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IT i% with deep reget that we record this week the
deaili of Mis. Dr. Burns, of tbis city. An extended
notice wiIl appear in oui ncxt issue.

APPROPRIATE reference was made in St. James
Square Presbyterian Church, Toronto, by the Rev. Dr.
King, ini the nlorning service on Sabbath last, to the
loss sustained by the congiega: ion and by the city in
the sudden removal of Mrs. Burns, and te tie im-
portant service rendered by lier during a long life to
the cause of Christ. The evening service was fittingly
conducted by the Rev. Dr. Burns, of Halifax.

AN Evangelist of some note, at present labourlng in
the soutb.western States, used the following cholce
language in Dayton, Ohio, an a sermon on the Parable
cf the Prodigal Son :

IlRight stralght (rom the swine's trough to, tbe best robe
aus the L.ord best, fleas and 0i, siench and tigs and Al,
poverty and ail, and wuthal ignorance to cap the climax."
Wonder if any of the people wcnt home saying they
neyer heard tic Gospel bef oie.

THE time for agricultural shows bas about came.
The voice of the gambler who erccts Is stand near
the gate, and ciTers te allow you make ton dollars eut
cf five or ten cents, ujill soon be board in the land.
The groundling who gets rad of bis money in this way
will soc.n be heard giving lectures on the "lau fui wick-
edness» cf the gamnbiern Betwcen thtsoid rud
ling who tries te get ten dollars without giving value
for it, and the gambler wvho fleee.es bim, there is
notbing te choose morally. Thze one is as bad as the

other.__________

THE disturber who worries a minister inflicts an in-
jury upon hec congregation te which the minister
preaches. The minister sits down te prepare bis
sermon. The mrrncnt ha begins te thirtk, the thing
about whici ha worries comtes ino bis mind. It is ail
vM eryil te spy lie sbould banisb ssach bings from bis
mind uhen preparing sermons. Can bie? He may
honestly try to do se, but the very effort Ie banish
them kteps iis mind fromn bis preparation. Hun-
dreds cf sermons are spoilt in 'bhis way. Very bard.
ened Ilscalawags Ilnet unfrequerntly worry m.nisters se
that they may flnd fault with the sermons the prepara-
tien of which they 0ýemsclves intentiGûa'Iy SpOiît.
The t -n who act thus are effcient agents of the
dcvii and thera -.re such mien in the Prashyterian
Chw ch. The Almighty will cail thein te account
seme day. ___ ____

A CINCINNATI clergyman preacbed a sermon on
lawyer lately, and said somt very uncomplimentary
things about the gentlemen cf the long robe. Tht
clerical editor cf a Preshyterian journal came
promptly te the defence of the profession. and pie-
faced his article by saying that ht himself had prac-
tised for years before going into tht ministry, and
had known many eminent Christian lawyers AiU
thii talli abeut men being good or bad is nonsense.
Lawyers are like other men-some are good, somte
are bad, and some ara very indifférent Con-idering
the imnmense responsibilities that ret upoiz .I'dyers in
large practica, the ainount of temptatien te which
they are exposed, and their opportunitic. for wrong.
doing, perhaps tbey are above rathier than below die
average business man in point of hon, wi. However,
discussing men in classes is nonscr.,e. There are
good and bad mien in every walk in ile-1 Men. should
be judged as individuals.

I RKXVIus," In bis luit publilhed latter In tht
New York ' Observer," stys :

I do not like tihe iqgo ef the Salvstion Armny. To me
their tallc ls lreverent, profane, snud slasigy. Iwould as
taonn cuise andi sucar a Peter diti, as to speak of Jettit
Chtss as tome eft hete nmen tdo. Andi se In thete retival
meetîings, even in what are catlled haliness meetings, there
are tisinga taid andi donc that atTend antd xoaretimes shaclc
m> sente of prapric:y. But who arn I that I aliaulti "y the
Lord will nat use these very yards te touch anti impress
athers uhe are net of the saine fibre andi habit with nme.
This inot te say that ail ways e gocos vé ys,oci ihat ontis
as good as enother."

As a generic terni for the peculiar utterances of
Salvitien Army orators lingv' Ilcan'r ho hoat." It is
the very uord that the newspaper paragraphers have
been huntîng for and could flot flnd. That à; uhat
bas been tht matter with t hem. Now thay tan tbank
"Irenieus" and go ahead. Seriously, bouever. the
geed aId man deserves tbanks Dat only for bis word,
but for tht sensible, manly and charitable verdict in
wbich hae bas given it a Illico.

