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CH.t'rthR V.-I'LAIN TALK.
At lait itie souîud ai mirtit and) laugliier ctised, and dte

boause becaine quiet.
Laîtie Sai wananing lier teai ai rte tzlawing cuals in lier

ruont, belore retiring. A t)rcamy mnille playet) upan bier
face,, eoning ant) goang nti passing itaiaghts, even as rite
flreligbi fliikere) %spots it.

Shc %vas iii an uziasually amiable miooil, for tii aitfair with
Ilemstead proîiiiised riclily. If liehiat)bacrian ardiriary and
palisîtet) socicty arsa, the flirtathan uvoult) have beens hum-
truiti-liki: a score ai aihers. Dut hie ivas so t)elightfully

(resi mand lianest, andt),c seo claver %vithal, tUi lier cyez
sparkied wvith mntiep*ýaîing mnit as sha saw lîinî ini vaniaus
attitudes aia wat ue.ikl and itan carapping hein-
lessly into tie abyss of lis awn.gras, bai empty becart, an
learnirig rite vainneas ai is passion.

'Ille rids ie 'niota interesting ilîai so'aîc doctrines,'
iuadeedt l'il pat ail bis dry doctrines ta roui in les tissu a
wiel. V'il drive test -booksandt protessors ut ai is beat),

miiit!leverytiuing elir (sare aiysell) oui ai bis hcant, fui a litte
wlilc. B ut after lac gets blie.l to Me;higati, the doctrines
îîill couse cieeping back inau their aIt) place, ant) ha iill get
conifontatly aver ai like te test. [n the meamwhile, as sab.
stantial and rli resuaL, 1 Wvitt bave My rate bit ai sport,
and hae uili know suore about the wicel world against
wbichbch is ta preaeh. l3y-and.b leiI mrry a piaus
W~estern giantess, whbait %vorst dissipation ib s Sansday-scbooi

pienie, andl wiil allen j>trif' her soui with har-ar anid won-
decr by describiug tbît attlaI little pagaît, Lottje MNarsden."

'lAndt a hestlien 1 ami ir very trath. Wbere ara mission-
aries neeet suare ihan in Yifth Avenue? They bat) better
flot crme ihough; foi if nte woaid fiat cai ibem, we would
tracte tbem."

IWhat are you thinkirig about, Lottie, tbsi yoa are
smiling s0 swetly ?" asked lier maom-mate, l Patton.

In initia, i was a stea iioaght," saidat) .îic, lier laugli
n'alening sudlden echoat in the st buse,anud ffunt)ing

as oddly as a birt)'s song ai nieht. «"*I'm gladi Frank lem-
steat) docsri't linon'. If hie dit), I waald appui!! insteat) of
faseinating bini."

I 1ihinli yoar plo againsi him is vcn>y n'Yrorg-n'icked,
indeet). lie is sachl s sincerc, gacai yoang man, ibat 1 like
it lensand less. Icouldn't cia uch- a duing.?

".Stili yoa tant look on ndt enjoy the tan, mndt) iat is ail
yoa have ta do. Poar Bl, yoas arc aln-sys ho neet) ai an
:M.D.'s ors D.L).'s cane. 1 bave torswom both."

Sa spolie Lottie iri the arrogance of bier perfect hcalth
and) -boundirg bicaaiy. sad iben (sach arc the seming con-
tradictions of characier) sie lincit, and alîpraret as a visite.
robiet saint ar bier derotiors. Buai the partililic prayer
ibasise bastily mambleai was af no passible valuse ta any
onie. She bad contiirad the habit tram duldbaood, and) sî
was nîainly habit. Thl: ather moaive was somcuthing lika
rte feeling ai a carcless Cathalie, wvho crasses bisnseîf,
tbough hae casinoat erpiain n'bat goond it docs bim.

A moment laser sise miglat have been taken as a model u!

Tis %uorid i evit)ently isell out ot joint. %'c ail knoiv
ai the most genîle. lavely, ursIishfs spirits, beauiifi ta
Ilcmveus's CYt, that are czi",ained ini liainfully plain casketi.
In the instance of Lottie liarst)cn, the cashiet n'as ot

naiurc'smost exquisite wonkmartship, Lui it bt)d a tarnishet)
jewel.

Xi n'as witb sorte misgivirgs thai Hessiteat) loolcet for-
«watt) tu meceting bis "cousin" an the follawing moming.

