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circumstances of my succeeding, during
operations of so much moment, to an officer
of such high and established merit.

“Qur advance continuing to press forward,
the cnemy’s light troops were pushed to
within five miles of Baltimore, where a corps
of about 6000 men, six picces of artillery,
and some hundred cavalry, were discovered
posted under cover of a wood, drawn up in
avery dense order, and lining a strongpaling,
which crossed the main road nearly at right
angles. The creeks and inlets of the Patap-
sco and Black rivers, which approach each
other at this point, will in some measure
account for the contracted nature of the
encmy’s position.

“Y immediately ordered the necessary dis-
pesitions for a general attack. The light
brigade under the command of Major Jones,
of the 4th, consisting of the 85th light infan-
try, under Major Gubbins, and the light
companies of the army, under Major Pringle,
of the 21st, covered the whole of the front,
driving the enemy’s skirmishers with great
loss on his main hody. The 4th regiment,
uader Major Faunce, by a detour through
some hollow ways, gained, unperceived, a
lodgment close upon the enemy’s left. The
remainder of the light brigade, under the
command of the honourable Lieutenant-
Colonel Mullins, consisting of the 4dth
regiment under Majur Johmsou, the marines
of the ficet under Captain Robbins, and a
detachment of seamen under Captain Money
of the Trave, formed a line along the cnemy’s
front; while the left brigade, under Colonel
Patterson, consisting of the 2lst regiment,
commanded by Major Whitaker, the 2nd
battalion of marines by Licutenant-Colonel
Malcolm, and a detachment of marines by
Major Lewis, remained in colummns on the
road, with orders to deploy to his left, and
‘press the enemy’s right, the moment the
ground became sufficiently open to admit of
that movement.

“In this order, the signal being given, the
whole of the troops advanced rapidly to the

charge. In less than fiftcen minutes, thy
enemy’s force being utterly broken angq
dispersed, fled in every dircction over the
country, leaving on the field two pieces of
cannon, with a considerable number of
killed, wounded, and prisoners.

“The enamy lost, in this short but brilliang
affair, from 500 to 600 in killed and wounded ;
while at the most moderate computation hey
is at least 1000 Zors de combat. The 5th
regiment of militia, in particular, has heen
represented as nearly annihilated.

“The day being now far advanced, and the
troops (as is always the case on the firs
mareh after disembarkation) much fatigued,
we halted for the night on the ground of
which the enemy had been disposessed.—
Iere, I recoived a communication from Vice-
Admiral the ITonourable Sir A. Cochrane,
informing me that the frigates, bomb-ships,
and glotilla of the fleet, would on the ensuing
morning, take their stations as previously
proposed.

* At day-break on the 13th, the armyagain
advanced, and at ten o’clock I occupied a
favourable position eastward of Baltimore,
distant about a mile and a half, and from
whence I could reconnoitre, at my leisuze,
the defences of that town.

“Baltimore is completely surrounded by
strong hut detached hills, on which the enemy
had constructed & chain of palisaded redoults,
connected by a small breast-work; I havo,
howerver, reason to think, that the defenceto
the northward and westward of the place,
were in a very unfinished state. Chinkapin
hill, which lay in front of our position,
completely commands the town; this was
the strongest part of the line, and here the
cnemy scemed most apprehensive of an
attack. These works were defended, accord:
ing to the best information which we could
obtain, by about 15,000 men, with a large
train of artillery.

“Judging it perfectly feasible, with the
description of forces under my command, I ‘

-gylvania volunteers under Colonel Cobean and
Findley, the Baltimore artillery under Colonel
Harrig, and the marine artillery under Captain
Stiles, manned the trenches and the batteries
—all prepared to receive the enemy.  We re-

mained in this sitnation during the night.

On Tuesday, the enemy appeared in front of
my entrenclnents, at the distance of two miles
on the Philadelphia road, from whence he had
a full view of our position. e manceuvred
during the morning towards our left, asif with
*he intention of making a circuitous march, and



