallantly , " you're as iight as nothing." In
srjite af whîch brave assertion, Edina nouîced tintilbis face
grew very rcd and bis breath camîe short and bard as the
chair cut deeper and deeper inta the white sand.

IlGood-bye, my possibility." sang ont the girl, tîirning in
bier chair ta catch the last glimpse ai Edna, wbo rcmained on
the wreck.

But Edna could oniy saule and wave ber hand ; Ibat paie,
wistiul face seenied ta choke bier tierazîce.

She sat a long time gazing îiiotionlessly at the great seat
belore lber. The tide care ne and santie oi tht waves even
gurgied about the wrcck where she sat without aliracttng ber
attention. At length. hawever, the sound ai bier awn name
aroused bier tram lber reverie, and she glancod up ta iiad thai
ber uncle bad returncd.

Il Vbat, Edna, silM bere 1 lie cried. sprisîg*ng ta ber side
with what, had she been less preoccupied, she wouid have
considered remarkable agility. " >ray, wbat tbought bas soe
campietely taken possession af your facuilties tbat you cannot
hear a voice ten [cet away Are yciu stîll considening possi-
bilities ?"

"lNo. sir; an împassibîlîty this time.'
Dr. Gregory Gray gave ven:ta a luw whistlc.
"Uncle Gregory."
\Vell ?"'

"\ou said 1 îvnuld acier tinderstaad the blessing ai bting
a possibîlity until 1 understaod the rneanîng of aniiiipossi-
biiity. 1 understand it nov. i s.w lier ju.st alter you left."

Her? "
"Yes, the lame girl who sat on the opposite side ofithe

wreck."
"lSa sue is tht impossibility, es she ?" questioaed Unc.e

Gi 'goty. graveiy,; and Edna descrîbed ta bîm lwiîaî had jusi
taken place. " But 1 cannai sec wby you shuuld pîty ber su
rnucb," lie coîiiaented, wvhen lFdna flnislied bier tale, Ilwhen
youi consider the position of a passibilmîy 50 tiresome. 'uou
toid nie an hour ago that yau, were a nontniy, a cipher, with
ius' the tain: passibaiîy or saine day ainouoîing to sarnetbing.
Now. certamnly, ubat ik naltrnenviable state."

Èdna blushel. I"Dnt, please dcn't quate any tein "
she plcadcd : " ynu canna:tliasnk haw siliy and wicked it
r-akes me Lel. I1'vander, Unt-le Gicgozy, thai you did nai
avcrwlirnsiie wili sarcasi wlien you reali,.cd, ail thetuine,
wha' inalish comtplaints 1 w.us îîaking ; but th.ut is iiot your
way Anyhow, 1 had forgotten about ivseif ; 1ienvs thsaking
afilber. Uuicte Gregory, sht inui br miade a paossibiliîy."

(70 b'ec oinu<id.)

Asielyum 'i tzitic.-Coniinuiiicants, :!i-,; admissions, 7
baptisms, 14 ; attendt ance ai services, 6oo ; candidates' ciass,
12 ; teachers, .32 ; schaais, 2S ; ittending schools, -,oo. popula.
tion, 73o0; marriages. 13 ; books in circulation, the wbale
Bible., ldigriiîi's l'rog ress, etc.: native contributions, $m9oo
value ai labour given, $250.

Araund the island oailPr.eityim m here are îwentv eight
village sctiool-htusts l-esidcs two large centrai churches ta,
catie fan. On making iny pa.biit round ai visîzation, 1
found tieat foir ai uhese scboolhotises 'vert becamîng
dilapidaîcd. Alter îalking the mater oever witb htl people,
new bouses in excl case have been buijît in there places.
Lasi year lite ere cenabicd tn ereci a 'veatberboard cburch,
veiib iron roof, nt Aname station. This year 've bave opened
a, coirtsponding cliurch ai the 1-arbaur oi Anelcauhat.
Trueset tw churciies hiave been buimît by the Anei*yum Saw
Mill Company', and the cosi bans been clefrayed by the
proceeds ai cacoiantits (copra), and trrnwrnni made bV the
natives, aur Foreign «Mission Coînnittet ai the Fret
Churcb ai Scaîla nd kindly allowing tht latter contribution
ta go for that pîîrpoise. ln addition ta the work of the car-
penters, tht natives waitled and plastered tht inside ofi the
buîilding with corai lime ; ur residence ai thteAMaie, or
nortit side station, during lte montbs ai October and Novem-
ber was muîcb bltsseui by seeiog sî'ver.al wandtrers reclaimmd.
Tht daîiy autendance ai scol during uhat time averaged
civer zoo. Tht Sacrarient ai tht Lord's Scîpper bas becn dis:'
pcnsed tbreetlimes an the island this yc.tr; on the iast occa.
siontbret new dtacuns veir elecîed, and twn ncwr village
teachersw'ert appointed. i arnsorryitasay that? Mrs. Lawrie
bas sutTered very mîîcb in bealh thiis Vear; and on thai
accaunt ut 'vert absent se"eru wceks visiting Dr. Gtinn and
other mni3sionaTies in tht S.S.Crdn. The !Mission Synod
again met ni aur station ibis vear; cxcluîding native heils,
but, inciuîding missionaries' cbildren, there 'vert (orty.one
ptsenî. Thtis is te lairgesi gathtning ihat bias ever been
hcld ai any anc place, wbîch is an indication ai growtb.
The usual supply af alma-lacs for 489: 'vert printed (for the
Christian lamlits ihrougliout the graîîp.

