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RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.

.MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.,

Centinued from page 188.
Tho following Extracts are from the Journal of
Mr. MAcruersox, stationed ot Alexandria :

April 1st, 1823---Called with twe frieuds at the
Greok and Coptic Convents. At the formor Can-
vent we found tho priests engaged in tho worship of
God in the Chapol, heing Eastor week. Having
ao opportunity of conversation with them, wo pro-
coedod to the Coptic Conveat, where the priest who
was in waiting was oxtrewmely igoorant, and could
scarcoly read iis own language. I had with mo an
Arabic and Coptic Psaltor, which I showed m .
but as I had, on a former occasion, presented the
Superior with ono, I thought it not necessary to give
it to him, ospecially as ho did nor scem to bo able
to read it !

« Gth, (Easter Sunday.)—I preached on board
tho ship Leonidas, Captain A. This geatloman,
who was formerly a Licutcuant in tho Navy, keops
good ordor on board his vessel, and sets a good ex-
amplo to his men. Ho makes me welcomie to his
shig for Divine Service, so long as she is in port ,
and I have not, for months, bad more numerous
congregations.

* May Ist.—A well-dressed Mohammodan_called
upon me this morning, ~ th whom 1 converscd on
the subject of the Gospel. Iread to him the first
chapter of Genesis, and comimcnted on the prime-
val state of man, his rebellion, and the redemption
~f our world through our Lord Jesus Christ. Ie
proposed cafling to-morrow, when he will bring a
friond with him. He soemed much surprised at m)
new doctrine.

* 3d.—Tho Mohammedan beforementioned, call-
ed this foronoon, bringiug two Turks along with him
for the purpose of arguing with me on the merits
of the Christian religion. One of them, who read
and understood Arabic well, commenced by assert-
ing, with a sarcastic smile on his countenance. that
Mohammed was tho most eminent and noble of all
prophets, and sealer up of Divine Revelation. 1
wterrupted him by remarkidz, * Wo shall never
arrive at the truth, if wo take asseriion for argu-
ment. You affirm that Mohammed is a prophet.
and that the Koran is the Word of God ; permit
me to ask you to produce the Evidences on which
yoar belief i thd Divine Mission of your Prophet is
iounded I It was cvident he did not expect to bo
<hus pressed for proof ; the smile of defiunce gradu-
all vanished, and he became moro serious. After
some further convorsation, they appeared to be con-
vinced that the evidence in favour of Christianity
&:'oponderated ; but were unwilling to confess it !

bey, however, acknowledged that my words were
good. Having fixed their attention, I spoko to
them of the fall of man; the introduction of Sin
toto the world ; the promisc of a Saviour; the in-
carnation of Chrisy, his public ministry, his death,
his resurrection, asconsion into Heaven, and inter-
cession. They contirued to hear with much atten-
tion. I gave one of them an Arabic Bible, which
be promised to rcad. They tuok their leave of me
apparently much pleased with their visit, and pro-
tnised to come again, and bring with them a book
which they begged me to read with them.

¢ 6th.—Two of the "urks who were with me on
Saturday, called this morning. After coffee had
been brought, we entered into corversation on the
topics which were discussed at our last meeting.
One, 0 whom ! had given an Arabic Bible, said
he read it ive hours every night, aad was much
pleased with its history. After some previous con-
versation, I read and oxpounded the third chapter
of St. John's Gospel, and then asked them if they
had brought the book with them of which they had
spoken. It was immediately produced. It con-
sisted of prayers, and quotations from tho Koran.
I read a portion of it, and offored a fow remarks.
Our interview lasted about three hours. We
parted good friends. They are dctermioed to call
upon mo again. May the Hely Spirit load them
into all truth.

¢ 11th.—The Bethcl flag was hoisted on board
the Protector, where, after officiating on shore, I
greached to an attentive congregation of sailors.
trust the Lord brought the word home to the con-
scicnces of some. I was happy to find on board
the Protector, as first officer, a Mr. H. who is a
momber of somo standing in the *Wesloyan Con-
mwxion.

