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of the Creation and of the 1)eluge fornîied part of the coin-
mon hecritage of the Scmitic peolls evr~hr. There is,
therefore, no nied to suppose thiat the Jews incorporated thlese
iii thieir sacrc(l books only at a later tiic Mi'en tliey againi camne
inito contact withi the 1Babyionialns by conqucst.

:\rchiaeology lias furtier tended to (liscre(lit the resits ot
literarv criticisin byv fuirnisliig in(lepenlent evi(lence of the
substantial trth of the lîistory given in the 1?cntateuicli. It is
alnîiost a nccssary coniseqcneicé of thc X\clhautiseni tlieory
thuat the history whli cli appears ini the Pentateuicli sliould be

alîst Nvlholly tra(litional. and Largely' iiitruistwvortlhy ; thiat it
sliotl( l)e niot so imuch a record of facts as a transcription of
the popullar conception of the facts, andl îlcalized hiistory par-
takzing of the chazracter of the historical novel, given niot for the
saize of the hiistorv. but for thc sakze of the rcligous truth it
iigh-lt convey. Soic of the writers of this sclîool liesitatc to

"\'O\\ suich an opinion. But Wellliaiiseni imiself does not
hecsitate to asscrt it, andl (cclare thiat the lîistory is largely a
fabrication. Accordinig to lmi, the Israelites hiad no historical
connection with Chialdaea, and wcre îlot dcscendcd froin Ab)r.--
ialii, Isaac andl Jacob), but wcre a collection of Arabian
ilomads. wl'o about i1200 R.C. appcared for thc first timie on
the east banik of the Jordon, and crossing over, succceded in
gettiîîg a foothiold ini Palestine. Thiey were niiere barbarians
asý conhlare(l wvth the earlier occupants, an(l, as lias often been
the case t111(er sinîlilar circinstances, tlîey a(loptcd the civili-
zation and1 Language, also the traditionis and, to sonie extent,
the religionî of tlheir *niew subjects, appropriating wlhatever
%vas fitted to gratify tlicir vanity or iluister to their national

pride. l'le details as to nanies, p)laces, incidlents were sîxp-
plied at a later timie, and( are miaiinlvt inventc(l. Somie eveni
(leii thîe fact of the residence iii Egvp and the exodus as miere
iîîcense offered to tlic~ nationial self-g lori fi cation.

Ini oplposition to afl this, Prof. Honmmie], iii bis latest book,
'flic Ancicut I-lel)rew Tradlition as lllustrated by th UiMonu-

niieiit." sets liiimself to marslial thîe ce'idence furnislied by