Would site bc as rat)iantly beautiful, as piquant, andt withs.l
as kindly an ri)tank as an the previans cvening? Evert bis
limsitet) expericrice of the wotld bat) shawn him abat ini the
maitcr-of-laci andt seatching Iigbt ai the nmig mari> ai
tIse illusions of the nieht vataishcd. Beb~ mt) with no
lutile srise tisai ladies seacming>' young anal bloomirig hadl
cam own ta breakfast haokiaig ten year older; o lie bat)
sait) ta lismselt:

*She daulet) me last nigbi. I shall sec bier as she is ta.
day."I

Bcing an carly tiser ha cniaret) the cheertal breakfast-
mman considerably belote the aihers, sait) ini a moment wua

entrance) b>' thc riew' front the windows.
lie severe northa.easi siorm hat) cxpended itscîf during

the nighil, a.îd uts fine, sharp cqystals bacs charget) into aras-
flakes. As an angry mari aller mati> hart) catting words
relents somewliai and spcaks emlmly if st colt)ly, sa nature,
ihai bat) beau stingingl> severe the evenirg belore, was non'
qaietly leitirg fait a few final hinis of the harsh moud that
iras pasiss au'ay Even white he looket), -ibc sui braItea
throaigb a rift over the tasierr mounitains and lighied ap the
landscape as n'ith garnia! smsilcs. lit shone, not on an ordi-
nriay anat prossit worlt), Lut raîher are ibm: bat) been souchet]
by mna gk datring the nighi anal transformet) mua the worider-
land! of drues.

Thle tracs tlta in tise dusk of the pies-hoas nigbi bat)
w:ithe) and gîcanot anal struck their frozen branches La.

gcîher ir tespmring anzuish mi"hi gesticulsue, taon abt)
.- ltente, anal dehet morcilainuily tn jane coutl robe tbcm.

iVbitct aven ithts pirik-îingcd blossoras af May, wtas thtc
»oA v-it sr.w thzi enoaset) ever>' twvig, limb, anal spray.

The more hie lookat), tht more the beanty anal tht wondcr of
to sers gren upori tia. The suis nas dispersirg tht

ciotuis anci atding the cletsni o! splendor ta, that of
bicaay. lit became onea ai te sixprcnie moments of bis lite

'vhrit ini tbe vanushing beauty "f an cariul>' serne bc reecivet)
an carnesi 01 the more porfect wortd oc 1ont).

d ia e xceptiô-ondthe ba-osa dank raver," le thaagb:,
"Iibis snigbi Le the MiiUeunîai marris, andanaure standing
decked un bat spo'.ess asc=-son robes, wziung in breails as

ut hs iani.bwatt uaiexperedlj sitcrrispiec, far jasit

rit itis mioment Loitie Mlatsdans put lier luia!d igiatly on hlui
arn and sait):

IlCoasin Frank-pardcaî aslut Ilaisteut), ha i rit he
iuitrer? 'fou looli as rapt ai yon tt viloa'."

l le tunnet) anal scemed as starieil au if lue bat]. for granad-
lng by iiu andt looin Inquiri'igly to is face ivas a bain g
tuai, vrlth bier bull Sait eCes andl exqu~isîtely cIetri andI
deleate comlexion, seenie', ns beautlui, andl ai lte saime
tinie as trai ant) reat)y la nanit, as the inaw.wreaihs îviilî

She saw rtea strurig admiration ant) absiosi ivonder de-
pte) an lits open face, iliauglu site aceriet au innsocentI'

oblîiaius ai ti, ant) fot a nmomnt l cR humt unal rte spedl
tdieu sait):

" 8Ar<yoa w resttitrul i my desertion last evcniflg tai
oa tvons t speali tai ire?"

Look there, " lit tejîlia), cnt) lue liotitii e,) ta u ar>'.
landa 'uthlut.

Lottie's %vnde)r ant) dcligi uvete 3lmast taqualI lits owaî,
for sute biat net-ar n% itrieset) such a see belote.

