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the maturity of the maie and the female
plants, âay about toit days after the maie
has ripened. The instrument uscd for
cutting hcmp ln something like a rcaping
hook, olily the blade liq mucit strenger,
ncariy straight, with the. aligbtestluiward
curve, and atbout twenty iuches long; the
haudie is straight, two, feet in lengtl.

If the crop is te be eut with the hemp-
kuife, the operator la rcqtiired te eut at
once through the widtb corrcàponding te
tbe length of the bemp in his mer, in an
even, smooth swatb. It is aftowards
spread eut on a mndow f0r retting. This
is "ldew rettiuig."

I think yen wiII sgrce with me that
the Ketitucky mode is preferable, for the
following resens:

lst. J3ecause it does flot exhaust, the
soi], the seed not being nllowed te ripen;
lbut if it stands for seed, it is oit ail bauds
acknowledged te be an exhausting crep.

2nd. It saves ene ptillitig, botit male
and female hemp beiîug pulled or eut nt
once; sud tbat one pulliug saved amounts
te, more than eue hiaîf the work of bar-
vcsting. It speaks te common sense that,
the firat pulling alone, according to
the European system, wheu yen must
choose and pull the' plants one by one,
takes more time than a general pulling
or cutting of ail the planta at the same
ime, and when they corne in Europe te

the second pulling, that, of the female
plants as they do rot stand quite close
tegether (the maIe plants haviug been
removed,) the work dees met procced
qi te as rapidly, iu proportion te the
number of plants puiled, as it dees lu
Kentucky.

8rd. Wbeu it i8 inteuded te ret hemp
lu water, the warmer the water is the
more rapid and perfect la tbe Wetting.-
Now, as the seasen advances towards
autunin, the water cools rapidly. The
ten or twelve days during which the fe-
male hemp la allowed te, stand abser the
male la pulled, aud the time afterwards
required for hardeuiug sud ripening the
seed, and tàking iL off (which la often
pretracted te eue or two weeks b' rain,
for the aeed cannut be kuocked off unles
the plant ia perfectly dry,) ma>' cause a
long delay, duriug whieh tîte water often
gets toù cold fer rettiug the female plant
(as bappened te me st fali), and tieu
yen muet rett on the ground, whieu the
coleur is net se fiue. This appiies more
particularly te Lower Canada, wliere the
seasons, are aLerter.

'4tb. 1 think the fibre of the female
plant is; strenger when pulîed before tho
seed is ripé..

The high price of labour on this con-
tinient accounts for the new mode of bar-
vestin. adopted ini America. The Ken-
tuckyhemp la quite ais streng as Russian,
but lts celour is not as clemr, owing to
its heiug retted out greund, and it accord-
ingI>' cempels the rope.maer te employ

a tar of a llghter coleur, whlicIi is more
ovpensîve than that required for the
Russian hemp. Their water in Kentucky
is net soft onough for rettinig bemp.

The Kentuckiana sacrifice the seed,
but they bave found out thiat tho saving
lu labour botb in lhe pulling, and alter-
warda lu the curing of the seed, more
th co mpensates for th a s of the seed.
In other places, where labeur la cheapier,
it mayb otherwise. We bave.stili geL
a great de 1 learn f rom experience.

For those who wili try the European
platn (as both plans onght tq be fairly
trIed) and save the seed, r will state
that,' taketn equal weights of flirx seed
sud hemp seed, bempi seed will yield lu
oil two.tbirds of the quantit>' that fiax
seed dees. This statement, however,
muet not be looked upon as concînsive.
It la mercI>' a porsonai, opinion, based
upon the resuits of one experiment made
thisi last fali at Messrs. Turcotte's oil
miii nt Beauport. These gentlemen hadl
never werked bemp seed before. As
As we ga in experience we may expect
more favurable resulte. But, even cal-
culating upon that, if an acre of hemp
yields, say twelve or fourteen busliels of
seed, and 1 think it will do that if care-
fuliy worked, that yield would be au lui-
portant item, well worth the farmer's
censideration, where cbeap labeur caui be
obtaiued. The ol la employed, iu Eu-
rope for painting. I get ours tried here
by a reliable painter, snd it gave much
satisfaction. It appears, however, te
change the colour of white Iead a trie
more tban flax oil dees, but it, la jugt as
good for ever>' other paint. The bemp
cake la fout to cattle with tbe saine
restits as flax cake.