Sobiz cf the secular jaurnals acrass the fines are
raising the annual cry about vacant pulpitis during the
usual ministeria vacation. Tht intaro'st that these
journals take in preaching is samathing positively
marvellous. Tht niait curicus thirtg about tht whole
atffair is thýt the cry cernes froin men wbo neyer
darken a cb'.rch door. Tht mast af theni dan't bc-
lieve ana word in a thousand that a minuster says in
a sermon-tbey don't beliave in churches, or the
Sabhath, or preacbing, and yet they raisa an annual
cry when a few city churches ara clased 1 Tbey say
tht devii neyer stops working, and furnish a good il-
lustration cf the fact. The truth cf tha natter is, this
annual hray about ministerial holidays is simply an-
a? ner way of showing tht weli.known hatred cf sncb
rien te the ministry, because ministers preacb tht
Gospel. %Ve have seen soe symptami af tha disease
in Canada lately. When it takes a pronounced faim,
vie mmy bo reliedoan te unmask tht assailants, and we
ventute tht predict ion that there wili flot bo a churcb-
going man found amang them.

TUE MORALITI CURRENT AMONG US.

WE believe that, on theuwhale, tht tant f mrmlity
Vboth in Europe and America is steadily, if net

rapidly, rising. Tha oft- repeated coinplaints of youth .
fui depravity, political corruption, crimes through
drunkenness, the social avil, irreverence and disregard
cf laws, may hoe regarded as tht outcry of society, as
ib is au -kcni' ,~ te realize tht immerality that uas long
cherished wi.iout any feeling of alama or disapproba-
tien. Tht publishing in loathsame detail of crimes
and smyings cf criminals, pleasing tbeugb it may be te
tht piutient taste cf a smali class, is cendemned by
tht botter portion of the community. It is a sbame
te speak of those deeds cf darkntss. To unravel the
mysteries of crime in the court-veom is necessmry, but
ta publisb them, where they meet the eye cf aur youth
in tht family journal is an offience against society. A
piper mîy solif tht botter for containing "a sca'sdal, a
horrer, or a sensation," but t journalist who spreads
tht contagion by exposing the disgusting nakedness of
crime offendsamgainpst public moratîty. Wheîtter tht
familîarity wuth crime which follaws reading thesa ac-
counts is tht cause or net, it seems undeniable that fear
of thn cnsequencesef immorîlîty is decremsing. Se.
cicty is hecemung more tolerant than it was of blas-
pbtmny, irreverenc, Smbhath destcration-even of
murder, unchastity, dishonesty and falschaod. Te de-
nounca diese offences, as used te ho donc, wuud ho
resenttd as puritanic and wh.*t net. Public sentiment is
naw lesassevere than it was uent te bo. Believing this te
beho icase, we h.ve te bokin dia fact tht mo'ality
whidli now prevails.

Mr. Harbext Spencer tells us, IlNow that moral
injunctions art losing the îuthority given by their sup-
posed sacred origin, tht seculau:ation of morali is lie-
coming impcrative;"in other yards, men are beginning
te lose diair faith in Ged and Divine revelatian ; and
te der y choir respensibility te Hîm. for their conduct.
Se, as Mr. Spencer considers that "Few diings ca hap-
plen mort disastrous than the decay and daath cf a
regulative syste.n no langer fit, bef.are another and
fitter regulative systema bas grown up te replace it,»
be bas written a boo' L by which lie hapes "'tht vacuum
may ho filled." It is only ntcessary te say that that
book is ont very bard te read, from which "the
nany"I can îecea.c - instruction, and th-it the t e-
gulatave I I.ruuciple whic lie proposes is an spus fa.

rAnousT 3Otb, :88,.

MYS'a, even On MIS OWn s'hDouig-a SOIntlag as yt'
unrtalixed and unrealizable in the prescrit state d
Society.

