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dents to, pass away the tiie, and that it
afterward receivcd a poctical dresb. But

it does tnt seern probable that a story
having such a completc plot could be
told off-hand even by students ; and in
the next place the parts are railier too
well connccted te be the production of
seven difftrent rnnds. On the other

hand there are those who hoid the belief
that the introduction describing the in-
cidents at the old abbey is altogethier
tlctitius and hias no other use ihiaî to

serve as a cu'nwenient ivay of introducing
the subject on iviicli the poet wislies to
mrite. This seemis to be the right vicw

of the case.
Vet it cannot be denicd tbat there

may have occurred sonie incident sini

ilar to tbat descrihed ini thc introduc-
tion, on wbich Trennyson foutids bis

poeni. Be that as, it may, there is
manifestly sonie truth whiclî lie wislies

to inculcate, and it is altogu.lber unilikely
that seven students, gathiercd together

in the mianner describeci, should, with-
out any foretiiougbt or pireviously laid
plan, tell a story ini seven different parts,

which would poinlt so, clearly to, tbat or

any other truth. Reasoning illus we are

Ibrought to the conclusion ilhat UiC pout

is giving expression to bis owvn hult
ini the main hody of the pocin, and that

it is therefore a kind of alegory.
But besidestlhegreat truthi which under-

lies the whole pocm, there are several mi-

nor triiths that are more or less evident.

The first wve notice is concerning the
relations of landlord and tenant. Land-
lords seldoni seeni to realise that they
have it greatly in their power to render
the lives of their tenants not only nîuch
fiappier and more pleasant than they
generally are, but also niuch miore use
fuI. Iii Sir IVaiter Vivian, Tennyson
(rives a fine exam pie of the b)eneficent
landiord. Sir Walter lias the gciod of
his people at heart and not only niakes
thei happy out instructs ilieni in the
înost pleasant and practical wvay, and
wbile titus contributing to tlîer hiappi-
ness lie bene-fits them, henefits himself
and beiaefits society in genieral. How
nîuch ill-will and strife would bc avoided,
and worse than wasted esîergy saved, b>'
the checerful co-ope*ation of lanidIord and
tenant! How greatly igblt the usclul-
ness of the working classes be increased,
and their standard of intelligence raised
by such a systein of instruction as Sir
WValter Vivian adopted ! WVe like to
dwell uI)3f this beautiful picture of the
mutual love and consideration of land-
lord and tenant.

In reading this part of T1ennyson«s in-
troduction we observe thiat lie is a scien-
tist as well as a poet. lie presses into
blis service and nmakes effective use of
modern science, a subject which Mali
nîighit look upion as being altogether too

practical ever to becorne the hielpmieet
of poetry. Tennyson takes sucli things
as steam and water power, electricity,
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