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John Wesley did nfot set out with the intention
rir fosndingr a rel!riots s"cf, He was stirret by nio
worldly ambition. An unsclfish anti devoteti man,
the prcdominatittg purpose of bis liCe ivas to glorify
Goti by secking the salvation of bis fellow-men.
He hati no desire te leave the Chîurch -n which bis
father anti motiier liveti anti dicti. He did nlot de-
part from bis Church ; in the nature of the case,
tbe Church hati departeti from the simplicity anti
carnestness of the Gospel, andi it had no place at
that tinte for bis fervour and zeal. Methodisma bas
'Setn practical rather titan doctrinal in its complex.
ion. VVitb the exception that it acccpted Armin-

datiist-n in preference to tbe Calvinistic system of
doctrine, there is littie te distinguishi its beliefs from
tîat profcsscd by the other sections of the Evan-

gelical Church. The one aim of Wesley was to
prcach the Gospel in its frceness antd fulness. The
organization ivlîose first lines hc laid, now so com-

pact, grew out of the conditions amiti which be
laboured, anti have been but littie altereti down to
the presenit. It was adapteti te the circumstances
anti neetis of the tinte. H-e tvas quick te perceive
what wvas required, andi did nlot sufer preconceivcd
itiens to hindcr the adoption of the methoc!'s bcst
adapteti for bis purposes.

The growth of Methodism andti th indirect in-
fluence it bas exerted on otlier bodies has been te-
markable. It arose out of the spiritual anti moral
deadness characteristic of the igbtccntb century.
As the vîvifying breath of spring after a dreary
winter, it came anti recewed the lace of the earth.
It may bave lost some of the freshness of its youth,
its zeal may bc tempered by experiený-e anti by the
aliert.d condi',0fl5 of modern life, in a word, like
n-ther Churches, it may bave become a little more
ecclesiastical, yet it stili seeks to adapt itself te the
special requirements of modemn conditions. In
Enrgland, th- Unitedi States anti Canada the Metb-
odist Chiurcb is numerically strong. In ail forms of
Christian activity it takes a prominent part. Its
Il ome anti Foreign Missions arc on an extensive
scale, anti bave been remarkably successful. Its
energcs are uninpaired anti its aspirations as
ardent a.; ever.

In its progress it dii1flot escape divisions. From
various causes dissensiins aroâe, andi stîli there are a
number of branchbes cf Methotizsr in Great Brit-
ain antiin the Unitedi Status. Here in Canada
they have been gathereti into one. The tendency
of the time is toward union, anti it is bighly pro-
bable that before larger unions arc realizeti,
Cburcl-es having the same doctrinal systerras anti
polity will leati the îvay in secu -ing sucb measure of
unity as is rnost promising of attairnmeîtt. The
Presbyterian Church can most cordiaally congratulate
lier sister Church, anti pray for the coming of the
time îvben the bonds of Christian felloivshîp may be
%vider anti doser than they are now.

PlilSTORAL RESIGVA TIOPIS.

'THE ideal pastorate in the Presbyterian
jChurch involves the ife-long relatioîiship of

minister anti people. In practice, hotvever, it is
veny différeutt. In the olti ]andi there are nîany who
retain tri an adivancedi age the pastorate of a con-
gregatirn. in sorte instances, long after they are
fit rither phvsically or mentally for discharging
with anytbing like efficiency the important duties
o! their sacreti office. To the kintily indulgence of
their people is this state of thiîîgs due. Age, ex-
perience anti past services are respecteti, anti undue
impatience anti tesire for change is net so active
as in newer countries. There is a custom prevalent
there, little known this sitie tise Atlantic, of reliev-
ing an ageti minister of the more burtiensouxte anti
onenous duties of the pastorate, by the appoint-
nment of'an assistant and successor. Thi? arrange-
ment makes provision for the full anti satisfactory
performance of aIl the duties of the mînistry. It
bas ativantages. The young minister with bis fresh
zeal anti activity can perform :.I necessary pastoral
duties wile at the same time he is more likely to
be in full sympathy with the hopes anti feelings of
the younger portion of bis charge. He aiso bas
the benefit o! the counsels tierived from the experi-
ence of the senior pastor, who, relieveti from the
pressure of work, can by taking stateti or occa-
sional pulpit duty lighten the task anti lessen tbe
strain o! his young cblleague. This arrang"nent
eniables the olti minister tri feel easy in mind in re-
ference to his deciining days. Olti associations are
neot redcly anti irrevocabiy' snappeti. Wbiie the
affections of the people gather round.the ?ounger

mAitiCUt ibl, s889.) ti-E CANADA PRESBVTERIAN

and more active ninister, tlicir vencration and
isteem for thc ol i mian usually abides.