With this theory wie have nothing ta do; out wt
an, net sure but the fruits cf the tbeoty are to b,
seen In the state of niorality te wliich refeérence bu
been mad-e, and which is Incurring tht censure evec
risr ordinary newspapers.F or example, how olten. when we admonmsh ary

*one as te tise omission of semae duty, do ut -ectivt i
answer, "I 1 ave net got te "l-meaning, 1 ar. M
obliged by any superier force te perform th.ît dut;'
If the duty must'bc perfernicd, tht man ulli ssabmit t4
tht inevitable, and under compulsion do bis duty. B:g
if left te tht Influence of other and higher mnetitu
than compulsion and fear, tht duty is neglected. il
the thief <urnnot steal he ull bie honest, because "lie
bas got to."' Under tht Scott Act tht drunkard "but
got te"I pra'ltise sohriety. With an efficient oflicer the
rogue "lbas got te"I pay the duty. Surely in sjud
cases there is ne morality. The thief, tht drunkard,tht
rogue, art immoral, although they carnsot do irnmorij
acts. Tht man who dotes is diity only because lt
"lbas got te," wili neyer deny hiniseîf from a sense a<
duty. Nay, hae is the craven-hearted coward tiut
yields te force ; and uhen hae "lbas got te," or sufer,
lies or shares the plunder, or commit perjury, or decse
God and righteousnes. Nobility and heroism cana«
grow in this soil.

Another, wben urged ta duty, replies, IlWbat's till
use?" If such aman can make gain byseemingtob,.
moral, ha rill act morally, for IlIt is of use." II(k
can make money by doing right and sptaking taisti
ha uili do se. If ha can gain honour or faveur 4
kindness and gocdness, bc wiil be kind and good--à
appearanceat least. But,ontbe athar hand,ifhecw
get maney, or posit-on, or hanour withaut hocMu,
trulli and goodness, "'what's the use" cf being honesg
truc and geod? A sharp trick in business; a peliticgi
lie; an exarnination fraud ; an unkind violation di
friendship is justifiable in tht cyts cf sucli men if i
Ilis of use.» A man uhe becomes moral wben righ.
eousne:,s pays, will become immoral when he thirli
that unrighteousness pays botter.

A third nman, wheu urged to duty, tells you Ibet
as ne enjoyment in doing it." Thereforc ha refun
It is the fashaiox no3wad-.Ys tei set fOrth the Ptaso
accompanyii'g religion, temperance, and good lînng
generally as the reasan for being moraL l. "Ye kisot
you will be a happier apan if you are religieus abd
moral." Hence the rage for religiaus and mordi
amusements and entertaining religions. IlPleax
men"I we are told ; Ilmake religion and tempera=c
enjoyable ; do net repel men by puritanic sitrder,
of niorals. But surely there is a militaire here akr
Tht man who professes te love God, and do bis diM
on account of the pleasure it affordâ bim, ujîl certan.ý
serve Satan and do wickedness if hae cames ta tIsai
that there is more pleasure te be had by so do4q
Tht man that dots not drink, and attends rclgira
meetings for t sake of tht pleasure that is coe.
nected with temperance and religion, will quaif tà
wine-cup, freqtuent tht bar-rooni, hoe found amids
scencs of revelry, attend tht dance and theatre ài
seant as hc is persuaded that there is rftare pleasure c
ha had in diese things. Ceax men tri bo religous
Make thern moral by enjoyment ! Naver ; it 15 u>l
possible. Tht man who makes plcasura bis chief *t
is immoral quite as miuch as the man who makes monq
or henour bis god, or as the mai tbat yields te fort
and, ccward-like, abtys man rather than God. In li
such way can tht noble character ha produced tIa
say s,"I How shail I de this "fickedness and sin agaizi
God? Stand yc in the ways and sec, and ask fer t
aId patbs, whe.re is tht g-)ad way, and walk thereon
And wbat arcthese? Jur tha cld.fashioned notica
of right and duty . Love God and fear Hém ilau
your neighbour and do him geod. Do justly, lItn
marc y, and walk bumbly with thy God. When c*l
science speaks, obey it wben God speaks, obe
Hini. Do right because it is right;i do your day
hecause you ought. Do not ask questions as té
the consequances of rizht doing, but for God's s*k
do riglit. Dire te bc truc, *:sast, and ind. Il
wa can taach aur children this mctality-this feu
of God, wie shail have a nation of frecen, braiti
gentreus, and noble. They wili net yield to bru't
force, nor maanly subrnit ta wrong.doing for the sakeai
gain or pleasure. They will be beyond tht pouer ali
of the rudiless tyrant that would crush down oppol'
tion, and cf tht mean chut that would debaucli0


