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PLEASANT HOURS.

A Littlo Brown Ponny.

A LttTLE browa penny, worn aud old,
Dropped In the box {;_v & dimpled hand,

A littls brown penny, a'childish prayer,
Sent far away to & heathen land

A littlo brown penny, a generous thought,
A lintle less enndy just for one day ;

A young heart mvukzncd for life, mayliap,
To the needs of the heathen far awny.

The penny flew off with the prayer's swift
wings , -
It vmiried the messago by Jesus sent,
And the gloom was plorct.‘({ by radiant hght
Wherever the prayer and the messago
went.

And who can teJf of the joy it prought
To the souls of the heathen fur away,
When the darkness fell like wivéring nista
Frou:’ the beautifal dawn of the Gospel
ay? .

And who can toll of the blessings that came
To the bittle chjld whep Christ Jooked
duwn;
Or how the penuy, worn and olg
Iu heaven will change fo a gpltien crown !
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THE TRANSPIGURATION.
RY REV. L. b, BEVAN, D.I,, NK\Y YORK.
(Mark 9. 2:10.)

Tois passage contauns the narratve of
what we call ** the Transfiguration of our
Lord.” It 18 one of the most wonderful
incidonts in his life, and you must notice,
tirst of all, how very short the story is
Tho Bible does not say ¥reat deal about
the most important events of the life of
Jesus Christ, if they aré alko ‘Tety strange
and out of the commoh! “It"'H nat like
other books, whith dwdll long ujon ox-
traordinary ovents, and tivéa'gréat mahy
details, for God’s Word was “writlen "hot
that you nught be surfirised;, and mirvel,
and grow very curious, but that you-nay
believe in Jesus Ghrist, who is the chief
subjcct of all Holy Seriptute. .

Aund then you will o ‘that the trans-
fignration of Jesus'was ot seen by evéry-
body. All the Wisciples even,” wero ot

\ nllowed to behiold the ¢xcéeding glory. 'I
suppose, all were not it for it, 'or porhaps
these threo who saw it déserved’ somo
special favour more than tho otherd, of we
were to learn that God doos give some
peculiar blessings to Bome men which
others do not recoive, slthough all dten
can have the salvauon of théir sbuls, if
they will accept 1t from God. ~ + -

These three were tho peculiar friends of
Jesus Christ. Ho took thew with him
when he rmised the daushtor of Jairis
fromthé dead  They aécorpaniod hith to
the garden of Gethsemane, #nd it wis
theso who were With liith ‘when he was
g”‘ﬁﬁ,g}l}:gd‘ . - L o4 ‘: -.» Y

Fortrhes e TRy “UeRee

jugh mountain, apart by themselves.”
W& must sometimes go away from the
places where we meet men and carry on
the duties of every-day life  We must
leave the world » lony way heneath us,
that, eithor alono or in company with a few
fricnda who think und feel as we do, we
may scek for somo special sign of God's
grace, romething that will make us vory
happy, and holp us when it is all over to
be ‘;ettcr servants of Christ, and more
able to do gout to our fellow.men. Tt
need not be n lngh mowitain, for wo can-
not always go to a Ingh mountan, It
noed not bo a Jonely forest, for perhaps wo
ive an n crowded city. ]bncet} not be by
the side of the sew, for our life say be
spent far away jnland.  Bub we can find
sume quiet place in out own chiimbers, or
in somo room in the church. Tho place
does not imatter much. ‘The greaf thing is
to havo Jeshs Chtist with us, and then we
may bo suro that we shall have 'some great
blessing, and Jesus Chiist will always be
with us if we ask him, for"hé has given
that promise to all those who love and
seck him.

T daro say you would Jiko to know what
the transfiguration was Jiko. “Wg éan ohly
tel! what gcripturo has asid. "Tho face of
Jesus becamo very pright.” It shoue fike
tho sun. And the cuthes of Josus glls-
toned most gloriously; I suppose, as if thoy
had been madé of the finest silvor thread,
and spangled all over with the purest
dinmonds.  You have seop the snow just
after it has fallen, when tho sun has coms
out and shone upon it. It sparkles and
shines and glistens so that you can hardly
look at it. The clothes of Jesus, Mark
tells us, wero liko that snow. ’

And what wmade him to be thus trans-
figured? I do not think that it ‘was any
glory from outside shiniug upoh him. Tt
was the glory that was in Jesus Christ,
which burst out through the hody which
as & man he possessed, and filled the dis-
ciples with such wonder and.astonishment.
For you know that the 8on of God divelt
in human flesh in Jesus Christ, and tho
body which men saw, who lived when
Christ lived, and know him, wis n sorb of
voil hiding the glory which he really
possessed. ~ God has given uis eyes to &g
with, and wo see vory many peautifu] nind
wonderful objects in the world. But wa
sec only a very small part of what there ig
really in the universe. o could not foat
o look upon overything that God thas
made, in the light which God could makd
to shine upon-it. And so Josus Chrisg
covered with his body the beputiful light
and tho heavenly glory which alwvays shine
from his divine person. Rut At the trans-
figuration this light, like'the shining of 8
candle through the sides of & lantefn;
broke through the body of Jesth and
astonished and alinost overwhelnicd the
disciples who saw it. Haw glotious it
wauld be to sce Jesus Chrigt %iké that !
Who would not he glad to be aljowed such
a sight! And yot I i afraid some of
you are not getling ready tosce the light
of Christ's glory, which "wo are pfomised
by God woshall sce if wé will bélieyo in him
aud love him and serve him. In heaven,
Jesus is alwaya shining in a glory greatep
even than that of hig transfguration, and
if you will be his dear children, youshall
all sco that gloty, and be very glad to' B3
always in itspresence. = s

