
THE OWL.

TH£,E OU) BIRCHIEAN

1low dear to niy heart are the scenes of nmy child-
hood,

Wben sad recoilection presents themr to view,
The orchards 1 robbed and the deep tangled wild-

wood,
Where first the sour sweets of the truant 1 kýnew.

The ice covered pond oh !how oft 1 shot o'er il
When four o'ciock, caile and the school wa.s

(isiSmsSCd
The thong of my father how often 1 bore il,

Though 'twas naught to the birch in the schooi-
master's fist.

The niceiy trimmed birchen,
The sharp cutting Isirchen;

'riat torturing birch in the schoolmaster's fist.

TI'at torturing bircbien I haiied with no pleasure,
For often, at floon, when returned we too latt'

The master wouid deai out bis terrible measure
On those who shared with me my iii-deserved

fate;
Hlow ardent I feared it-my cheeks ail a-giowing

As quick on my digits the heýavy strokes feuI;
Tben soon with sait tears my eyeiids o'erflowing,

I'd vent out my anguisli in one supremne yeii.
That niceiy trimmed birchen,
That sharp cutting birchen,

Tlhat torturing birch which was wieided so veill

H>w oft I've gone up fromi my seat to receive it,
And mounted the hack nf soIflU comiraîle of

nerve;
No entreaties wouid temipt the old pedant to

leave it,
Or prevail on his beart from his duty to swerve,

And now far removed fromn the scenes of disaster,
The scars on my hack, will intrusiveiy sweii,

As fancy reverts to the one-eyed schonimaster,
And curses the hirchen he wieided 50 weii.

The nicely trimmed birchen,
Tise sharp cutting birchen,

T'ie Lorturing birchen he wieled so wecl

T. P'. FORAN, '67.Aylier, l'cb. 9, '88.

A THL E.TJC NEWPS.

THE'Bosloit Globe, ever to the fore ini journal
î5 tic enterprise, printed lately the replies of the'
presidents of the leading Ametican universities to

circular asking whether the attendance at their
institutions was affecteri by the prevalence or
absence of athletic sports. The majority answer-
ed in the flegative. Most assurcdiy. Athietics
are not supposed to takc the place of a course of
studies, but, coeteris Paribits, the university that
bestows proper attention upon physical rlevelop-
ment will nieet witb mucb greater success than the
one that neglects it. And herein lies the secret
of the almost phenomenal progress of Ottawa Uni-
versity during the last few years. To an excellent
literary course, a strong training in matbemnatics,
a course of philosophy that bas been praised by
the bighest authorities, ancl a naturai and physical
science course that offers advantages to he obtain.
ed nowhere else in the Dominions, Ottawa Univer-
sity adds that without wlsich ail these things
would be but bitter fruits,' nanieiy, physicai train-
ing. Let I lirvard, Ya-Ieý ani P'rinceton give îLis

tîseir football, and Oxford, Camsbridge and Lois-
(Ion their boating, and we venture to say but a
few years would show a1 very n1arked retrogression
i n every respect.-

Thle tine weather of the past week has made
handball an enjoyall game. The winter bas
shown concltisiveiy that there was a nsistake made
in the erection of the handball alley. It should
have lîeen entirely covereri, as now it is practicalîy
useless rluring the long winter months and upon
other rainly or stormny days that occasionally occur.
However ini a few weeks the handball season will
bave begun, and, as it is a game that aIl cao and
wish to play, we hope that the proceedings of last
faîl wiil flot be comntied. The all-y is not the
exclusive pruperty of any stu(lent or hody of stid»
ents ; any member of the A. A. bas a perfect
right to play in bis turn, and it is foliy for an)'
gentlemen to attempt to reason tbemselves ilitO
thinking that they have a "corner" on handball-
A iist has been prepared and will be posted in a
cofispicunuls place, and it is the duty of those wbO
arranged that Iist te, see that it is respecte(l. Let
thens <10 so.