This plan followcd by a numbcr of the British
Churches bas also its disadvantages. Only wcll.to-
do congrcgations cati afl'ord to have a co.pastorate.
if advancing ycars and growing infirmities unfit a
mînister for bis work, therc is no othcr alternative
but resignation. H-e must step down and out so
that the best intcrests of the congregation do flot
suifer, Mîinistcrs both old andi youaîg are but men
andi are subject to ordinary humnan infirmitics.
Grace may subordiitate andi subdue these, yet the
old Adam is sometimes too strong fur the young
Melancthon, anti the olti as wclI. It is flot agrce.
able to human nature to bc supersedcd. Little
jcalousies creep in, anti people in the congregation
corne to have personal preferenzcs.. Out of these
unhappy dissensions somctimes arise andi peacefut
and prospcrous congregations are injuriously dis-
turbed. In large andi flourishing Churches in toîvns
and cities co-pastorates might bc possible and
ativantageous, but in the country gencrally at al
events they would flot bc practical. The insecurity
andi instability of the pastoral relation bas suggestcd
to many the question whether time-pastorates would
flot bc an improvemnent on the present practice.
There is possibly more hardship in the uncertainty
that attaches to the tenure of the pastoral office,
and the harsh anti abrupt way in. vhich t as somne-
tintes terrinateti, than mnany are aware of. A time-
pastorate would at least de> rnuch to lessen many
of the serious difficulties that ofteui distress minis-
ters andi congregations. Change may oftcn bc desir-
able for both minîsters andi people and it coulti

readuly bc secured %without the distress andi heart-
burning it occasionally entails, if at a specifieti time
the relationship couiti terininate according to mu-
tuai understandir.g. Change neeti fot becnmade
imperative if there ivas a desire andi willingness

n botli sides for a renewal of the tic.
The. Ckristian Ititclz.gc:ccr, a papel' published ir

the intercst of the Reformnet Church in America,
has begun a symposium on the Duty of Resîgning
a Charge. The firsî lpant of it is ai ha basyet
appcared, anti the contrio'utors viev the subject from,
a ministerial stantipoint. ih will likely bc followed
up from the side of the congregation. The full dis-
cussion of the questica ivili be useful. Light may
be gaincti on what is now a practical problem. It
may suggest wvbat will leati to a systematic plan
by which serious evils may be avoiieti, anti the best
interests of congregations promoteti. Th- iutro-
ductory paper is large-minded anti judictutis. It
takes into consitieration the conditions that make
ministerial changes both desirable anti dutiful. The
special fitness of a minister for a larger sphere. if
such providentialIy opens up to hilm, justifies a
change. If a pastor fintis that his labours are with-
out spiritual resalts, he mlight bc better adapted
for work elseîvbere. The tvelfare of the Churcb is
more than the welfare of the individual. A minis-
ter may get out of touch with his people ; in that
case it is the opinion of Dr. Suydam in the first
paper that the mninister shoulti seek a field more
congtnial to ail. When opposition tu a mninister
arises in a congregation, hie does not find it so easy
to pronotince. He asks :- Shail he resign andi get
out of the trouble ? This may be the easier %vay ;
but it may flot always be eitber the Christian or
the nianly course." The suggestion is that in such
circumnstances the minister shoulti be governed in
his action by what he untierstands will be best for
the congregation. If his departure is the only con-
rition of harmony, then let hlm tiepart. If bis re-
à ining in charge is neost likely to restore tranquil-
ity then let hlm remtain. Dr. Suydam proceetis to
say: "But the opposition should te weighed rather
than counteti. h t ay be that they -%vill be reduceti
to a small avoirdupois, or to a few in number. In
that case it wiIl be the Christian diity of such per-
sons themnselves to resign andi retire ; andi it
becomes tbe duty of the pastor so to irstruct thent
andi, if they are wicketily persistent, then to cali in
the aid of the classis, presbytery or bishop."

