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REPORT OF THE U.S. COMMISSIONER
OF AGRICULTURE.

Close upon the end of 1871 we havereceived
& copy of the Report of the U.S Com-
missioner of Agriculturefor 1870. Though
-some of the contents are of permanent
value, much of the interest of other parts
is considerably abated by the lapse of time,
and the intormation has slready been
anticipated by other published accounts.
Of this class are the statistics of the: crops
and the weather, which are useful now
_chiefly as standards of comparison.
Notwithstanding this drawbacis, the vol-
.uminous report, extending over nearly 800
pages, is very acceptable, and contains
‘much valuable matter. A glanco at the
crop returns should be especiaily reassur-
ing to the Canadian farmer who is disposed
_to be dissatisfied with things at home. The
average yield of almost every crop that
we profess to raise at all in Canadais below
our own, either in comparing the same
years or estimating the general average.
The highest returns come from California,
Oregon, Nevada, and the Territories; tue
lowest from the Southern States—notably,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama,
and Mississippi.  ‘The average yield of
wheat is given at 8 bushels to the acre in
Georgia, and 19 in California. In the
Bastern States it averaged from 12 to 16.
An improvement is noted in the con-
ditior and care of stock, and the starvation
and neglect to which so many animals
have been wont to be exposed during the
winter is becoming less prevalent, as wiser
and more human views are exteuding
among the people.
I The volume containts a very interesting
entomologicul report of the insects, in-
jurious and beneficial, that have speciaily
come under notice during the year. The
chemical report is also of great value.
Considerable prominence is given, in a very
claborate paper by Ardre Poey, to the sub-
Jeet of agricultural meteorology. The
President of the American Pomological
Socicty, Marshall P, Wilder, contributes a
brief account of the history and progress
of that valuable institution. Some space

is devoted to a popular description of the
minor vegetable products and their sources,
such as the oils, the gums, spices, bovearge
plants, &e. The dairy, and itsincrensingly
important interests, receive due attention.
The subject of agricultural education, of
irrigation, modes and results of underdrain-
ing, and a varicty of other topics, are
brought under consideration; und the
complication is altogether more than com-
monly rich in carafully collected informa-
tion, which wi' e found valuable 1o the
agriculturist ot . .uada as well as of the
States. The work is to be procured, we
believe, by application to the U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which bas always
shown itself very liberal in disseminating
its publications, and we cordially tender
our thanks to the Honorable Commissioner
for the valuable and interesting report,
which according to former custem has been
courteously sent to us.

Tree Law or New York.—“The Tree
Law” of New York State, as recently
amended, and now on the Statute Book,

seems to us an eminently good one, and |

much needéd at this time. Itis as follows:
‘ Any inbabitant liable to highway tax who
shall transplant by the side of the public
highway any forest shade irces or fruit
trees, of suitable size, shall be allowed by
the overseers of highway, in abatement of
his highway tax, one dollar for every four
wrees set out; but no row of elms shall be
placed nearer than seventy feet; norow
of maples or other forest trees nearer than
fifty feet, except locust, which raay be set
thirty feet apart; trnic trees must also be
set at least fifty foet apart; and no allow-
ance as before mentioned, shall be made
unlecs such irees shall have becn set out
the year previous te the demand forsaid
abatement of tax, and are living and well
protected from animale at the time of such
demand.” The cities need just such a law,
The large towns need it. The country
needs it. All need it, and if all heed it, in
its true spirit and interests, New York will
be a very difterent State in 1900 from what
it would if nome regard its suggestions,
Many advantages will result, as eftect fol-
lows cause, from a faithful, earncst carcying
out of this law. Some of these are so
obvious that mea who have gtudied the
influence of forestry and tree planting on
human welfare at all, will cry out with us
for more trees, and will wish, as we do,
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