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himsell to adhere to the former and yet publicly pro.
claim the latter,

Without trespassing furthier nnt your space 1 weald
only add oue yuotation out of many that might be
made, that is from the late Dr. Eadie, whn says
*“‘The cpinion has always prevailed that there is o
place in (e universe where God's presence 18 made
manifest by soine visible display of His transcendent
gloty in the presence of the haly cumpany that are
admitted to dwell there. To such a plare Jesus ase
cended, and there He now sits upen Ins throne as
King of Zion, and there He continually officiates as
our advocate and intercessor.  Therets s Father's
house inwhichare manymansions prepared for Christ’s
friends and followers to nhabit, when the carthly
house of tins tabernacle shall be dissolved, and theve
will be gathered together in one blessed indissoiuble
society all the redeemed of the lord, whose endless
and rapturous cmployment 1t will be to admire
and adore the riches of (he divine grace and glory.
No effccts of sin will be found in heaven. There hife
immortal is the happy privilege of all its population,
and there all enjoy unending felicty, God 15 there,
whom they serve day and nightin rapt obhedience.
Jesus is there gladdening ev=ry eye and rejoicing
every heart.  There, the mind bas on it no cloud, the
heart no stain, and the body no infismty. There
they fully realize that the gift of God 1s eternal hfe
through Jesus Chnst oue Lord ; so shall they be ever
with the Lord.”

Forever with the Lotd
Amen, so let it be.

PRESBYTERIAN.

THE SECOND COMING.

Mn. EDITOR,—The doctrine of the Second Coming
of our blessed Lord is beginning to attract more than
usual attention within the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, and it 1s likely to attract much more atten-
tion in the near future than it does at present. In
many quarters inquiry 1s largely instituted i relation
to the time, the purpose and the accompanying ac-
currences of His commng. It could hardly be smd
that there existed among us fifteen or twenty years
ago the slightest divergence of opimon w regard to
these questions ; but this happy unanimity has to
some extent passed away. Conflicting views are
openly cxpressed and mamtammed.  In this confusion
of tongues, many of our people arc at a loss to know
what tc believe.  Not a few of the young men 1n our
colleges, who have the mumstry in view, are alse, 1t 18
said, perplexed to know what to believe. We heartily
sympathize with all such perplexed anes in their emn-
barrassment, and would gladly aid them in their
effort 10 escape outof it.  If we can do nothing more,
we can assure them that whatever may be the con-
flict of the pulpits, the teaching of the Presbyterian
Church touching the questions that are engaging
their srduous inquiries has been throughout all her
history uniform and decided. An appeal to those
venerable documents, in which she has given to the
warld a declaration of her faith, is sufficient to bear
ine out in this assertion,

In making this appeal, I am far from imagining
that the authority of the Church should be held to be
decisive. My aim is simply to invite attention to what
her teaching really is, and to show that if there exists
any perplexity at present in the minds of any of her
people in regard to the important questions to which
reference has just been made, the cause is certainly
not to beascribed to a culpable negligence on her part
to guide their inquiries. In common with the other
Churches of Christendom, she teaches that her risen
and ascended Lord will come again in the end of the
world, to judge apostate angels and all mankind ;
that when He comes there will be a simultancous
resurrection, and a simultancous judgment of all that
have lived upon the earth, and that then the righteous
will go into cverlasting life, being now perfectly
blessed in the {ull enjoyment of God to all eternity,
and the wicked into outer darkness. This is unques-
tionably her tcaching, as we shall presently proczed
to show, and if any of her people hold and any of ker
ministers preach doctrines diflferent from these, or,
for example, that the coming of the Saviour will pre.
cede the millennium, and thatit would bte not for judg.
went, but to reign with His risen and glorified saints
during that long and glorious 2ra in the Church’
history, on a visible throne at Jerusalem, be it known

PR I ] - - - .

