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TI-EATRICAL C LU1BS AT HA RVARD.

The succcss %vhichi attended the production of
thec Rudens of Plautus by the classical club, and
the iliteresî in tlwcatricals whicli this lias aroused
ini McGill, may mnake a short description of the
several thecatrical clubs at Harvard not inoppor-
tuile. These clubs have iii mnost cases beeni
started as social clubs onlv, theatricals have theni
been introduced as a nicans of anmusement for
the nîcmnbers, and to serve as cntertainmnits fur
thicir friends. Thelx outside world hecars of the
clubs only wl'hen thecy give plays, so thit thcy
corne to bc regar-ded by many as existngý, for
thiat object on11>.

The most %videly knomn anid nost inifluentiail
club of this nature is the I' Hasty Pudig.
wvas founidcd iin 1795, - to chcerisli the feelinigs
of friendship) and patriotisinî.' The naine of
the club is deriveci front the stipulation iii the
original constitution that - two nienîbers in
alphabetical order shiaîl provide a pot of hiasty
pudding for evcry mieeting.'' The first enter-
tainmciints of the club wvere debates betwvcn thec
mienibers. Becforc the end of the last cenltury-
these wverc superseded by iiock trials beforc the
club's -' 1-ighi Court of Equity,'' wliich assumcd
uniliimited jurisdiction over lîistorical and con-
temfporary pesonîges. Somnc of the cases tried
by this court stich as «'lie 1-luman Race, plain-
tifW vs. Adain, dlefendan-Ilt,'' for - \Vantonless ini
catin- the wvoefuil apple "' ; -Aenecas vs. Dido '';

-CaSsar vs. B3rutus"; -Charles 1. v's. Cronli-
%wcll,'' etc., nîust ]lave beeti very aniusing as %well
as instructive. After these mnock trials hiad beeni
licld for iicarly fifty years, the costumes and
make-uips o." the judgcs and witniesses becoming
more and more elaborate, it w~as feit tuit a play
of the nlatuire of a comlic opera wvould offer more
scope for inigenuity and strikinrr effects. Thea-
tricals wvere accord ingly ilntroduced and have
provcd immiienlscly popular. 'The folloving quo-
tation froni an address delivered at the I-Iasty
Pudding centennlial -%vill give somec idea of the
enthusiasrn inifusedc into thlese PlaYs

'For fifty years tLe theailcals of Ihlis club have lînd
afil ivi(uflity, a frcslîness, a vigor, that lins l>eeii al
tijeir om n. For a long tiinte they wcere mithotit imitat ion,
aui until very lateIy have beeni %%ilionît rivalry. Tîje
natualness of the I>uddiîg's actors, the auidacity of tleir
parvclîes of lthe formnaI an.d the acceptcd, ilie ridiculc,.us
ingeîîuity of ilîcir stage business. togetîxer with the un.
bouildted eutliusiasiui of tlîe cash, principals and choruis,
makze their performiances pereunial miccesses, %'Itlx1hr
hefère the cheeuring gr:«Idu.tes hiete, or uipon the public
stage in Boston or Newv Vork."

The nliemlbers of the pudding aire takeni onily
fronli the senior clatss in the facuilty of Arts and
Sciences, this gives abouît four huî,idred and

thlirty mcmel to draw froii, four hutndred of thlesc
being in arts. Thec full ilnembersfipi of the club
is eighity, however, beforc thec close of the collegre
ycar forty mien are clected fromi the junioi year.
so that at onle tiime there are one hundi(redl and
twenty niembefirs. The menîbers are chosen tell
at a timie, for instance the forty mnîc who formi
the nucleus iii the faîl choo,,e tenl more, these
fifty chioose tell more, and So on1 until theu fuîll
iienbcrsipj hlis reachILd. It is conlSideredC a
gireat hionor to be amongm the first tell chiobeti
for te pudding. 'Fhe club lias a conimodiouis
Ilouse close to the cofleger yard, oîîe of the feat-
tires being a fine library, collected during tlieir
cenitury's existence ; atiother featuire is the 1 OW
of beer mugiý,s liaingi aromnd the large arcli
over the fire place. lu1 addition to the uisual
appointiiients of a social club, there ks a verv
complete thecatre, suifficiently large to hiold prob-
ably onie-thiirdl as man.y as the A.ceuîty of Music
ini tra

Ili connection \vithi the Puddinig nîust bc niien-
tioried the - Instituite of 1 770.'- It Nvas' fou nidd
il' 1771. al liad for. its original object thec
practice of oratory anion- its mienîbers. It lias
passed throughi nany vicissitudes of fortune and
lias frequent ly chianged its naine. For nîany
ycars prior to 1892!, it existed as a chapter of
the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity. It gradui-
ally lost sympal)thyi) with the othcr chapters and
iii thiat ycar sel)arated fronli thleini cltirely. As
niow constittuted thec socicty is called the - li-