—

 13th.—DMyr. H. dined with mo to day. I trust
wo were mutuslly edificd. In tho aftornonn I
hirought him to my Arab School, with which he was
wmuch gratified.

* 19th.—Conversed with a European, whg s
desirous of recoiving Spiritual mstiuction. Ifo isa
Papist by profession. .

© 3lst.—Hud somort@vorsation with a Levan-
tine Christinn, who is auxious to becomne acquunt-
ed with wy views of Religious Truth. 1lie in;
quired if Protestauts used confession to the priest.
1 roplied, * They confess their sins to God, but not
to the priest.’”

At dtockholn considerablo interest is produced
by the presence aud labours of vur Missionary, and
wany cucouraging tokens of suceess havo already
appeared.

“I'he oniaw Isles, to which a Missionary has bu:
recently been appoioted, the Comwittee regurd as
atfording a valuable post of observation, from which
suitable preparations may be made for the comwmu-
nication of Seriptural influence to differeut pusts of
Greeeo. At present, Mr. Croggon is principally
uccupred in private instruction, the op}wrtuumcs of
eaercising s public nunistry being only occusional.
Receutly Dr. bialloblutzky, formerly Lecturer of
Divinicy at the Lwvenity of Gottingen, bas been
appotated to juin hum, in order to embrace the first
favourablo openiugs for visiting the Morea and
Palestine.  Mr. Croggon having lately spent a short
tnne in Cephalonia and the weighbouring islands,
thus notices the principal occurences of bis visit.

‘o I lett Zante ou the Yth of May, in the Steam-
hoat, and m a few hours landed 1 Argostoli, the
chief town 1 the island of Cephalonia ; here I was
gladly recenved by a pious Luglishman, a member
of the Church of England, with whom I had cor-
respunded sinco my residing at Zaate, but had never
an opportumty of seemg him before. It was a
very gratfying sight to behold a class of 14 fine
Greek lads at bis house learmng the English lan-
guage. Seventy of the youug mwen and boys of
Cephalonia are under his care, and his labours bave
not becw 1 vain.  In his houso I found the whole of
Mr. Wesloy's works, (except two volumes lost in
lending) ; thoy were given lnm by a plous captain
iu the army (now iu glory), and bear the marks ¢
being well reud. My friend finds them ap invalua-
ble treasure. Cut oft frow all public roligious wor-
ship, despised by the gay and thoughtless, yea, I
may truly say, accouuted by his own countrymen a
madman and an enthusiast, what sources of com-
fort do the word of God, and books writtea by meu
of God, afford to the Christian? The Grocks,
however, regard this humble individual as a Saint,
for with all their superstitions, a regular pious
conduct convinces them of the reality of religion.

« Ju the works of Mr. Wesley, among other re-
marks written by the captain, I found the following
note, on the first page of the tract on Christian Per-

fection :—* Beloved brother in the Lord Jesus Chirist,

pause here before you peruse the following tract of.
what all who know him must confess the author to
have been, a master in Isracl : Pause, I exhort you,
and offer up a prayer to the throne of Gracoe for a
humble, teachable, unprejudiced mind; that you
may bo enabled ‘to lay hold of the truth, whenso-
ever or wheresoever you may find it: at the same
timo that you may be kept from falling into error,
noge but a converted person should venture on this
tract.’

About five miles from Argostoli, I found a very
heartily welcome at the house of a Scotel Baptist
winister and his wife, whoso object is to establish a
Female School. A conventis granted to them by
the Government, and fitted up to receive young
ladies. Horo I saw nuns belonging to tho Groek
Church, but who are not liko Roman Catholic
nuns, shut up in a house ; but go about the village.
1 beliove their only restraimt is, that of not eating
animal foed.

