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whose motives Jack was not worthy to understand, and he
knew enough to know it, But it happened to be a foreign
mission prayer meeting, devoted to the Burmese ficld ;
which was, therefore, be it said, not so much an argument
against foreign missions, as a deficient means of grace 10
the fisherman, Jack was terribly bored, e ran his bands
through his curls, acd felt for lis tobacco, and whispered to
the young convert to know if there weren'’t any waits in the

lay, 50 a man could get out without hurting anybody’s feel-
ings.  But just then the young convert struck up a hymn,
and Jack stayed.

He liked the singing. His restless, handsome face toak
on & chanpe such asa windy day takes on toward dusk,
when the breeze dies down. When he found they were
singing ** Rock of Ages,” he tiied to sing it too,—for he
was & famous tenor on deck.  But wken he had sung a line
or two,—flash ! down in one uf the empty pews in {ront, he
saw a thin old lady with blae eyes, situng in a black alpaca
dress with her hands clasped on her gingham apron.

“ That's my mother.  lave I got the jim-jams 2" asked
this unaccustomed worshipper of bhimself. But then he re-
membered that he was suber. e could sing no longer
after this, but bowed his head and lovkea into his old felt
hat, and wondered if he were going to cry, or get religion,
In pownt of fact, he did ncither of these things, hecause a
very old Church member arose just then, and said he sawa
poor castaway tn aur midst to night, and he sought the

rayers of the meeting for his soul.  Jack stopped crying.
ric looked hard at the old Chutch member. He 'l)(ncw hin;
had always koown lum. The fisherman waiied 1ill tha
prayer was through,~~it was rather a lung prayer,—and then
he too speang to hus feet. e Jooked all around the deco-
rous place; his face was white with the swift passion of the
drinking man.

‘1 never spoke in meetin® in wy life,' said Jack in an
unsteady voice. **1 ain’t geligious. I drink. But I'm
sober to-mght, and I've got something to say to you. 1
heard what that man said. I know him. lHe’s old Jim
Crownoby., I'vealways know’d Jsm Crownoby., 1lec owns
a sight of property in this town. lle’s a rich man, e
owns that block on Black Street. You know he does.  You
can't deny it.  Nor he can't neither.  All I want to say is,
I've_got diunk in onec of them places of his, time again;
and il theze ain’t anybody but him to pray for my soul, 1'd
rather go to the devil.”

Jack stopped short, jammed on his hat, and lelt the
weeling. In the shocked rustle that followed, some onc
had the tact to start ** Rescue the Perishing,” as the tisher-
wan strode down the broad aisle, 1lledid not go ajain.
The pour young convert followed him up for a weck or two,
and gave him an expensive Testament, bought out of an
almost invisible personal income, in vain.

**1’ve no objections to you,” said Jack, candidly ; ¢* I'm
much obliged to ye fur yer politeness, sis. But thewn, Churches
that sub-leases to a rumeseller, I don’t think they onder-
stand a deiokin’ man. Iley? Well, ain't he their biggest
ooster, now 2 Doun't he do the heft of the prayin’, and the
tallest of their crowin', consequent? Thought so. Better
leave me go, sir. 1 ain’t a pious man; I'm a fisherman.”

( 70 be continued. )

TOLSTOI'S NON-RESISTANCE VIEWS.

Mr. George Kennan, the well-knowa Siberian traveller,
1ecently visited Count Tolstoi in Russia, and publishes in
the June Century an account of the great nuvelist’s social
and potttical views, Mr. Kennao has just made an extended
tour in Stbetia, under the auspices of the Cesnfury magazine,
and was the bearer of mmportant messages to Tolstoi {rom
some of the political exiles.

After Mr. Kennan had detailed some of the barbarities
petpeiuated on Siverian exiles, Tolstoi was slent. His
eyes Billed with tears as his imaginatiun pictured to him the
horzor of such = situativn, but for 2 moment he made no re-
ply. Finally he said : ** Do you know absolutely that that

g was done?”

*No,” said 1, “because I did not sce it done; but 1
have 3t from two eye-witnesses, one of them a lady in whose
stztements I put impiicit trust, and the other an officer of
the exile admnistration.  They saw it, and they told me.”

