
b.

circulars as may bo sont out by the-officers
of the society during th% yecar.

HORATIO SEYMOUR, Pros.
GARDNER B. WEEK9, Sec'y.

SmutcusE N. Y., Dec, 5, 1871.

IREPFORT 0F TIRE Il. S. COMMISSIONER
0F AGIZICULTURB.

CloEe upon the end of 1871 we have received
a copy of tho Report of the U. S Com-
missionor of Agriculture for 1870. Thougli
soma of tho contents are of perman ent
value, much of tlue interest of other parts
is fonsidcrably abated by the lapse of ti me,
and the information fias already been
anticipated by other published accounts.
0f thib class are tlue statisties of the- crops
and tue weather, which are useful now
-thiefly -as standards of' umparison.

Notý%vithstanidinig this drawbaick, the vol-
~uiosreport, extending over nearly 800

pag,,es, is very acceptable, and contains
much valuable unatter. A glance at the
crop returns should be especially -reassur-
ing to the Canadian fairmer who is disposod
te be dissatisfled with tluings nt home. 'I ho
average yield of almost every ci-op that
we profess te raise at ail in Canada is below
our own, cither in coinmparing the samne
years or estimating the gonieral average.
The highiest returns corne fîlom Catifornia,
Oiregc>n, N'wa.-,da, and tho Teu'ritories; tuie
liwest lrom the Southern States-notably,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama,
anud Mississippi. '['he averagea yield of
wbeat isgiven ut 8 bushels to the acre in
Georgia, .and 19 in California. In the
Eastern States it aver.9ged front 12 to 16.

An imiprovemont is noted in the con-
dition and cure of stock, and the starvation
and rieglcct to whieh so many animais
have been 'vont to bo exposcd during the
'winter i beuomning less prevalent, as wiser
and niore human views are extending
among the people.

The volume çontaints a very intoresting
entomologieni report of the insocts, in-
jurious and beneficial, that have speciaily
corne under notice during the year. Tho
chemical report is alsoi of great value.
Considerable prominence, is given, in avcry
claborate papor by .Andro Pocy, to the sub-
Ject of agrieultural meteorology. The
President of the American Pomological
Society, Marshall P. Wilder, contributes a
brief aceount of the history and progrress
of tiuat valuable institution. Some space

'is devoted te a popular description of the
minor vegetable products and-their sources,
such as the oi4s, the gums, spices, bevearge
plantq, &c. The dairy, and its increasingly
important intcrests, receive due attention.
The subject of agricultural education, of
irrigation, modes and resuits of underdrain-
ing, and a variety of othor tepiés, are
brouglit under consideration; and the
complication is altogether more than com-
monly rich ia csvif*ully collected informa-
tion, which wi' jo found valuable to the

giculturizst et >nd as well as of the
States. The worki is to, bo procured, we
bolieve, by application to flic U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which bas ieways,
shown itself vary liberal in di!sseminating
its publications, and we cordially tender
d~ur thanks te the Honorable Commissioner
for the valuable and iiiteresting report,
which aecording to former custem. bas been
courtcously eent to us.

TREEc IJAWi ne NEw Yoitic.-«1 The Tree
Law" of New York State, as recently
amended, and now on the Statute I3oolz,
scems te us an emincntly good one, and
mucli needèd at tluis time. It is as follows:
IlAny inhabitant liable, to highway tax whio
shahl transplant, by the side of the public
highwaxy atiy forest shade trces or fruit
treep, of suitablo size, shahl bo alloivcd by
thc. overseers cf higliway, in uubutemoint of
hs,ý highway tax, one dollar for cvcry four
zrccs set ont; but no row of clins bhahl bo
plae.ed nearer tluan seventy feet; ne row
c'n)maples or othor forest trees fleurer than
fifty feet, exeept locnst, wvhich roay bu set
thirty- feot apurt; frui trocs must al>o bo
set at least lifty frcet apart.; and no allow-
ance aa before inentioned, :Jhai -be made
unlhsssuch) ties shalh have bec-i set out
the year previous to the demand for said
abatement of tax, aad are living and well
protected from animale at tho Vi me of sucli
demand." The cities need just such a law.
The large towns need it. The count.ry
needs it. Ail need it, <ind if all heod it, ini
its truc spirit and interests, Neiw York wvill
bo a very différent State in 1900 front what,
it would if none regard its suggestions.
Many advaatages will rebult, as efièct, fol-
lows Cause, front a faithfnl, earaest carfyiag
ont of this Iaw. Somo eof these, are se
obvious that men who have j4udied the
influence of forestry and treoc planting on
huuman welfare at ail, will cry eut with, us
for more trees, and will wish, as we do,
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