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AT THE..

Editor’s Desk

HE Christmas scason ig fast draw-

” ing upon us. Beforo tho next
issue of the Massey-Hanms
IrLLusTiRATED appears, another Christmag
Day will have been goue, and 1897 wili bo
also among * the thingsthat have been.”
Most heartily do wo wist all our many
thousand friends in all parts of Canada,
and those—{far from fow—in old Fugland,
and instill furtheraway Australia,a very
merry Christmas and a full measuro of
happiness and prosperity in the year so
soon to dawn upon us. As we look
around and ponder uwpon  Canada's
position of to-day, and the lot
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MASSEY-HARRIS ILLUSTRATED.

as units and as a nation aro subject to
the law which prescribes troubles, trials
and wmnt:\t-ons as part of the lot of

idually and H
wo cannot fail to recognize with grati-
tude that tho leaven of peace, plenty and
prosperity is in evidenco in our midst to
an cxtent unsurpassed in any other
conntry ; that whilo as units and as a
nation the neeessary shadows oceupy a
placo in our lives, no dark cloud has
settled or hovers over any pait of our
fair Dominion.

.

Tug transference of Sir Oliver Mowat
from tho hurly burly of tho political
arena in which ho has been such a con-
spicuous figure for at least a gencration,
to tho peaco and comgarative quict of

of her people, wo feel that tacro is not
another country on the face of the earth
in which ** tho Merry Christaws™ showld
Vo so much in evidence. We aro not a
nation of aristocrats, still less an aggre-
gation of plutocrats, but wearoa homely,
united people, enjoying, for the most
part, above the averaga of worldly com-
forts; knowing practically nothing of
the sting of that dire distress and life-
\1p|nlu: poverty which in the Jargoe
citicsin the older world and in tho United
States, claims its thousands and tens of
thousands; the rememberance of it cat-
ing like a canker iuto the heasts of true

and of every thoughtful man
and woman, most of all at a timo when
ALt mankind should bo rejoicing.

We have aur troubles and our trials,
of course. Death stalks inour midst and
Sorrow enters many a home. Disappoint-
ment in some matter largo or small,
generally tho latter, is probably tho
daily experienco of all of us; because we
are not freo from tho infirmity of the
age, which gives to ambition too Iargo a

House, is a step which will
meet with cordial approval from all
classcs 1cgardless of political sympa-
tllies. Wominy, many of us, difter from
Sir Oliver on a hundred and ono points
of & party character; but for well on
to a quarter of a century his was
the hand shapiug the courso of tho
largest provinco in tho Dominion; and
the fact remains that for that long period
lio served the provineo as its first min-
ister, and, making due allowance {or
the exigencies of political warfaro as it
exists to-day, there is no public act of
Sir Oliver that even his cpponents will
not admit was perforined in the sincere
belief that ho was thercby best fulfilling
tho trust confided to him,

Of tho privatoe lifo of the present Licu-
tenant Governar we know cuough to be
convinced that those aro fortunato who
can count him among their personal
friends, and the circlo of theseis a largo
one, comprising many who kavo been his
unflinching antagonists in the political

much reti; into strictl

share of the space belongi tent

ment.  Every individual lifo has its
shadows, and why should any ono of us
in Canada expect to boexempt?  Nation-
ally, to, thero arcdoubtless many things
donc. and s many \mn\one, \\lnch donot
in 2l to an

in our pcaco and happiness.  But this
also is tho lot of every nation in moro
9r less degree ; and whilo wo in Canada,

vato secl might benefit physic-
:\lly one who has fought the hard
political battle until nighon to fourscore
years of age, wo cannot help fecling that
tha completo withdrawal into private
lifo of such a strong personality would be
alosstothe country. Intho Lientenant
Governorship wo have o Hall-way-
house, Hero wo itope wo may find Sir
Qliver Mowat for tho next five years, and




