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C hE Ciristaas season is fast draw-

itg iuon t.s. Before tho next
issue of the MassFr -Hifanttts

ir..cat.usretr capears.anothevrChrisctas
Day will have been gouce, ad1897 wil bc
also among " the thiigathat have iten."
Most heartily doe wc aisl all or tmany
thoisand frinds in all parts of Catnda,
and those-far from feow-it old iigltitd,
and instilifutiaeraway Australia,a very
merry Christma anald a full measure of
happiness and prosperity in the year so
soon to dawn u 1 pon us. As We look
arouad and ionder "Il Canada's
position of to-day, ad remetimber the lot
of ier peopae. W feei that ttoro is not
another country on the face tf the oarth
it which " tho 3erry Ciricstmas" shouldt
bc ce oamuch in evidence. Ve arc not a
nation of aristocrats. still ILes an ggre-
gation of plutocrats, but e ore a homely,
unitcal people, ecnjoying. for the most
part, abovhethe average of worldly cote-
forts; knowinag practicaliy nothing of
the sting of that dire distress and life-
saipiin poverty whici in the lige
ciies in th older world and in the United
States, ciias its thousands and teas cf
thousands; the mmemtberance of it rat-
ing like a caker intto the iarts of true
statesmest naad cf every thoughtful atin
and voman, most of all at a time wicn
At., aankind should bc rejoicing.

eV havo eour troubles and our trials,
of course Death stalks in our midsc an
Sorrcventersmantaslyahome. Disappoint-
ment in seoe matter large or smtall.
generally the latter, is probably the
daily experience cf cil co us; because We
ac net freo from the infirmity of tho
age, which gives to smlaition toc largo a
share cf the space laclonging ta content-
ment. Every inadividaIl life lacs its
shadows, and why should any one of tas
in Canada expect te be exempt? Nation-
ally, Lo, tle trdt abtlesstmany tiings
donc, and as muny undaoe, wIaicla do not
it tcemsclvecs contributo te ant itcreaso
in otr icc and happiness. But this
also is tie lot of every tation in tuore
er ils dere iand wiilo W in Canada,

as units and as a nation arec subject t
the law which prescribes troubles, trialo
and temptations as part of the lot of
mankind, individually and nationally;
woe cantot fail to recognizo vitla grati-
taie that the Ivaven of peace, plenty and
prosperity is in ovidenco in our midst ta
at extent unsurpassed in any other
country i that whilo as units and as a
nation the necesaary shadalovs occupy a
place in our lives, no dark cloud lacs
settleid or iovers over any past of our
fair Dominican.

Tate transforenco of Sir Oliver Movat
frot the hurly buarly of the political
arena in whila li has bac le such a coa-
spicuous figure for at least a gencration.
ta the peaco and co.tparativo quiet ci
Govertncett Hotsa, is a step which will
mcet with cordial approval from ali
clascs tegardless of political sympa-
tuie. WVo nsay, manay co us. ailler 1roma
Sir Oliver on a latndread and one points
of a party character; but for well oaa
to a qutarter of a century htis was
the hanadtI sIaspitg tho course oi tio
largest province in the Dommcion; and
the fact remains that for thationg period
lie served the province as its first min-
ister, and, making dio sliowaanc for
ti exigencies of political warfaro as it
exists to-day, tire is tac public act of
Sir Oliver that even lais epipontents will
aot ait was performed in the sincerc
blief that le was thereby best fulfillinig
th trust confided to him.

Of the privato life of the present Lien-
tenant Governor wa kntow etough to bo
convinced that those arc fortunate who
cau coutt him among ticir personal
fritads, and the circlo of thesc is a largo
oeta, comprising many who ]lavo beet lais
unflinching antagonists in the political
field.

However muscha retirementitco strictly
privat seclusion miglat benefit physic-
ally one who haas fougit tho hard
political battle until nighon to fourscoro
years of age, We cannot ielp feeling that
the completo withdrawal into private
lifool such astrongpersonality would bc
aloss to the cotntry. In ite Licutenant
Governorship wo )tave a Half-way-
liouse. Her We itope W may find Sir
Oliver Howoat forth necxtfivoycars, asd
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