IlI ansas glati I came," the sait), IraIv sec aîotiuing like
ibis in tce cil>'. Look aitihosa snowy mnountaîns. Ilouv
vast anti îîhtttLhey ntelu

"And) look ai tha lîittle trac %viil ils rat) bernai gleasauang
aga!nst sise snotvy tail. lie> look ilie tiiose tuby c.ar-rings

aIgainît tha nhitencss of yaiar neeli."
Site looket) ai hinu quic.kly ant) humoroasly, asling,j

«"%%'ere dit) yon leamn the art of complimcnting ?
I bat) ru ihaught ut trivial compiment an the presence

af a scene like ibis," ha arisieret), gravely; I 1n'as an'ad
Ly the beau:>' 1 san', ant) i saceniet as if thie Great Artisi
must be near. I %visheil ta caîl yaur attention ta the truib
itîsi, tt. ail lji %\,ci, the Irait thîtîe is petieci. That
litile irce witb its ceai berthes ii beautifai as wucil as itea
niauntain. I no' sari glati t00 thai you camne, thoagli I
dreaulet any omets eoming belote, sait) tha naccssity erre-
tairing to comman.îîlae lre. Blut sudalerly, andal s silentiy
as ont ut thosc aiouv-lakes, yon sîppear, anal I ant startîcal
ta final you in kcepang witb the scene, instcacio a n uniru-
sion."

"Anal do 1 stem ta yau bate a snaw-fik-as para andi
as colt) ?' sise askeci, bent)ang upon lîam lier brâlliani zyes.

IlNot as colt), 1 trust, and) if yoa wvere as parc yoa woulai
not Le liaman. But yoan beaaty seeai ta mec as matrel-
.us as tbaî o! the sc 1 ball lacer A-uncterang at. 1 art
nul verecd ir society's disgaisas, Milss Marsderi, ant) cana

betier expressni y houghts i ban bidc tient. V'oa now you
are s'en> beautifial. Why shoult) 1 nat ay so, as wclî as
involuntâtnily expres the tact in my> face as 1 chir a moment
ago, andl as evety ana doas, I suppose, irba mats )-ou.
There ha roîbhrg brougisi ta y-our attention more otteri, anal
mare îiressed upon you. It mail bc wo. Does nat yoar
besut>' causa you mach axit>'?

%Vhat a tunny questioril" hlut Loitr- Yaut frank-
ness is ccrtainly as transparent as those 3atoîv-crysmls there.
I canrot ay that i doms Wbhy sboult) it, aven granting
that it exista independent>' atyourt)tsorniered imagination ?

I exposeis >-ou ta a tanipîtancer>' bard ta resait. Such
henni>' as yours shaulal Le but the reflex at eliaracter. I
once uwn, in an mut gallery ai Nieuv Yorki, a marbîe face su
n'hite, para, ant) sweet, tbai ai bas ever remainet) us My
memary as mn embîcn, a! spirulual Leaut>'. Suppose even>'
anc thai came in shouldt) oucb that fate, art) sorte n'îth
coarse andi gthmy fingena what a smuicist an d tawt)ty Irak
itinuulaiso have. Yau cannai hclptht admunng ianees,
the lmteing wt1ds art)-the bornaget hai ci-e traita uni baai>,
an> mure thari the mastite face the soiling Lout.ha!o any Vani-
dat iant), Lai yon cari pnetent )mut suI trami Leaig stairitt)
anal sinirceet witb î'anity art) pride."

"I1 navet bat) an>' ont ta talk ta me ir ibis 'a>'," sait)
Loitie, laokirig t)cmurely down. I erbaps I wonld have
Latta better if I bat). 1l test yau think me ver>' vair anal
coriceitet)."

IlI shoult) thhnk it ver>' strange if )ou watt rot somambat
vain. Ant) yci -ou do rot att as if you were."

IlSupposing I amn vain. WViat différenice dots it muakc,
if no ont krawa it ?"' sishase ab btty.

"There ara two whli aîmmys wili non' it."
IlWho ?1"

"Goal anal yaursclt. Anal by-ant).by ail niasis, niait bc
drap e a rt) ail th t nort) sec us as ire arc." a h

Il u ýmow it," bc repliet), in a tore ot quiet confienceI
-thai caxries marc conviction itan Joat assacriau. - Mlore.
oves, ?,ou Leat involtes a iscas>' burden of resoonsa-

"Rcally, Mr. lemsad, if you keep an you n'ill >Rnovc
bcauty a grcatmisfotaa, n'bether 1 possess ut or mot.

"Granting fur sake uf argumet yuai piemise, bon' am I
burdeneal witb respansihility ?"

"'%'ouht)il r oi almosi break yus heart if oaut honorable
ratbez wattc misnjîpro riar;ng mnurte) intrutstt tubis taie ?