1V0 bave seen that by following the
Kvîutucky mode of harvesting, the seed
la sacrificed. Iu order te procure the
seed hîcces%-iry for the next season's 50w-
ing, they lay eut a iaal pateh of good
land lu blîls~, a couple of feet lu diameter,
disposed ini straight rows, three feet spart
eaeh way. The>' plant seven or eiglit
seeda lu the hill. The saine rules obser-
ved for the cultivation of indian corn wili
appby in the after culture of hemp-seed.
Those plants, with î,lenty of room te ex-
paud iaterally, wl 1 throw out, in everydirection, branches thaît -et covered wih
seed. 0f course, their fibre ia quite
buthl owing te those f:.tne branches,

btthe yield lu seed la extraordinar>'. 1
teck myseif, rom two plants, about oe
plut apiéce ofeclean seed. Yeu eaui form
au idea of how amail an ar- of ground
would be required. lu order te yield oee
bushel ef seed.

As te the pecnniaxy returns from hemp
grown for the fibre, per acte, 1 must
base my calculations upon the price paid
aur farmera luit summer, mamely, hlsf a
copper a pouud for unretted hemp, sud
eue copper fer retted, delivered at the

Mill. One Maui wus pad at the rate of
sixty dollars per acre, irrespective of the
value of the seed, but that wua the high-
est. Those who had well sclected the
land generally ranged between that rate
and tbirty-fivo dollars. The drougbt in
our part of the country wns extraordi-
nary. The hemp crop suffercd very se-
verely from it, as did the fiax, se that our
succeais vas far fvoin complote. Some
farmers wuo, Ladl oown their homp in
good sel, but such as Sebastan Delamer
describes as Ilapt to be scorcbed. by the
suin,» were disappointed. Some others
wbo pitched it iii carelessly in poor soil,
without due preparation, and expected a
miracle, were more than disappointed.
One must be prepared to meet these
checks with patience. lHêwever, the go-
noral re8ultà of lut atimmer's trial, ai-
lowing for the great damage dloue by the
uuusuial drouglit, whicli, at one Lime made
me féar that ail was lost, wcre of such a
nature as te encourage those upon wbosie
help we muet mainly depend-tie care-
fuI, intelligent sud enterprising farmers,
whose example wilJ tellin the course of
time upon theo ters.

When the maie and femnale plants are
pullcd separately, the female being kept
for seed, the price of haîf a copper a
pound for unretted hemp is mot unfir te
tbe manufacturer. Both plants are then
brougbt te him -ripe; the ssp is dried up.
the leaves are gene, and in that state it
will flot ]ose more than haîf its weight ln
retting. which will bring it te, one copper
per pound for retted hemp. True the
manufacturer bas got the trouble of rot-
ting but it may be worth bis while te
have ponds, and rat it in water, 'which
wil give hlm a superior article, the fsrm.
er generally retting on the ground. But
that same price of half a copper a pound
for liemp flot retted, when both the maie
sud female plants are pulled at once, is
more than the manufacturer ought te
pay; for while the male is dry, aud
worth that price, the female is 8till green
and toaded 'with leaves, and 'wil lose
more than haif the wrigbt in retting;
there ougbt te be sme deductien in tJiat
case, gay oue-fifth or ene.sixth on the
wbole; if the crop bas been eut down
with the hemp knife, the deduction ougbt
te be miicli smaller, if any, because the
manufacturer bas fot ieu et te psy for
the weight of the roots, which is a ona-
siderable item. For my part, tutil the
wbole business is more practicaliy under-
stood by us, 1 would prefer it if t.he farm.
or were te ret bis beinp himmeif, even on
the ground, and deliver it at the miii st
the rate of one eopper a pounid, as soma
bave done. At that rate, eue acre well
cultivsted, ougbt te yield him about, fifty
dollars. It would met impoverish the
land if both male and tamale plants Sté
removed at one dîne and would prepare
i; for wheat.
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