But the disciplcs did not oply sce their
Lord transfigured. T'hére eame two jiet-
sons out of tho world of spirits, and they
talked with Christ. They were Moses and
Elus, or Elyah. Mases wes the founder
of the religion of the Jews, who gave thom
their laws, and told them how thoy were
to sorve God. Elijah was tho greatest
prophet who had ever appearcd to the
‘(lmnp}o and spoke to them i the namo of

chovah.  Of course, thoy had died and
l:.eu«cd away from earth niany many years

fore. Moses died and Gad buried him,
nobody knéw where. Rlijah did nat die,
but was fakon up to Tieaven, God this
showmyg how good and' groat a man he
was. And now they vero sent back to
the carth, that they might rpeak to Jaosus,
and that we mght know that the great
work wlhich each of them did upon earth
was in §omo way to prepare for tho
greater work of onr Lond, and also that
wo niight learn that the sxlvation of man
by Jesus Christ was something s6 import-
ant that even the blessed dead, the glori-
ficd spirita of tho unécen world, iervin-
torested:in"it. For'if “you will turn’ to the
s Fome ot %y

gecount of tho tranafiguration given by St.
Luke, you wijll see that the two spirits
from heavon and Jesus Christ wero talking
ahout the death which Jesus was about to
dio in Jerusalem. It wus surcly then the
thost important thing in the world, for
heavenly beings when they returned to
carth would not converse upon anything
but that which was of greatest moment.
And yct thero are someo people who think
very little, or evon nothing at all, nbout
Jesus Christ’s death.  Weo may suro that
if Mosesand Elijal and Jesus made that
death the subject of their talk, we ought
to think about it, and learn what it wmeans,
and find out whether it ‘s not of t' o most
vital imiportance to ourselves.

And perhaps there is another lesson
which we may learn herd. We think
sonictimes that heaven is very far awny
from wg, und ‘what wo call the world of
8pirits is quite beyond otir reach. Not at
all. Tt is close by. IE is all nround us,
and if God willed it, hé could show ns in a
momeént all the glories of that wonderful
life to which he bas taken those who have
died. And you see, they aro interested in
things of the earth, if Jesus Christ has
anyt%ling to do with these things. His

death, from which we get our salvation, is.

8 matter that the blessed dead think
about ; and surely our salvation ana ~ur
rood life, which springs fromn the death of
ﬁosu'n. will therefore bo interesting to
those 3 love, who are gone beforo us to
be with God. Fathers and mothers,
and brothe's and sisters and friends, who
Kaye died, du not forget us ; and I do not
think that thoy aro parted from us by any
great distance. If Moses and Elijah could
como and talk with Clrst, perhaps our
loved ones may come and watch, and, may
be, helpus too. At all evonts, we will
think of them vory tenderly and softly, as
if they were closo by, and live always as if
we were in the presenceand under tho eye
of the holy and the happy dead.

Then came the greatest wonder of all.
A cloud overshadowed them, and the dis-
ciples heard a voice out of the cloud which
said, ** This is iny beloved son ; hear him.”
Whose voice do you suppose that was?

'hy, of course, the voico-of God. Hew
awful must that place have scemed then to
Peter and Jawes and John ! As if it were
fiot encugh tliat they should see the glory
of Jesug, and the saintly forms of the great
lawgiver and the holy prophet; but that
tlr)ém shoild be the further witness to the

uth and the claim of Jesus, namely, the
voicd of God himself. It Was only a short
sénténce that God spake. One declaration
and one comiiand. The declaration was
that Christ was his beloved Son, and the
command was, * Hear him."” Let that
then ‘Le-the closing lesson and appeal of
my words to you. It is not T vho tell you
that Ohrist Was God's Son. * It is pot
Moses and ‘the prophets that proclaim the
Saviourto you. Itis not Peter and John
and Jamea who as apostles preach the
Gospel.” ‘But it is"God himself. Heo says
thiit Jesus is” his beloved"Son. God him-
&e1f gomtiands %9'}1*&0 Héar ‘Josus. Then
surely you will Hondur “him a4 the Son of
Ged.” You -will give the answer of your
lovo to him who kopt hot-back even the
Soni whom h§ loved-so much ; and when
Jesus sjeaks you will listeir and learn, and
trast i, Then you, foo, will see a glory
of the dear Lord’s as much greater than
tho glory which tho apostles saw upon the
mountain of Transfiguration, as that glory
Wwas itself greater than the usual huinan
appearance of Jesus Christ.

