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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN:

THE DEMAND FOR OAK.
Ton years ago it would hardly have been ad-
mittod by dealers who handled Michigan and
Indiatia oak that in a decnde thoro would bo o
thinning out of tho “monnrchs” ol tho forest
that a scarcity would bo folt. Onk was i teo
groat abundnace in somo scctions of thoso states
to suit the fancy of tho ownors of tho land upon
which it grow. Much of it was cut ritnply to
get it out of tho way, and tho owners of it
thought they were fortunato if thoy could sell
it to 1l 1nen who would cut it, and thus, thom.
sclves, bo waved that trouble.  ‘Thero was less
call forit then than now, Astho bulding of
railroads has increased, tho denand for onk in-
croased proportionately, until now tho onco
great oak wtates, Michigan and Indians, cun
ot justly Iny claim to being called such,  Uak
3n thoro states has not Loouwed 1 prico hko
walnut—it is not an ¢ cessivo price that bara n
supply—but heavy coutractors aro looking clso-
whoro for it for tho very reason that they aro
obliged to, There is n Jargo amount of Tonues-
#co and Kentucky oak, upon which heavy
freight rates are paid, distributed from the
Chicago market, aud tho amount coming for-
ward from those states will increase year by
year,
Fashion has little to do with the uso ot onk.
From tho start-it hns demanded to bo used, and
it holds its placo with a grip as strong as tho
wood itsclf, Tho two kinds of pine may jostlo
each other; whitewood may take the place of
white pine ; walnut may be crowded out by the
otior kinds of hardwood, and often by soft
woods ; in fact, most of the woods, in their
‘uses, aro subject to the caprico of tasto, but onk
stands sturdily by and refuses to yield. For
cars, staves, agriculturalimplements, for a hun-
dred and one things, in fact, it must bo had.
The discovery of forests of other woods docs not
affect its value. Tnero has nover yet been any
materit” discovered or invented that will take
its placo, and wo feel tolerably safo when wo
say there nover will bo.  Itisono of the fow in-
disponsabls woods,
Wo doubt if to-day thero is a market in the
world that is not demanding good oak, Through-
-out tho foreign countries tho call isso large that
it cannot be filled, Xinglish car builders aro buy-
3ng car sills on track in Canrda, and their opera-
tions would bo extended to the States if thoy
could find responsible parties with whom to
make contracts.  Thonspection 18 sorvere, and
'tba; standg in tho way of tho American manu-
facturer, for,ns » rule, ho does not like to bo
‘bound by speaific specitications. Ho delights to
take & go-as-you-pleare gait and tho result 1s
that his lumbcr often 18 not up to the. require-
ments of the purchaser. Tho exact methods of
1he whito pinc manufacturers of the Northwest
de has not learned.

The oak of Arkansas, Mississsipyn, Tenncsseo
and Kentucky will in large part, mn the shape
of timber and staves, findits way to southern
ports, and thenco to Europe.  On the Mississipe
¥i river and its tributarics tho stave business is
yicking up, and with cheap water transportation
£0 New Orleans, the business will notonly bo a
Jarge ono, but it ought to bo very prohtable. Un
fhesamo riverstho getting out of oak timber
¥or the forcign market wiil becowe a large busie
ness, spurred on by northesa push and eapital.
Alabama, we boliove, is yot dostined to
1end a good-doal of oak abroad. Some of the
English doealers object to the oak of that state,
but they must overcomo some of their objections,
Sorto get all tho cak thoy want fromm Canada
and Michigan is out of tho question. There is
certainly no tougher oak than grows in the
South, aud this quahity is tho one ncoded.

Red o0ak, a few yeam ago thought to be

-avorthless, is no longer despised.  Its valuo has
become known, aud tho uses to which it will bo
put will increase. That the manufacture of it
3nto staves for tho West India market will
Frow into np smportant industry admts of )it
2loquestion, Taking overything an considera-
2ion, {tho owner of eak stumpago vught not to
feel that he has,a very big olophant on hist
hands.—Northwéstern Lumberman,

Tne St. Johin Telegraph learns that the
Govornmont of Now Brunswick is preparing to
have the provinco roprorentod at the Forestry
Zxhibitien in Edinburgh noxt yoar. |

THE LUMBER TRAUER OF RIGA.
I'rom nn orticle in Le Marchahd de Duis on
tho lumber trado of Riga, Russin, wo take tho
following : Uf tho ports of tho BBaltic provincos,
Liga oxports mora Junber and timber than all
tho others, consequently a statement of tho
amount of this trado dono at Riga will give

eomo xdea of tho oxtont of tho lumber trade of

Russia . Turope. The dotails of tho exports

of Itign for n serios of ycars from 1671 tc 1882,

aro taken from arecent official dccumont ssucd
from tho bureau of commor«y . The timbor and
lumber reaches Riga by tho Dufa and its «ribu.