Agamn he was sileot.  Finally, ignoring my ditect ques
tion as to what he personally woutd have dune insuch a
case, Count Tolstoi said, ** Even under such circumstances
violence would Dot be justiiable, Let us analyze that sutua-
ton carcfully. I will grant, for the sake of argument, chat
the local Governor who ordcesed the act of vioience was an
ignorant man, a cruel man, a brutal man—what you will ;
but he probab y had an idea he was doing his duty; he pro-
tably believed that he was cnforcing a law of the Govein-
ment to which he owed obedience and service. You sud-
denly appear and set yourself up as judge in the case ; you
assume that he 1s not doing his duty,~—that he is commit
ting an act of unjustifiable violence,—~and then with strange
mconaistency you scem to sggravate and complicate ihe
evil by yourself committing anuther act of unjustifiable vio-
leace. Onc wrong added to another wrong docs not make
a nght; 1t merely exiends the area of wiong. Further-
mote, your tesistance, in order to be eflcctive,—~in order 10
accomplish anything,—must be directed against the soldiess
who arc commitung the assault.  But those soldiers are ot
fice agents 3 they aie subject 1o military disoipline, and are
acting under orders which they dare not disolicy.  To pre-
vent the exccution of the orders you must kill or maim wo
or three of the soldiers—that is kill or wourd the only par-
tics to the tiansaction who are certainly innocent, who are
manifostly acting without malice and without evil intention.
Isthat just? Is it rational? Buat go 2 step further : sup-
pose you do kill or wound two or three of the soldiers 3 you
mayor may not thussucceed in preventiog the complerion of
the act agunst which your violence is 2 protest s butone thing
Fus ceriainly will do, and that is, extend the area of camity,
mjustics and misery. Every one of the svldicrs whem you
kitied or maimed has & family, and opud every such family
sou bnog grief apd suffering which would not have come to
a bt for yonz 22t In the hearts of perhaps a score of peo-

ple you rouse the anti-Christian and anti-social emotions
of hatred and revenge, and thus sow broadcast the seeds of
further violence and strife. At the time when you inter-
posed there was only one centre of evil and suffering. B

your violent intetfercuce you have created half a dozen such
ceptres. It does not seem to me, Mr. Kennan, that thatis
the way to bring about the reign of peace and good-will
on eatth.”

SOMEWHERE.

sSomewhere the wind i< blowing,
I thuught as I toiled along
In the burning heat of the noontide,
And the fancy made me strong.
Yes, sumewhere the wird is blowing,
Though here where I gasp and sigh,
Nut a breath of air is stirnng,
Nut a cloud in the burning sky.

Somewhere the thing we long for
Exist« on earth's wide bound,
Somewhere the sun is shining
\When winter nips the ground;
Somewhere th- fluwers are springing,
Sumewhere the corn is brown,
And ready unto the hayvest
To feed the hungry town,

Somewhere the twilight gathers,
And weary men lay by
The burden of the daytime,
And wrapped in slumber he.
Semewhere the day is breaking,
And gluom and darkness flce,
Though storms our bark are to-sing,
There's somewhere a placid sea.

And thus, T thought, tis always,
In this mystenous life—
There’s always gladness somewhere,
In spute of. its pain and strife ;
And sumew here the sin and sorrow
Of earth are known no more,
Sumewhere out weary spiits
Shall find a peaceful shore.

Sumewhere the things that tiy us
Shall all have passed away,
And doubt and fear no longer
Impede the perfect day.
0, brother ! thouph the darkness
Around thy soul be cast,
The catth is relling sunward,
And light shall come atlast. —Good Words.

PROGRESS DURING VICTORIA'S REIGN.