Futvna Çttistiei.-Communicants, i z ; admissions, 3;
baptisais, 3 ; attendance at services, =oe; candidates, 32;
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teachers, 4;' schaois, 4 ; attenditig school, [20; population,
480 t?) ; books of scripture, 3 ; other books, Il 11arniony of
Gospels," ctechism. etc; value ai contributions, $t65, of
labour $32. The carlier months afithe year were spent in
New South Wiaes on iurlough. When we returned to
Futuna in june, we learnt that the work hadl been going on
tolerably well during aur absence, and the teachers left in
charge had attended wel ta their wark. The natives had
the raw material for making arrowraot aiready dug, and had
themselves arranged about making it, independently aftout
arrivai. There was a luttie addition made ta the niember.
ship of aur Church at te first communion alter aur arrivai.
and the candidates' class has been steadily increasiiig. The
heathen feasting, .vhich was a source of much trouble (or
sarte Vears, bas been given up by the church.going peopile.
Three rain-makers lately destrovedl their sacred stones
publicly, and joined the candidates' ciass, Two ai thern ait
yaung rnen, wbase presence we are glad ta sec in the class.
The heathen, who appeared inciined ta yiàeld when we leli
an furlougb last year, stili hald out against the Gospel. We
are now engaged in building a new substantial church. the
materials ai which are being paid bv the proceeds ai arrow.
root. The natives have helped heartily in erecting the build.
ing. The present state ai the work is encauragzing.

Tanna Siati.rtic.r-Communicants, 4 ; baptisrns, 2 ; attend.
ance at services,400 ; teachers, 7 . schools, 9; attending school,
i Se; population, .,oDo ; bnoks, New Testament and twa Old
Testaments ; other books, Oid Testament history, Catechism,
hyma book, and primer ; money conttibuitd, $% 5. The out-
standing events ai the past year have been :(t) Our return
tram furlough ; (2) putting into the hands ai aur people the
complete New Testament and a Bible histary, and (3) tht
erection ai Poart Resalution ai the "lScotch Church-a
memoriai ai warkers and work an Tanna." We found
on aur return that ane teacher bad died during aur absence,
and that ane new school bad been aptntd. The teaçhtts
had icept up the services, and there had been no notable
relapses. Although the numbers attending the services con.
tinue very much the saine, they represent more districts than
formerly, s', that now, fram Part Resolution ta Kwamera,
thcre are sorte in every district wha attend aur services.
There have been intertrîbal wars dtiring the year in various
parts af the district, but in not case did thty stop, tvtn
temporarily. the Sabbath services in the various villages.
Our contribution af arrowro for the year was 823 lbs.
As usual, te making is free labour, the raw material being
purcbased. WVhilst t4e Scotch Church was beiîig buili, the
natives macle daily large contributions ai native food, af the
value ai wbich 1 cannot forai an estimate.

IVeasisi Sfatistils.-Attndance ai services,i i ca ; teachers,
2; sc.hools, z , attending schnol, Sa ; population, 4,000; books
of scriptiire, 3; uther books, 3 ; value ai labour gîven, $ici.In
regard tatce above statistics, t is aniy uîght ta say that tbey
represent inatters as îhey were belore the people werp scattercdl
by war. This year bas been unique in aur experience. At the
end ai last year the materials for aur jubi!ee Schaol Churcb
wete ianded. At once we began the works of ius erection;
'ut there were many ather things needing attention.
Anongst other îbings, 1 paid visits ta the wcst co4st ai
Tanna and other parts ci the island. By the second weck in
Ma-y. the building was rcady for use-not flnished, as the
materials (or lining and wooden floor since procured) vfere
not pravidcd. White ibis and aur ardiîtary missiana.y work
were gaing on there were Iwo oiber farces ai wotk. Wc bail
ta carry on a vigarous apposition ta beathenîsm. AUl arouod
us preparations, aiten cancealed fram us, were gaing an for a
stries ai heathen ceremrnes. At the saineeltme santie dis.
contents were secretly agiuaîing for war. On the evening ai

iy ô6tan atternpt was made an the flue of a chief in the
district where aur oui station was, and in whom most ai our
worshipping people owed aliegia.nce. This put au endin t
lte preparations (or heathenism and aur hope ai having a
special gatbering ta mark te apening ai aur churcit. As
our oui station, NalunRenia, was on the war franiier, we
were farced ta remove the teaciterand tbe station was clased.
On Izy24 îings wcre brouîgbt ta acliniax. Early thai morn.
ing, Kaukari. te important chief, and Vakoli, who was the
mian we depended un for aur mission work ai Nainngenia,
were belth shot, and died fram îbeir wounds. The peaple at
once fled ta tbe wesiward, and before suiset te next night
everyone bai l ted (rom araund us. Sa that in the course
ni two days and a nigbt, or between Sa.m. on Friday marning
and sunset the ialiowing Saiurday, six v.llages were evacuat.
ed and buttât, and about .100 people driven (ram their homes.
At list taocai these weie wa1rshippers, and for wttks aitti.
vwards aur premises farmed the centre af the baîtiefleld.
Ileace lias been mesored, and we have resumed services, but
nei schaol work. 1 bave made a trip round Tanna in zny
boat, and was weli received ai ailte landiag place&.
The peaple on the wcst coast haire built a bouse for nieand
stîll hope for a missionary.

KANAKA tLABOUR.

The New Zealand Presbykdean says : At tht recent meet-
ing ai tbe Mission Synad, hield at Aneityumi tht ollowl ig
deliverence on the above subject was unanimonsly adopte
viz. The New Helrides Mission Synod, *bavingt beard of
and witnessed the renewa aifte Labour Tragic by ilie
Queensland Goveramniu, (tels itIo be ils duil, a% ibais its
tarliesi opporîuniiy, to protest againsi the Paci6ic TIla
Labour Traffic, for tht followiag reasons: x. Altboèigb tht


