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Easy Circumstances on Longevity,"
;and broughit eut mnaiy intercsting l'acts
which should bc profitably utilized.
Tubercular discases, for example, ceO
65 per 1,000 of ail deaths among the
rich and 250 per 1,000 amnong the poor.
Diarrhoal diseases would probably be
found te cause a not unlike proportion
of the deaths amiong the rieh and the
poor in Ottawa. Preventable or filth
discases are usually vastly more pre-

valent among the poor than ainong
those wvho are in easy circumstanees.

In ai cities and countries wbere
much sanitary progress bas been made,
voluintary, philanthropie associated
action bias prcceded and aided munici-
pal effort. The votes of the ignorant
masses (alas 1 for-almost-universal
suffi-age> will net sufficiently sustain
municipal governments in such good
and useful work.

THE PUBLIC HEALTIL IN THE FIIIST IIALF 0F 1886 AND 1887
COMPARED.

T WENTY of the principal ci tics andtewns in Canada had commnenccd
previons te January 1886, to makie
monthly returns of' deaths te the De-
partrnent of Agriculture in Ottawa.
These. twenty tiLles and towns thon
comprised an cstiniatcd population of
about 600,000 peoplle. T hey gave a
record during the fii'st haîf of* 1886 of'
1,795deaths,or a moî'tality nt the, rate of
about 26 per 1,000 of' population per
annum. These same cities and towns
during the first haIt of 1887, with an
estimated population of' 6-40,000, mnade
returns of 7,369 deaths, or 326 leas than
in 1886; a rate of' ïortality of about
23 per 1,000 of population.

lu Mentreal, during this period,
thora were 474 more dcaths in 1887
than in 1886, and in Soi, 3 more;-
while in every one of the 18 other
cities and towns there was a sanler
number of deatbs recorded in 1887 than
lu 1886> giviug in the MA places a total
record of 900 more deatbr, or a mortal-
ity 20 per cent. highcr, in. 1886 than
in 1887.

on ainother Occasion, we purpose
touching upon what may have been
the causes of this great difference.
Were ail the deaths recorded in these

18 places in 1887? The record
amougst a large num ber of peome
(nearly hall a million. exclusive of
Montreal) doos net vary like thia in
other countries.

BINIODIDE OF MERCURY IN SCARLIET
PIEVER.-Dr. Dukes, iu Brit. Mcd-
Jour., July, '87, calis the attention te
an observation made by iDr. Illington
that the biniodide of mercury is a spe.
elfie in acarlet feyer. Dr. fludes aise
bas tried the remedy in a inuniber of
cases witb great satisfaction, claimng
that, it net only arrests the foyver but
prevents desquamation wholly or to
such an extent that only a sligbt, scur-
finess of the skiii of the banda and feet
arises, le thus summarize.s the tbeory
of action. 1. If the bacilli of searlet
foyer are only discovered in the blood
for about three days: 2, if the bacilli,
after this date, chiefly occupy the dos-
quamnating, cuticle; 3, if this desqua-
nmation can be prevented altogether by
a medieine whieh destroys bacilli; 4,
thon iu allprobability, the infe3cti on of'
scarlet foyer will only last a few days,
and we are witbin a measurable dis-.
tatice eof limiting the spread of scarlet
Leéver, and of remoaving its fange by
preventing the sequeloe.
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