Nor are the beneficial changes of the last half century
confined to the mases. Sweating and duelling, established
until a recent date almost as instiiutions of the counury,
have nearly disappeared {rom the face of society : the first
a gradual change ; the sccond one not less suaden than it
was marvellous, and one happily tot followed by the social
trespasses which it was not wholly uareasonable to appre-
head from ats abolition.  Serious as upposed to idle life has
become a teality, and a great reality, in quarters open to
peculiar temptation ; for example, amung the officers of the
army, and at our public schools, which are among the most
marked and national of our institutions.  The clergy of the
Aanglican Church have been not merely improved, but tzans-
formed ; and have greatly enlarged their influence dunng
the time when voluntary and Nonconfurining effort, within
their province and beyond it, and must ot all 1n Scotland,
has schieved its noblest triumphs. At the same ume, the
disposition to lay bare public mischiels and drag them 1nto
the light of day, which, though lable to exaggeration, has
perhaps been our best distinctivn among the nations, has
become more resolute than ever.  The muliplication and
better formation of the institutions of benevolence among
us are but symptomatic sndications of a2 wider and
deeper change: asilent but more extensive and practical
acknowlediment of the great sccond commandment, of the
duties of wealth to poverty, of strength 10 weakness, of
knowledge to ignorance—in a word, of man to man. The
sum of the matter seems 1o Le that upon the whole, andn a
degree. we who bived fifty, sixty, seventy years iack, and ate
living now, live in a gentler time.— WL £, Gladstose.

THE LARGEST MANUSCRIPT.

The royal library at Sieckboln contains a remarkable
literary cuniusity, called the devil’s code, which 1s said
1o be tbe largest manuscript in the world,  Every letter
of this gigantic piece of work 15 a3 beawtifully formed
ss if it were minutely and carctol y drawn, and 1t scems
almost impossible that it should have been done by a single
human being. The devil's code was brought to Sweden
from Prajue after the Thiny Years® War, and the D utsche
Heusfreuen Zatung tells the tullowing siory of s ongin
A puor munk, who had been condem. ed te death, was told
that his sentence wiuld be commuted if he were able 1o
cnpy the code in a single night.  Relying on the impossi-
bility of the task, his judires furaished am with the onginal,
pen and ink, and left him in his well-bazed prnson. A
druwning man catches at a straw 10 save lumself, and the
unfortunate monk began 10 try his last impossible task with
the vain hope of accomptishing it. Before long, hewever, he
sa2w that he.could not save bhis life by his own weak exer-
tions. Afraid of & cruel and certain death, and .pethaps
doubting the promise of a better hfe hercatter, he invoked the
aid of the Prnce of Darkucss, promasing to surreader tis
soul if he were assisicd in his sk, The dark spirit ap-
peared as soon ax he was called, concluded the contract, sat
down like agy copying cletk, and next mormng the devil's
code was finished,
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IBritish and fdre;ign.

AN carnest effort is abuut to be made to form a Cengrega-
tivnal Lay Preachers’ Assuctaton for the county of Norfolk,

Tie Rev. W. Righy Murray, of Brunswick Street
Church, Manchester, is delivering a course of sermons, sug-
gested by the sacred pictures in Manchester Exhibition.

IN Jaffna, Ceylon, the chief liquor shop is kept by a
promnent member of the Christian Church.  Mahomme-
dans use him as an argument against turning Christians,

Toe Athenaum has an accuunt of the lamented lon
Keith Falcuner, by his friend, the Rev. R, Sinker, B.D.
It is mentivned that his favourite hero was General Gordon.,

In the Cungregational aumistry of Lngland and Wales
the absiainers huave a wajurity of 500,  Keturns lrow thir.
teen of the culleges shuws that out of 341 students 288 are
abstainers.

Tig Rev. John M. Slean, late of the Anderston Free
Church, Glasgow, has been inducted as colleague and suc-
cessor of the Rev. Horatiug Bonar, D.D., Chalmers Memo-
nal Church, Grange, Edinbu.gh.

Mgs. WEIR, of Kildonan, t«id the foundation stone of a
new church to cast $11,000, at Arnsheen, Barrhill, Ayr-
sinte.  The funds have been raised by subscription, toward
which Mr. Weir contributed $2,500.

THE discussion in the Free Church Assembly on union
with the E-a lished Church is described as hollow and
meaningless. T ¢ result was 2 foregone conclusion : sixty-
si1x voted fir and 322 against the proposal.

Mu. ROBERT Louls STEVENSON, it is said, has come
into a large furtune by the death ot s father, and it is ex-
pected that, alter complesing his ** Lic of Professor Flee-
ming Jenkin,” he will travel for thice years.