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

~ o smeemn  Emasdmummm

that they hold and preach Jdoctrines {oreign to the
faith of the Church of our fathers, and at variance
with the erecd 1o which all lier iinisters at least ave
publicly pledged. Thovgl the Cateclusms, Larger
iand Shorter, have not heen ncorporated intn the
creed of the 'revbytenan Church in Canada, we have
no hesstation 1 appealing to their testimony, as we
feel assured that their voice will not anly caminend
cespectful attention, hut be recenved as tiue exponents
of her sentiments.  The Shorter Catecliism, 1n answer
to the question, Wherein consisteth Christ’s exalta.
tion * states that iteonsicts (10 part: *in His coning to
judge the wild at the last day.”  In Quesuon 87
of the Larger Catechisty, we are taught to helieve
that “ at the last Jay there shall be a general resurrec-
tion of the dead, bath of the just and unjuse,” and in
the fullowing quustion, that * unmediately after the
resurrection shall follow the general and final judg-
ment of men and angels.” Questions 8pand wo enter
into & more particular account ot the Day of Judg.
ment, and state that * at that day the wicked shall be
set on Christ's left hand, ' and sentenced to condemn-
nation, whilst *the nighteous, being caught up to
Chnist in the clouds, shall be set an His right hand,
and thers, openly acknowledged and acquitted, shall
join with Hun i the judging of reprobate angels and
men, and shall be seceived into heaven.”

The testimnny of the Confession of Faith 1s no less
clear and exphet.  In chapier vin. section 4, we read
that “ on the third day He [our blessed Lord] arose
from the dead with the same body in which He
suftered, with which also He ascended into heaven,
and there sitteth at the right hand of His Father,
making intercession, and shall return to judge men
and angels at the end of the world.” In chapter xxxiii.,
which openly treats of the general judgment, it is
positively declared, in accordance with the uniform
teachirg of Scripture on the subject, that * Ged hath
appointed a day whercin He will judge the world m
rhteousness by Jesus Christ, to whom all power and
Jjudgment is given of the Father, in which day not
only the apostate angels will be judged, but likewise
all persons that have hved upon the earth shall appear
before the tnhunat of Chnst, to give account of their
thoughts, words and dceeds, and to receive according
to what they have done in the body, whether it be
good or evil.”

It is unnecessary to give further quotations. Those
adduced leave no room for doubt as to what the
Presbyterian Church in this and—and indeed in all
lands—teaches regarding our Leord’s coming, its time,
purpose and accomplishments. Those who walk not
according to this word can neither plead ignorance of
its existence, nor pretend that it istoo feebly and indss-
tinctly uticred to be rightly understood. C.

AGED MINISTERS AND CALLS.

M. EpiToR,—1It 1s a good thing that we have an
Aged and Infirm Mimste.s’ Fund m cur Church, for
in no other Church is it so much needed.

The system of settlement in our Church has the de.
lightful tendency to make men aged fast, and 1t s a
wise provision to have such a fund near by. Not only
has our system the happy facalty of making men aged
fast, but better still, it makes them equally of no
account,

In law, medicine and politics aged men are of
some account, and the result is there is no fund at.
tached to the end of these activities, That there is
such a fund in our Church establishes the fact that
there is something wrong, or minisiers as a class
must be weaker than ordinary men,

The fault is not with the Fund, which is as bene-
ficent as it is insufiicient ; but it lies with the system
which makes the young man gray and the hoary man
hopzless.

Here and there in our Church we find men and
congregations adapted to our system, and our system
adapted to the men and the corgregations ; but these
are few, and the namber thus adapted is gradually be-
coming less. 1 have known of men adapted to the
system, but unfortunately the system was not adapted
to them.