"D. ' sagas snc a thtng."
«'Only for the make oi illustraition. Suppose bc bat) the

qalities art) position wheh ]cd a greai mary to place theit
means io bas banads; woulal itar roi incresa bis responsi. t
bliîy?"

"Ves, il hc aceeptat) sucb trusts."c
"Ara te rot mare Ialuable possessions titan dollars,h

stocks, anal bonis? Eî'cry are is mare or less taitinaied,
drswn, anal won la; bsut>', art) t, the beautifalt, tht nsuat t
sacrat tboughis andt fecelings of flicbcart are oontinamy ain-
tnmstet). Ilistory and bianraphy show that beauttil,%t'ornr
if truce, genile, anal urscltislt. bave greai power Irsthir
qwn ses, suit aimait smrboandtd influrrice orer mati. 'four
powcr, tbcrcfore, is subtle, pcrctratirg, saidt) eacues tht

timner l'île, isce vri>warp andl woof ut charactar. Ifa beau-
tirt statue as crinoble anrt)fisse, a beautiftl wornan cari
aeaomplisb infinitely more. Sise cars Le a constant inspira-.
tion, a suggestion ai the perfect lite beyèrid art) an carnesi

fit. AhE pôwer brings respoaistWbiy, creui tiâai ýwbh a a
-n achsiies or bMy; btua ssrely, si ona racu Heaveusi
mast exquisite gifis, bestowed as direceil as Ibis marvetous
bauty> wxis anal su as r=&de precrxaicenti n powean ud

influece, slte la undvr a double repn1bllty- to use dit
F we oraod. That a Wonsan ctil taltn dit royal glft ar

IiCr own beAut' si Divine hitAge, ont or the misu an~ges.
tve relles of &an stli 1cRt amtong us, and dally saer! sc i

on rite poorît and aioanc4t of aitars-bier on si voanlty, Is ta
suc hart 1 understattd. Il ls sarcaely ruecetable latce.

xu, liui ta usu lier beauty tut ai Jute sa t worae. Do Iva
ondin %vrcçcers, Whoa place falte, iiiiileadisg lIghis %sport
a daiagerous watt ? WVlîat l evcry grace oa n 0qute
but a faism lighî, lcading ofien ta sucre sd and ltopcles

wreck V
No nai bail cver toit) Lottie miose plainly tat site iras

bcauiil, ihlimaitIcaiita, atnd yet site dialike) lits coiiipli.
mieais wofiilly. lier face (iirl grcw paic undcr lait Word$.
1 lad hae learned o iber ploai? H id lie rend ber thoughut,
and been infiomnio) of lier luit lire? WVas dicte quiet satire
and) denuniiaii under ibis sociining tranlincas? Site was
for the miontent îuerplexoct ant) 1r0ualdd. MVorse atili, hae
cotapeilet) lier to sec tlaaac thinga ini a new light, and lier
consciente cloed lits waords.

Buti lier farît impulse vras to btant %vhatlicr hc n'as speali.
izî gcncerally, or poîîîicdly ai ier; su site askcd, in &ornc

l ite trepidation.
."lias any naughiy girI triet) ta treai you soi badly, ihai

you spel ucai stroiiRlyV
Ilec lauglied ouirigbi ai ihis qesiiot. IlNa ac bas lit)

a chance lie said; 'land I do mot iltink there arc many wba
MwOult) take i. luAI:tovct, 1 iaginie thai ane of yeur prout)
belle& would nat evan condescend In flirt wiih a poor awk.
itard fcllaw lilie me. lBai 1 arn noi a croaling philosopher,
and look on ditc bright side of rte 'ort). It lias a ways
trait me qaite as welli as 1 deservedl. 1 client ihini ite
vcoid i% mot as bat) as detscribit, and i tal si wald bc bcuert
if iî bail a chance-."

Ilave yoa senr mach ai it, Mri. llemstcad 1
"I cannai say thai 1 Juave. 1 have teail and, ilought

aboutit f ar marc than 1 have sen. On accaunst ai my
limitet) ineans and stuâcnt liré, my excursions have been
few andi tir beiwe-en. 1 havc alrcady proveil ta yon whai
an awkwd srner 1 amn to society. Buti mn hougbt and
fancy I hae heeria great rainhler, and ]sike ta piatane ta
anyself ail kinds af sca, pasi and prescrit, ansd ta ansalyze
ail kincîs af cliaracter."