taries and comes from tho provinces of Lovonte,

lsthome, Cuurlando, Mahiten, Miusk, and

Sithunme, Notwithatanding tho extensive de-
vastation of tho forests, carried on with no as-
surance of thair renowal, the vast f rests which

formorly covered theso provinces yet contan

largo roscrves of timber of the best quality, but

their contimied deplotion with no provisions,

made for thoir futurc restoration should give
scrious apprehension.
tho wood from tho forests to tho rivers, which is
wmade by log waggons during the snows and

The transportation of

frosts of the wintor senson is attended with in-

creased dithculties and costs when the winters
are usually ramy, which are quito comnmon ; and

tho tranzportation Ly water is also difficult on
account of the shallowncas of tho waters and

strongth of currents ; and, additional to thisit

is peculinrly difficult to eafoly run tho rafts
which aro constructed to suit the special navi-
gation of thostrenmns, Tho largo timbers e
bound togethor and form the raft proper, On
theso are thon placed laths, ~taves, clapboards,
cte.  1tas said tho manufactured stuffs brought
to market 1n ts way aro limited in quantaty.
This 13 to bo regrotted as Leorsons who aro
acquainted with the interior of Russia stato
that it would bo wmoh to the intercst of the
proprictors if they would gse, o on their
places in tho intorior the greater §« ion of the
flooring, laths, deals, scantling, ctc., as it is
well known that large quantitics of timler uso-
ful for these purposcs aro left to rot. It is also
stated that tho debris left by the loggers in the
pino forests might be protitably distilled ; but
to bring about such nccessary improvemonts
ayrd progress, tho interior must have tho benefit
of bettor methods of communication with the
markets than by tho inofficient and tedious
rafting system.

Tho rafts are formed on the 1co before it be-

sins to break up n order that advantage may

Lo taken of tho first rising of tho waters. When
this occurs the rafts usually arrive at Iuga from
eight to fifteen days thereafter.

Durning tho period abore mentioned from 1871
to 1882, there were oxported from Riga 87,377,

512 picees of timber and lumber, or an average

of 7,251,456 picces per annum. Tho progress

mado 1 this trado since 1871 1s shown by the
fact that in that year only 4,542,155 pieces were
exported ; whoreas, 1n 1882, 9,184,199 rieces
woro oxported.

Tho total valuo, in silver, of the wood export-

ed 10 that timo was 122,342,708 roubles (§91,-
760,000) ; a yearly average of 10,195,225 roubles
(§7,646,000).
was placed at 12,911,072 roubles (89,683,000), A
gilvor rouble is worth about 75 cents,

The value ot tho cxports of 1582

Of tho leading articles oxported during the

twelve years, were in pieces, 3,651,095 staves
and clapboards ; 30,352,506 eleopers . 49,491,165

posts and floonng,  With tho excoption uf 47,-

764 1acces slupped to Afnca, the wholo amount

was cleared for Kuropean ports.  England
received H8.7 per cent of tho total exports;

Holland 14.1; Germany 10.1 ; Franco 6.6 ; Bel-
gum S. and Yortugal 2.2 per cent. Tho balanco
was taken by Lenark, Sweden, Norway, Spain
and Italy, During tho year 1852 tho averago
charges, per St. Petersburg standard, to Fronch
ports were a8 follows :  Dunkirk, Boulogne and
Dicppe 9 to §9.60; to Havee, onflour and
Rouen,£10,506:811.50.

Un tho wholo the timber and lumber trade of

Riga, for the past soveral yoars, has mado nota-
bls progress, and the movement in 1882 way
especinlly favorable,  Tho trado of Franco with
this port, though not near so heavy as it is with
Norway, yot 1t is of no mean importanco as the
transactions for 1882 roached tho sum of about
$535,000, and is susceptible of considerable ex-
pausion,

THE ADIRONDACK FORESTS.

Tho forost region popularly kuown na the
Adiwondnck wilderness oxtends over o torritory
of nearly 2,600 square miles, mcluding within
ita limits largo nroas of swamp, lake, and baro
tnonntatn tops.  Nearly 1,000 squaro mitloa of
this teeritory aro probably already owned by the
State of Now York, which has gradually be.
como possessod of tho Jands through the failure
of former ownors to pay taxes upon them.

It has long beon tho custom among owners of
Adirondack forest propetty to cut off the for
osts as rapidly ns a market could be found for
tho logs, and than abandon tho worthloss land
to tho Stata, It follows that the Stato lands
are not in ono or more large, compact bodics,
but are widely scattored throughout tho wilder-
ness, and ave not now covered with any consid.
erablo forest growth, Tho posscasions of the
State, thereforo, gront as thoy are in tho aggro-
gote, cannot at presont greatly influenco the
water supply of the uppor Hudson basin. In
epito of tho fires, however, which have swopt
ovor stch portions of tho wilderncss as now be-
long to the Stato, destroying what littlo fortility
the soil once possessed, forests will grow up
agam upon theso lands in tho natural courso of
ovents. Yecars, however, must clapso boforo
thezo now forests, oven if successtully protected
from further damago by fire, can bo expected to
oxort any considerable influence upon the water
supply of tho State,