« From tho Convent, I went to Samos, onco a
celebrated city, now a fow misorable huts; and
from thence I walked to Euphemin, where I found
a boat.going to Ithaca, in which I embarked; and
in about an hour and a half, with a strong brecze, I
arrived safely at this intergstiog litdlo Island, X was
very kindly received at tho house of a respectable
Greek family, where Ilodged for a fow aays; 1
had much conversation with them and others on
tho stato of roligion and cducation in Ithaca,
Thero are 11 churches, and about 20 priests; a

Laneastorinn school for boys, and a girls’ schoul,
where I foungl 8 scholurs; 15 have been educated
in this school, which was established at the timo an
Eaglish lady resided in Ithica. Marks of recent
infproventents in tho roads, &c. are vary ovident
hore, as well as in the other Islands. O that every
weans saken for tho religious and moral improve-
mout of the people may also prosper. [ returned
fram fthaca to Argostoh, and camo back to Zaute
form thenco, May 22,

** In tho course of my journey, I distributcd abous
300 tracts and bouks, in Engﬁsh, Greok, Italian,
and French; aund held conversations with many
persons on the subjoct of religion, as it.is only by
such means that at piesent tho work can be pursued
in thesy parts.”

ON THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE, AND THE INTIMATE
CONNEXION BETWEEN MORALITY AND RELIGION. .

. Bya Lady.
4 Severe decrees may keep our tongues in awe,

But to our thoughts—what cdict can give law 1"
Drryoex.

When wo reflect upon the pleasures of sin, whick
can be but for a scasen, and the vast disproportion
of that punishmeut which wmast be its consequence,
we cao hardly suppose it possible, that a creature
endowed with perceptive faculties should, for the
suke of present cnjoimcnt. hazard ecternal misery
aud wretchbedness. But that there are such persons,
and that there number is not circurnseribed, daily
exJ)ericncc too sadly evincos ; who alike disdain the
aid of reason, and the forcible appeal of conscience.

With the most beueficient design did the great
Author of our existenco implant a never-failing
monitor iv ‘he human breast, whose approving
oower, or condemaing influence, becomes at once
un admonisher and fricad. The young, the artless,
and the inerperienced, may all with sccurity rely
upon its influence: and if they follow its dictates
they will rarely be led astray. Passions (say tho
hhertine and the licentious) would never have been
implated in the human bosom, if sin could be at-
tached to the gratification of them by a God of mer-
cy, who evidentlystudies his-creatures’ happiness.—
Wilfully vaiu casuists, and deep designing mislead-
ers, can ye find sentiments like these throughout the
wholo of the sacred writings? Are wo not there
invagiably told, that man is prone to evil; and that
even his very thoughts must be controlled.

If we wero to dio like the beasts that perish, and
with life terminated evory specics of existence, then
indeed there might be some justifiable reason for the
practice of present enjoyment ; but as the very con-
struction of our frame, the improving clevation of
our faculties, and the dictates of religion, proclaim
a superior state to this, shall we, for the sake of
present enjoyment, forfeit all pretensions to future

happiness 2

when we reflect upon the shortness of this lifo,
when compared with eternity, of how little conse-
quence does it appear, whether passed in misery or
happiness ; not that Y mean to infer, that we are
axpected to bocome indifforent to our situation, or
entirely supcrior to these trials we may be destined
to experienco ; for Lonly wish to caution thoso who
may be exposed to them, against sinking undor af-
flicting circomstances, uod to remind them, that
the sucred Seripturcs assurs us, that God has pre-
pared such enjoymonts for * thom that lovs him, a3
surpass man's understanding.”

?;f what nature those enjoyments are, the in-
spired Writers have not inforrued us ; yot sufficient
has becn told to instruct us in the path of duty, and
to teach us to walk humbly with our God. What
an admirable lesson of Rumility is displaycd in the
contrast botween the Pharisee and the Publican!
and how impressively doos it caution us against ar-
rogance and presumption ! confirming us in the con-
viction, that the performance of the most imposing
of all moral dutics must ncither be accompanied by
vain boasting, or self-applauding astentation. The
act of smiting his hecast, when he felt tho weightof
his transgressions, the Saviour of mankind informs
us, gave ovidence of the penitent Publican was jus-
uﬁcg rathor than the proud Phariseo, in the eyes of
his Creator s, shall frailty, then, presume to boast of
thoss acts of kindness, which may have been ser-
viceablo to its fellow-creatures? Howover trifling
these acta may have been, thoy invariably carry