IlI hope yoa %vurai'î analïse mine," she sait), laaliing ai
ham rather dtstistîully. .. Inuuld nu lake tu bc t)isscee

bcurc 1 utas dcad."'
111 wish ail vera as mLle ta endure analysis as yoarsalf, Miss

Marsdcri. In any case, yoa have no reasunnfa s a scverc
critic ini me."

"WNNhy nat?"
IlBecause you have beci su tentent tomitrd mc- I hava

reccivet) mare kindricss front you, a streanger. thbï my owri
kiridret)."

1 «Yoa arc v-cay graitul."
"Shaceapeate doclares ingratitude a 'marblc.hcsried

fien.t).
' You cvît)ently arc not 'inarhle-licated.'

17hnagh pôssibly a ftend. Thank you."
1I wish ihetc e t na worse to fcar. "

"Yau riccd nat have occasion ta test any."
l'Weil, 1 csri't say iliat 1 da ver>' mach. Penhaps it

wauld bc betten fot me if I did."
"Why 0so
"Theri 1 would bc mata afrait) ta do wrong. Miiss P'ar.

taoi cannai du wrunig wiih any camfort ai ail.'*
-A Weil, tinaL uiou d be a quce religion -Àhiîcb consset)

unly of bcing afraid t the Jcvil andts a s..
Il Wbat is religion ? I amn foutais an asking such a ques-

tion, hawcvcn, for 1 suppose ii n'ouldt) aIte you a year tu
sriswer it, and) they wiltl e bc awn tu breakfast in a few
moments."

"lOh no, 1 cars arisuet i ini a sentence. runc religion is
w.orsbipping God in love and Naitsa, andl obeying Ilim.»

"II Ishat ail ?" exclaimcd Lotiic, in unteignet) astonish.
nient.

'Tliat is a greai des!."
"Perîs iî is. Vou theologians have a Ivay ai preach.

ing awfully long andl daificult sermons tram tisIC teXas.
leut 1 navet &or as simple an idea of religion as tisai fruit
Our minisien.

I testa you think 1 havec been preacbîng for the lasi bialt.
haut. My itîrida allen lauRb ai mc, anid sayt hai 1 literaUly

ubytcScîqîtuat, suid arn 'instant in saison and oui of
scasori. PCîthaps [cari esta aologe for my long humilies

thas marntng. by cxpla.nîlng. r1hcn an stiai as an lits btils
moud, hie wlshcb tu Le at hisi caseI. Tbc samne as truc of
ever>' ont who doas zomctiiing mir apilsr. WVhen 1 saw the
transfigured n'orld ibis momning, i was like a glimie mua

hecaven, andt-"
"And a naugai> liticsinnct came in jusi -ai itinmet,

andl gai the benatit of )yona gnuud," inîciruipre Lotie.
IlVWil, 1 bave lisiono) tu youi sermon andl pndertant) it.

andal i ma ore Ilia 1 tan ay of mari> 1 havelheard. It
Ssstainly ivas jVointed, ari àeeme) pioantet) ai me, andt 1
bxýc hecard it sait at i is pîaaof of a guud scermari toi cach

oneC tu go an'ay feeling thai bc bas beeri ditii<..ly preachet)
ai. Buai permit mc as a fiierid, Mi. iiemtcad, ta sugMts
bai ibis ial riot answes an out day. 1 fcua from nsy btil
foreiaste, tisat peple will umot be able ta tir comsfottabil un.

1c orbmilics, arid untess you inicrid tu prrach ui tin the
xi.kods oui must modify yoaî style-"
"Thatis habcrc Ido mnt) do preach. AtIeasi uporilte

fronticrs of aut great Wesîi."
"Oh, how dasmal!" the excisimat; 'land car you, a

'ourig, and), 1 suppose, ambitions mari, look farward In being
îurucd avme, as i weco, in those tcmo2c regions ?"

Il 1samre yo 1do mot propose to beburied live ai the
Vcs4 or spiriauallysinohscrd, asy)ouahinid, inia tashiori.

a1ide chancis ai the IDast. 1 ihinui the cxircane West, wherc
iaies and socieîy aic tormïng wii such marvellous tapidity.
s jusi the place for a yoarig, ut cnainly for an ambitioas
mari, la i riothig to have a part in fourudirug andl shaping

sri empire?"
IYou admuit ibat you arc aunbiious, ihen."

*<Vas.
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