
the bravory and enthusiastic zea! witb wbich they puraued their
purpose. After a severe atruggle of forty days the Crusadere
were victorious, and the city surrendered to tbemn. For more
than eigbty years they retained possession of the place, and
many thousanda of pilgricms annually flocked to its sacred
ubrines. In A.). 1187 the city %vas agan taken by the Turko,
in whose possession it. remained (%vith the exception of four
years, when. it was in the banda of the Chri8tiana) tilt 1822.
At this time it became subjeot to the Pasha of Egrypt, who re-
tained it under bis power tilt 1841, when it was restored to the
Turice, wbo are sutl its rulers.

Tbougb the wild onthusiasm of the days of tbe Cruaders bas
passed away, it stili is visited by mnany with the deepest interest.
It is now inbabited by Mabomedans, Jews, and Cliristians.
bts prosent condition is a striking commentary on the truth of
the Holy Soripturea, showing how precisety God fulfills ait bis
threatened judgments. Though once "1,beautifut for situation
*-the joy of the wbole eartb," it now presents no romains of
ita ancient beauty. Eigbteon hundred years ago the place
whero it once stood was ploughed over as a field, suud flot a
atone left of its glorious temple wvhich wvas flot throwa down.
Now, aias 1 it is in the bands of the enemy, and only by suffer-
ance can its ancient people visit its ruina. The place so pro.
clous to them, as the scene of their nation's glory, bas been
wrested fron tbem, and tbey are acattered tbrougbout the
world a nation of out-casts. And ail thia bas befallen
tbem because of their sins, especiatly because of that climax of
guilt, the rejection of the Messiah-because they put to death
the Lord of Glory 1

Yet, even in the ruina of lerusalem the Christian sees
grouad of confidence and hope, confidence [n that God who bas
so fully vindicated bis honor, and hope, that as hia tbreatenings;
have been so exactty fulfltled, so hia promises of mercy wvil1 fot
fa.il. By the eye of faith the Christian looks forward to the
time as, perbapa, flot far distant when Jerusaleni shahl again
be the borne of the Jew, who, if ho «"abide flot stiti la unbelief,"
shall become a living branch of the tiue vine. The signa
of the limes seeni, to the observing mnd, to point to, the
fulfiliment of those prophecies which foretell the restoration of
God's ancient people to the ]and of their forefathers ; whe.n
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