Others also senti brief papers to the symposium
referred to. One is by Dr. Talbot W. Chambers,
wvho expresses bis concurrence with the views of the
preceding writer. H-e adds:

I v!ill only rcnnark that it is a poor method of estimataing
a minisite's usefulness te caunt the additions muade ta ibhe
communion. He rnay be ediiyng the bodV ci Christ wben,
for suifficient reasons, the additions may be few ; and there
are cases in wbich large additions gite ne increase of
strengtb. As ta -the resignatian oa. a cali, it sbohld always
be dont in gacti temper.- However unjust the way an whecb,t is brauRht about, the minister should -abstain frons severe
or unkind rcmanks, from anything wbicb would niake it un-
pleasan te meet the people again. Let bina, even under
sort prc"-ocalion,. show a mnetlc, orbearing Christian spirit.
This wil! bath honour bis Master ai %2 promote bis own peace.
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Rp<.xs~Itlustrated Guide foi Amateur Gardeners"I for 1Sti,,
With C"piaus information, 900d illustrations and a neatly tithographed
cou, has been issueil.

Tii1300K IIYER. (New Yark: Charles Sclibne's Sans. )-A
great &Mount of useful information ia cnt.ained in lte Match nasm-
ber oai hia very usefui rmonthly.

IIAXICR'N VOlaNt; PFOPLit. (New Yack- Harper k Brother.)-
(.,ood maries, wcell written and instructive articles, choice pcems, and
capital 'pictures Malte this weelty petiadical a ecome galest in
thousands af homes.

Tit STARLI NG. A Scotch StOry. DY Notrman MACleOa. (17o.
tntsto- Upper Canada Tract society.j Dr. bluffât, sccyai thoi
uselul agcncy. has made atranements for supplying ibis delighiul
stacy. as welt as cathers by thse sanie author, for circulation nt a cheip
rate by the colporîe.ars or the S aciety.

BARî'auooo. (New Yack : 5 Iikan Stree.>-Among aiher
panera ai practical value ta mothers may bc mentiand, IlThle
Ideat Nursery," Il kemedied or Ilteveated." BaIi.pAad has naw
amar.g ils canîributors many af the moIst emoinent physicians in the
country, and is in cecy sense the mather's helper-not a luvenite
magatine, os many suppose.

Tili PULPIT. (liuIalo: The Lakesîde Publishing Co.)-7h.e
fflpst for this week conlaana sermons by Revs. Dean Vaughan, on
"~The Light ai the Wacld Il; S. IL. Robinson, an «"A l'utac's
Inaugurat" . Arthur Mlursell, on ' A Mlite at Minute " Chartes
Wadawocîh,D D t, on **Ta Young bleu"; Alexander Ni&cLaren,
D D .* on "lGod's Antwer ta Masn's Trut';Albert Donneli, -"A
Cbildcen's S:rmon."

A mArA7i>4Eaiofthe 'site af 74e LadieY Home /aurrcal, which
has just ceschsed a monthly circulation i ofaolc copies, requises a
gond dca! af zoom . another tour-starey building is ta bec cupied next
month in addition ta the Iwa now in use. The grawing poputarity
of the journal bau alto ovestaken the capatity 'of lis nine large presses
and twclve new ones oa isltest amproved pattern are awaiting the
cumpicuion ai the new quartes&

PASTOR PASTRUM a Or, the Schooling ai the Apostles 1w aut
Lncd. Dy the Rev. Henry Litham. Master ai Triniiy Hall, Cam.
bridge. (New NVrk : James Pott & Co.)-Tbe subtiilt of ibis
book chatracterirea with great accuracy is exclusive purpoe.. The
successor at Tcînaîy of the iamuus Di. Whewell, thougb a theolo.
gian of ripe scbolaiship, allows am raci nowbecre ta bc diverted
framr Lit single abject of showing the methoda ihrough which the
apostiei of the Gospel were uransormed i,, those very différent be-
ing-the Apcc-tles ai the Acîs.