‘HINDU GOD KRISHNA.

Krisnxa is che greatest favourite with
the Hindus of all their deities.  Some wor-
ship himas the supremeo spirit and the cuuse
and substance of creation. He excites great
enthusizsmn, capecially umogg hia female
worshippers.  He is prosentod in many dif-
forent forms, and is madg to.sppeir as
beautiful ar Apallo, :

His festivals* are very populsr. His
imagas are carried aboutin palanquins and
on clephants and ‘horsos. Sn ouc of the
festivals the Hindus spend tho -night in
singing and dahcing and wanderingabout
thostrects besmonred with the dolu powder,
which is ‘red; in the dsytimo they éirry
about with them a quantity of tho same

swder, and, with ‘much noise' and-rejaic-

mg, throw' it éver ‘the-differont persons
ﬁgbyguﬂ T e e omAm e
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A LESSON FROM THE OYSTER.
BY ETHEL GRERN.

Have you over thought, or perhape
noticed, that pearlsaro formed by tho secre.
tion of oysters, and have you over cirel to
koow something of that wonderful little
animal which so greatly Lenefits mankindm
many ways? First tho flesh of the oy«ter,
then tho pearls, if thoy happen to be f »
valuable kind ; also the sho[l, pounded, jives
us lime, which is useful in many ways,
And seo how wonderfully God takes car. of
the ayster, aswoll as all his other subjocts,
for if one grain of sand happens to be
washed into its sholl by tho waves it wuuld
irritato its tender flesh and ond in certan
death ; but no, the same seceretion immedi-
ately heging to form around this tiny par-
ticlo which has made such arude intrusion,
and cfo long it is the foundation of one of
theso'beautiful pearls, so puro and attrac-
tivo, that delight gverybody.

And why not liken oursolves to the
oysters, calfing thuse tiny particles of sand
every little troublethat enters our daily life,
and why not bear it with Christian forti.
tude and braveness, and turn that into
a beautiful pearl. If we did so always
our life would be one continual brig{u
sunshine, and when the ond came we
would not only have had the great joy of
a life 86 full of pearls, but to know that the
Master awaits us with the words, ‘¢ Well

one, good and faithful servant ; thou hast

been faithful over a few things, I will make

thee ruler over ‘many_things, enter thou

into the joy of thy Lord.” (Matt. 25. 21.)
lfo. Ky.

T.ouisvi

Faith in the Boys,

Have faith in the boy, not bolieving
That he is the worst of his kind,

In league with the army of Satan,
Aund only to evil inglined ;

But daily to guide and control him,
Your wisdom and patience employ,

Aund daily, despite disappointments
And sorrow, have faith o the boy.

Ah 1 many a boy has been driven
Away 1rom his home by the thought
That 1o one believed in his gooduess,
Or dreamed of the battles he fonght;
So, if you would help him to conquer
The foes that are prone to aunoy,
Eucourage him often with kinduess,
And show you have faith in the boy.

IN MEMORY OF MOHAMMED.

Wnex Mohammed was & young man he
used to travél with some of the caravans
which went northward into Syria for trade.
During these journcys he doubtless saw
and heard of the Chnstiins and Jews.
But he learned little of what Christiamty
was from what he saw. Sad corruptions
had crept into the Christian Church, and
Mary "and the sdints wére worshipped in
placo of God. ' Biit, in 86mo ay not quite
clear, Mohammed was 1éd to accept the
grand truth, of which the'Christian Church
had nearly lost sight, that there was but
onie God, and 'thatit was sgcrilcgo to wor-
ship images. So he entered the Kaaba,
the most celebrated mosquoe, and preached -
this fruth. e announced himself as the
prophet of God, and sought to destroy all
1dols. ““This afoused the ‘opposition of his
fellow-townsmen.  After a time they
pllgn_igqq to dostroy him, but he escaped
them. B '

It was during this flight of 3ohammed
from Neced Yo Meédina, in the year 622,
that tho'life of thio pfophct is said to have
been sivéd once by a spider, arid once by
pigéons. ~"Tlie spider spin his wob and
thobrooding pigcons remained undisturbed
by tho mouth of the cave whéré Moham-
med "had hidden, and his punners, think-
ing thit no mah could have been there,

od‘on. It“is .in Tomombranco of this
oliveranco that to this day pigeons are
féd from tho ‘tower of ono'of ths rmosques
of-Constantinople. -

Gexzrat Boorn, on his voya%;o ont to
Capa Colony, was introduced by Lord Car- -
Tington to ‘the silodn passengers to talk
about hiis '+ Darkest England schome” in
‘tho folldwing torms: *“Ho is the best
Inown, bestabysédand most misunderatood
manof the day.” That sunda wosderfully
‘tlike the charactérirations thit werethado of

Toho Wedsy-inhis lites days.> ~ ™
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