on any other babe.  He was as helpless as any other infant although the Lord
. Manger—Many others had come to Bethlehem on the same errand, and the inn wa
strangers. It oftén happens still in the east, where the inn is only an enclosed space
_small apartments around its sides, that travellers have to put up with the room usually allot}
to the domestic animals. The manger was a trough of wood or stane out of which the cat

or other Deasts, ate their food. Now was fulfilled Micah 5: 2; 2 Sam. 7: 16.

II. THE ANGELS' Sonu. 8. She hercis abiding in the'fields—In December; i
Palestine, the weather is warm and the fields are covered with fresh green grass. Farmers™
are thensplowing and sowing. 9. An angel of the Lord stood by them—(R. V.)

~ came suddenly upon them. The glory of the Lord—The bright symbol of the, divine ' j
presence. EX. 24: 16; Acts 7: 55.  Sore afraid—lit. ‘ feared a great fear,” a fear that
caused agony. Fear not--conscious guilt makes men afraid, but Christ came to take away
such fear. 1 John 4: 18. | bring you good tidings-—This is one word in the Greek and
from it comes ‘ to evangelize” or ** preach the guspel.” The angel was the first evangelist,
To all the people—(R. V.)—Not for the rich, or the learned only, but for all. 1. "

_ Saviour—Matt. 1: 21. Christ—Same as Méssiah, and means ‘“‘the adointed One.
Matt. 16: 16; Acts 2: 36. The Lord--The angel gives Him the title by which God wi
known to these shepherds, thereby asserting Iis divinity. 12. A sign—This was ‘‘a new-
born babe cradled in a manger.” = The only infant in all Bethlehem so feeble and so humbly
provided for. 14. In the highest- -This may mean (i) in the highest heaven, or, (2) in
the loftiest strains, or, (3) in the highest degree. Peace—between man and God, between
man and man, within the heart of man. John 14:.27. Goodwill téwards men—This ;
was the angelic prelude to John 3: 16. God's “‘goodwill” led him to send his Son. The |
Revised Version here reads ‘‘ Peace on earth to men of goodwill,” or ‘‘among men ip. whor'
he is well pleased.” But this interpretation of the words is not generally“accepted a§ correct. .

III. THE SHEPHERDS' Visrt, 16. They did not say ““let us go and see whether the .
news is true or not.” They believed at once and went to seek the Saviour. Is Jesus wait-
ing still for you to come? 18. With haste—In their eagerness they lost no time, Found §
—*¢ Discovered " after searching. Read Matt. 7: 7; Isa. §5: 6; Luke 1§: 1.

o the Scholar.—Study the lesson carefully, turning yp the marginal references and reading

. *Dally Portions.” Then close your Bible and try 1o answer in writ.ing e questions tollowan dee’
:ﬁpﬁﬂg aid from any ?u;a.rtef after you have begun to write. Then bring this leaflet to Sabbath School |
th you on the day of its date, If you cannot come, fill out the blank and send the leaflet (with the Ani..
swers written out) 1o your teacher by some friend, or by mail, and you will receive credit for the work done
as if you had been present. If your exouse is satiafactory, you will not lose in record of attendance. )

" I.—Where was the home of Joseph and Mary? (3)

0 :

" 2.—Why did they go to Bethlehem ? (6)

3.—In what kind of a place was Jesus born, and what was his cradle ? (3)

.

4.—What happened on the plains outside of Bethlehem on the night of Jesus’ birth? (5)

5.—What was the angels’ song? (¢)

: 6.—What did the shepherds do ? (4)

) Name....
 Dear Teacher.—Please excuse my absence from Sabbath, 8chool to-day, I cs
come because I have read 4
#Daily Portions" and answered the questions as well as I could. I have commi
1o memory verses in addition to the Golden Text, and Questions in the.
¢hism and have recited them to I was at ehurch -
o I pend with this my Weekly Offering of ~ cents. -