The sysiem might do very well if the men who
oiled the nachinery and stood at the crank were the
same men that our fathers were. But unfortunately
these men are differcnt men, and the machinery is
made to do work now that would have brought tears
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A faithful tninister serves s conpregation for
twenty-five or thirty years, and the men of to-day
stand at the crank deliberately discusving which way
the machinery would Lest turns him out.  Qur fathers
would have discussed the advisability of valling a sue-
cessor, or at worst that of a retiring allowanve. They
would have slept hutle the follawing mght, but aur
men never lose a night s sleep or a 3a0d square meal
over the event . that s, if the wachinery has done its
work well,

The fact 18 we are hving in the present, and a great
many good ministers suffer not because they don't be-
lieve 1, but because they don't see it.  Same never
wiske up ull the machinery has done 1ts work, and
only too successfully at that.

Now will some one who loves lis Church and sys-
tem tell me what are the chances for a call to a minis.
ter who tinds hunself at the wrong end of this machi.
nery, say after twenty-fis ¢ or thirty years' service inthe
Church? He s well read and vigorous, can and
ought to serve Ins Master in the Church for years, but
our system has no place for hum.  Perhaps his aged
partner in life, and some of s unmarned daughiers,
uecd a home about tius tune, but the Presbytery only
gives him a well-mented recomimendation, and tells
hin, * Go, eat, and be filled,” and he ts heard of ne
more. hino

NEGLECTED FORCFS.

Mir. EDITOR,—In your interesting paper of the
26th October, * Knoxonian” gives a review of an
anticle of Prirapat MacVicar's, published, in the
DPrestyterian Collcge Journal of Montreal, on * Ne.
glected Forces” Dr. MacVicar is an able writer,
but I confess I read his views on the * Ministry of
Young Converts” with great surprise, not unmixed
with indignation.

Our Presbytenan fathers showed their wisdom in
keeping young converts in their own place, and if
they were * repressed "~—to use the Doctor’s term—
they found reason in after life to be grateful for such
repression. A young convert, if he is worthy of the
name, fcels himself to be only a learner. He is mod-
est and unassuming. He * submits ” himself “ to the
elders.” He learns to “show prety at home,” anc
this 1s a pretty sure test that he has turned from sin
unto God.

If all the young members were so true the Churches
would have more peace thun they have. 1 only wish
that the “repressive system” would prevail on this
side of the Atlantic, for the young people in many of
the Churches are permitted to be the leaders, and do
what they please ; consequently they cause divisions
in the various congregations, and give no end of
trcuble. Presbyterians are in general reserved in
spiritual matters, and dread speaking or writing more
than their experience warrants ; they do not carry
their sacred feclings on their tongues, but allow their
lives to speak for them. 1am yours with much res
spect, AN OLD-FASHIONED PRESBYTERIAN.

November 3.

THE Relsgrous Intelligencer, published in Fraderic-
ton, N. B, says: Every year it becomes more diffi-
cult for men who ace addicted to drink to get em-
ployment in places of trust. Several men were a few
days ago discharged from the Intercolonial because
they had been drinking. Railroad managers every-
where are becoming increasingly strict in this matter.
It is well. It is also significant of the changed opin-
ion as to drinking habits, and of the now general
conviction that men who tipple are unfitted for
places of any responsibility. Young men, make a
note of it.

Miss ANRIE S. SWaN, who has suddenly sprung
into a great position as a popular writer of religious
fiction, and who is contributing a serial to the columns
of the Brstask Weckly, was bom ... Leith in 1850. and
was educated partly at a private school, and partly at
the Edinburgh Ladies’ College. In 1874 her father
took a farm in Midlothian, where she resided till her
marriage in 1883, As far back as she can remember,
she was in the habit of making up and relating stories
to her schoolfellows, who used to lribe her with
sweets to bring them to a happy ending. Mer first
appearance as an author was in the Christmas num-
ber of the Peaple’s Journal, She was then seveateen
years of age. Her first success was “Aldersyds,”
which appeared in thc spring of 1883, and at once

from our fathers' eyes in their day.

took a high place as a picture &f Scottish life,



