
T13M AM~AItANTIE.

ROMAtLNCE OF IRISII HISTORY.

DY Mîas. a-N.

Story of Dcara, Princess of Meathi.

Lorrv were thec buts, anti clear the sîrcams,
Itich cwvnedi tue sivay of Eric, Kîtîg cf Mentit.
rave 'vere tic %varniors %vio fotîgfit benteath
s banner, anti fuir v~ere ticinaitiens %vlto
rdedtierîtfor tuefighît. Rici Nvere tieclialls
Eric, witb the spoils of conqucreti focs; but
;rer thban tle red goiti anti glitterinig geî.s,
as tlie lovely tiaugliter of tic eliief-Deara,
e beautiful Derra, tbe pecrlcss flowver cf lit-
sfaii, wbcse nanie wvas en-wrcailieti in song
dl %vlîspered in ntelctiv, ilirotîgiotit the green

le. As a suabeain amiti tie stars-, Nwas tie
uglîter cf Erie. Q~ueen-llle ant imajestic

as bier foraii, yet liglit anti graceful as a

_P',ivr on lhe bis cf trnhie flowcrs lient
t b-neath lier treati. Dark as ici tieep

~aters cf a nounltain lake, shone tie eyes cf
IQcara, andi as tbe beains sparkie on lis wvavcs,

dit mIte liglir cf seul illumine ilîcir seft lus-
~e. Like îlîreads cf waý,îng golil, fvil the

liaglets cf lier liaîr, arounti a neck-, gracefîil as
-Ir 1zvam's, ani wbiiic as lte cygnet-eveiv

is Le firsi blusb cf tbe young rose.. was br
~eck anti sniics; tie brigbî. emianahion cf a
~ppy heart playeti rounti the partcd cerat cf
er fairy lips. Great ivas tie faine cf Eric;
tt grcatcr wvas Dcara's, andi unccnrpîered

;ticains and preuti kings boîv't before lier,
anquishcd bY lier bcauty.

>~ :inotig those wvho soit-git lier hati, ivas
ilRoiirk tje gallan tPrinicecf Breffit.ý Ricier

-far riciier ivere thc cîter sutitors; but wlien
dgela sway the pîtrposc cf an Irish litart ?
il t hini did Eric betroti tie hanti cf bis

Sugîter. Migbîy Nvas O«Rcurk in the hall
cotiacil, as In the ficeti cf battle-be wvas fa-

inî u the laiîd for staialess liencur, antd un-
-lied brnvcry. Like Bavard cf F-rance, lie
as siyleti "sçamî petur 1 sans reprodu?' andi
C1.r7 fancict i Uat shte loved him. Yct it was
-t fancy, for the w.arnî tcct gloîv cf ycung
vec was net tlic feeling site Il.ad fer liin. SIc

t esteemeti b a irtcnîl aintiiircdibis,.valeur;
ve lay lîuried i liecr litean like a hititic spring,
hidi ons ie day to gusît fortit, andi over-
1dmii lier in its streagîli. lit tritti, O'Rcur*K
'e net ena te vin -i rnaidcn tike Deara; lie
as- tînskiilced in aIl tie gentîcr arts cf pence,
d couid but speik as the sage atviser, or the
riess leader cf a lest. The forty years lie
d livei, lied nci been al] suashine, ant ieir
ovw lad be-git Io mngle ~iih his rayon bain.
aay a decp scar furrowcd lis brown check,

ant ibis lofiy brow slheweti the traces caire andi
tliougilit liati iniprinted therc. Neyer before,
hati O'Rourk knowuî love, anti it now giowed
pitre anti brighz as eath other feeingir of bis
noble spirit. The daughîter of Erie ntiight not
be we-ct in secret, andi splefldid %vas the festival
of bier bridai. Ail the nobles of the land as-
seinblct the palace of Erie, and ecd vied
with the other in the number of ilicir follosvers,
andi grandeur of thecir equipnîients. But ftr su-
perior to tbemn ail, was Mac Murtaghi, the
youngy King of MNunster. The arrnour oie bis
warriors glittereti brightest, and is banner
flonîcti hi«ier tban the rcst. Mac Murtagh
liad juist succeedeti tici treasures anti king-
demn of is father. Youth yet bloeorct on bis-
cheeki, but is naime was flot îînknoivn in tbe
annals of bravery. Tait anti gracefut as the
inouintaimi pine, %vas the forin of the young
clbiefiain, anti bis eye of clear Afilesian bitte,
bcamiet like tbc glance of thc faicon. Weil
ivas Mac M-ýurtagli graceti in the nmcst courtiy
graces of ii lime, anti so thought Deara, as
site glideti by biis sitic ibrotîgi te dance, or
listenet 1 the soft siraîns of bis lîarp, as it
lîrcatti forth praises of lier beauty. Coltily
titi shc lîcar the iay of the otber inînstrcis, but
wlien his tours feul upon bier car, a blusi soft
as thc fatiingý ight of day, tinget iber check ;
anti tose %vho can trace'ihe feeling of thec hcart
in the language of thc eye, miglit have rend
love in thte gazc of Mac Murtagh, as it inc the
soft glance of Deara.

Six tinys of the festival passeti. anti in song
and revel sped the heurs. Thc noon cf the
scvcnth fouind Deara before the aitar as the
britie of O'Rourk-h. The pligliteti patît of an
Irisbi ittaiteicaniglt net bo recalleti, or hers
wotîld have been se thien, for Mac Murtagli
biad tolti bis love, and she biat icard tbe avow-
ai; tbc passion cadi bati fer tic ether, burned
til the brigliter for concenîntent; and in lier
bridai heur, the brow of Deara wore a look cf
sadness. Strange did tie simple plainness cf
O'Roîtrk appear aîid the gay assemblage cf
thc guesîs-le hiai à seemcd as if thc glory of
Ern hati deparîed, îvhen le saw lier sons, the
descendantîs cf '4Brytin, the brave," arrayed
in siik, andi gtittering witl jewels; andi in part
lic was right, for lîîxury lind creptin and paveti
the ivay for the fait, of the lovely Island. But
as yet, semti truc licarts bent there, ant îner
and bra-ver than O'Rourk's, as ho stcod amid
the festal ilircng, ia the rude marb cf a Milesian
wa-,rr.cr. By lis sida glcamcd ahugefaîchieon,
whichi lied bclonged le Uffa, et gintic Dane,
wbo hi ravagcd tce coasts of En, * tilt lc feu