Tata Mh:riliasr M'AN Edited by Rev. W. Il. Wih-
taw, D.l) (Toronto- William Briggs )-The March number, as
might be expected, is devoied chier ta literatute celating ta tl'e
centenary ai John Wesley's death. While there are a number af ex
u.ent papers on ibis '.heme, there arc allhersai mucb ;nterest. The
",Vagabond Vignettes " are continued. To the "Symposium on
Methodism I Rev. W. T. bifMullen, D. D.. Professor Golwin
Smith, Rev. John Biurton, M.A., Rt,. George M. MilliRan,M..
Sic S. L. Tilley, C.B., the lIon. G. W. AllaD and others contribute.

TIaII OLo TASTA>,,NI STODENT. (Hartford, Conn.: Tht Stu-
dent P'sblisbing Co.)-The rta number af ibis valuable monthly
opens wit editacial tcelc..ns an questions ut muçhticsent intestat,
such as i1.ophetic inspiration and methads afi Scraptûre Crataciamn.
Pc'aiessûr Burton writes on "lTht Study oi New Testament IVords."
Ptoiessor Lsdd continues his suggestive stries an 4' The Biblical anà
tht Pnilosophical Conception aif God." Rev. Silas P. Cook ditcus-
ses "lBible Study in the Colleges ai New England." Tht ather con-
tenta ai tht number will be serviccabie and instructive ta students cft
Scripture.

Taîa AND4rtvt aRvaîw. Noitan : Haughtan, Miflin and Ca.)
-"l Thz Proximate Caus ofa the CrucifIxon"Ilhy Rev. Thomas
Hill, D.D., la tht opening papier o! ibis month's issue ai the Andover.
Mr. Robert %Voods discusses '1IUniversity Extension in Ecgland,"
and birs. lens Bigclaw Merrianan paeients tram an artistit point ai
view 6 Soine Philasophical P.specta of the School of 1830ý." Rtv.
Francis I. Jaohnson contanues the stries ai papers on ' Whatt is
Rcaiiy ?Il This rime bc canardera IlCreative Intelligence." Amang
othezs sabjects ai inteei discussed editoraally there as out on "Pro-
fesor Briggs' Inaugural," in whicb tht wriucr manifesta bas admira-
tion for tht critical methods ai tht Union professas. Tht Bock Re-
views and Notices posses their usua! value and campleteness.

Tus HOLILZTIC REVcawV. (New Yack and Taranto: Funk
&Wagaalls )-In the Match number Dr 'W. W. McLane contrits-

uites a papier, "lRegeneration," wbich witt prove intecesting.
"1Tht Divine Authacity ai Scripture vetus Raaaonalistic Criticism,"

by Dr. D. S. Gregory, fitly concludes the series. "lThe Ethical
Spirit ai Chauctx's Writin s," by Plofcssar T. %V. Hunt, shows an
olten unobsecved snde af tht aid potes character-his humble pitty.
Dr. Pierson gives anme ncw suggestions in vigaraus style in behaif
ai a thorough IlStud' ai the English Bible'Il in aur caileges and
seminaries. "lPastoral Visiingj" hy Dr. John Hall, ably sets forth
tht henefits ai this wock ta bath pastar and flock. Thet <ermonic,
Exegetical and Expasitary Sections contain interesting, useful and

-tugZestive papers by traînent contributors.

Talit CRiti-CAL REviitw Edited by Professar S. D. F. Satmond
D.D. (Edinburgh - T. and T. Clark.>-The second numbe-r ai this
most admirable and useful quarterly mare than sutstains the bigla ex-
pectjoins taised by the appeaanece af the first. le dents exclusively
with jail the amou notewarlhy new works in thealogical and phailosô
phical lterature The critucal papers are vritten by competent mato-
mostlyq ehough not exclussvely, schnlatly Seotchmen. The apening
paperison Carinal Newma, based] on the rectbiographical and cnit.
ical works relating ta the dist' - ished churchman, by Principal Fait-
baisa.Ainang othez contribuions ta the carrent numbez amc Panci-
pals Cave and Simcn, Proiessors, Sayce, A. B. Bruce and Marcu,
Dada. At tht end there la a Record cf Select IÀterature, giving the
titles and pcice ai ail new and important warlcs in the spécial fieldl
embraced in the Rewù-.