Tne Rev. J. P Junes, of Mountain Ash, bas been ac-
cepted by the Welsh Peesbyterian Missionary Society to go
fusth as a missiunary to ladia.  He will undergo a course of
metdical tamng.  He has for years laboured very faithfully
in Mountain Ash.

Tue Rev. R id Howatt, of the Camberwell Presbyterian
Church, has a jubilee scheme of his own., On the public
holday, June 21, he and his friends are going to give a
dinner to all the poor connected with the varivus missions
sustatned Ly them.

The * Lile of Charles Reade,” although mainly the work
of ms nephew, Mr. C. L. Reade, is segarded with great
dusfavour by the Reade family as a whole.  They are rather
pleased than otherwise tuat the work has been sharply
cnncised by the reviews.

Dr. HvuTcuisoyN, of Banchory, the Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, was presented
by his congregation with a purse of sovercigns, a modera.
tor's robe and a court dress, a case of fish knives and forks
and two entree dishes in silver.,

THe Young Men's Furagn Missionary Society, in connec.
tion with the Alderspate Street Y. M. C. A., rauses funds
wherewith to pay for the training of any young men who
feel ¢ nstrained 1o devote themselves to missionary labour.
Of late, the number of young men in training l:\s been
increased.

DRr. MACKENYAL, inhisaddress as chairman of the Con-
gregativnal Umun, expressed his inability to say why Bap-
tists and Congregativnalists are not une, and asked whether,
with sv near an approach te identity in Christian seatiment
and so cumplete a cunfidence, 1t 15 not time for co-operation
if not uniun.

Tie Rev. J. Bell Cox has been liberated frem Walton
gaol.  The ofhcial authority £ his release was not received
uotil eleven o'cluck, by which time the reverend gentle-
mau's Liends, who had assembled at an early hour, had
dispersed.  Mr. Cox at once left the gaol, and drove home
unaccompanied.

Tue Bnglish socialists have found a {riend after their own
heartan the person of the Vicar of St. John de Sepulchre, in
the aty of Norwich. This worthy vicar fully endotses the
socalists’ creed, and has got a brother clergyman from a
distance who is rcady to sallin the same boat.  Many are
greatly enraged.

A SERIES of clever and satirical Jetters, signed ¢ Observa-
tor," that recently appeared in the Glasgow Aerald, profess-
ing to expose the alleged ** Professunism,” ** Commticeism,”
** Cligquuism,” ** Nepotism ™ and ** Jobbery * prevailing 1n
the Free Church, are atttibuted to a aunister of the Church,
Rev. Dr. Mackenzic, of Govan,

“Corsmn varnish” is the cmincently supgestive name
given o 2 newly cuncocied stimulant which is s2id to be
m akin; terrible ravages among the people o the towns and
villages un the casiern fruntier of France. Siatistics show
that in other pans of Fiance intemperance is on the in-
crease, patticulaily among the craminal classes.

Tiin Free Church was the last of the Presbyterian bodies
in Scotland to sancuon the use of instrumental music in
public worship. It was said, when this was dune, four years
ago, a well xnown Glasgow merchant, Lelonging to the
anti-organ party, thete and then abandoned his inteation
of bLequeathing halt 2 milison sterling to the Free Church.

Tue conninuance of the Aberdeen College was carried
tuumpbantly by 432 to £27, and on Mr. Ivcrach was con-
ferred the gicat and singular honour of a unznimous elec-
tion to the Chair of Apologencs. The fact that he was so
emphaucaily the choice of the Aberdonians, as well as his
vwn high qualitics, helped to secure {or Principal Robert-
son the Chuicn Histeny Chair,

Dr. HAMILTON MAGEE says there are many Protestants
in Ireland who would be willing to jein their countrymenin
the cifort to obtain a very considerable measure of home
role, wete they sare they would be safe from the domuna-
tion of the Ramish pricsthnod.  They would not be afraid
of receiving fair consideration, if theit Ruman Catholic {cl-
low-countrymen were left to themselves, and were frec from

clerical dictation.
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