The law which prohibits the sale of any por.
tion of theso lands is a step in tho right direc.
tion. Itisonly nsetop however. In order to
insuro a permanent flow of water form the
northern part of tho State, the wholo Adironack
regivn wust bo preseryved in peipotual furest. As
lony as bodics of tunber, the jroperty of prive
ate individuals, romnin scattered among the
State lands, 1t will bo hopeless to undertake tho
proservation of the dotached portions oftho forest
belonging to the state. Fire follows tho axo of
tho lumborman, and nothing can prevent the
spread of firo fromn private to public lands, If
the privato owncrs of tko forest in tho Adiron.
dack region continue tho lumbering operations
now projected, tho destruction of the entire
wilderness is inovitable.  Tho fires, which will
find abundant material in tho dry tops and
branchen of trees scattered by the lumbermen
about thoir camps, will sweep year after year
over the entire territory now occupied by the
northern woods, gradually conserting it into a
barren desert, incapable of producing again
oven the most insignificant foreste, until the
growth and decay of generations of humble
plants shall hasve returned to it somo portion of
its lost fertility. Nature heals such wounds
made upon the carth’s surface very slowly oven
i a climate of onr own, and centuries, perhaps,
will elapse beforo tho forests of northern New
York, ouce thoroughly destruyed by fire, can ho
madeto flounsh again. Dunng such & transit.
10n pentod, possibly oxtending through conturies
tho Erie Canal will remain useless for the want
of water; the upper Hudeon will no longer be a
navigable steeam ; towns*and villages now rich
and prosperous will bo deserted ; and tho com-
merce of a nmghty nation will bo diverted from

ts natural channels.

I€ it is desirable to prevent such lar-reaching
calamities, no halfeway measures should bo
adopted.  If our water supply is to be main.
tained, tho state must specdily acquire cuntrul
of the whole Adwondack wilderness, and govern
1t an & manner to insure it against the danger of
total destruction by fire. Nothing short of cn-
tire, absoluto control can produce the desired
results.  Tho Erie Canal and tho Hudson River
cannot bo placod boyond danger by any ill-con-
saidered micasuros or tho makeshifts of mistaken
ceonomy.—&, Y. Sun.

GIGANTIC FAILURE.

2{oNTREAL, Nov. 21.~The news ot the sus.
ponsion of the oldest lumber firmiin Canado,
establighed over soventy-five years, struck
financial circles here to.day as if a thundorbolt
had fallen within their midst. No one could
beliavo at first that the houso of John Sharples,
Son & Co., of Quebec, that had never in its long
career been embarrassed, should be in finaucial
troublo with hialf & million dollars liabilitics;
It was more than _ntoundit%‘, et it was trug,
‘Thoe causo of tho sudden cmibarrassment azives

-

out of the failuro of the firm's sronte In Tondon
and the downward turn of tho English market
for spruce deals, of which they have a quarter
of a million dollars’ worth awalting sale fn Liver

pool and Lonudon. Itappears that the Englieh
market has depreciated S0 per atandard fo. tho
spruce, and if the house was compelled to:¢lithe
loss would be cavrmous, whilst by waltin ¢ somo
time the market is bound to return to its nor

mal condition, and thoy wonld come out all
right. 71he firm has shown the Merchants’, the
Unlon of Lower Canads, and the Quebeo banks
o statement with an eatimnted surplus of £90,

000 of assets over Jiabjlities, and asked for an
extenaion, which was readily granted by all the
banka interested to-day.

Mr. Charles Sharples retired in 1870, when
tho present firn was established, being com.
posed of Mr. John Sharples, of Quebee, and
Mr, Georgo Oswald. Mr, Saarples died leaving
a fortuno of a quarter of a million of dollars,
which was divided among his wife and family,
and a Jarge portivn of which waa invested in
tho presont firmn, Tho stock of the TUnion Bank,
which is most largely interested, fell ten per
cent, this afternoon. It ‘is expected that moro
lumber finns in Quobec, Now Brunawick, and
Nova Scotin will have to succumb, as the
English market is very depressed at present.—
Aail.,

LATER.

The Montreal correspondent of tho 3ail,
writing under dato Nov. 22nd, says :—XTthough
commerco is dull hero at present, yet business
men and banks aro cheerful, and tako a sanguine
view of matters cominng out all right, Itis
truo thore is o shortago in the winter wheat
crop, and that the lumber market abmad was
agaiust oxportors, but these mirfortuncs must
be borne. In an interviow with & leading
banker to-day, whose bank isintcrested in the
failure of thoold firm of Sharples, Son & Co..
of Quobec, ho assured mo that a better or moro
satisfactory statement ho had neser scen pro.
sented to credito=s in his carcor than had been
furnished, At least 60 per cent. of tho asscts
can bo realized ot onco, ‘The firm iz only
asking three months extonsion, and my inform
ant hazarded tho opinion I heard expressed by
a leadi- : merchant this wmoming that the
oxtensi 1 would noever havo happened only to
get rid € a partner in England whose social
habits wero such as to provent their great busi-
ness being looked after and pushed as vigorour.
ly as thoy required.  Ono of the brothers has
started alseady for Liverpool to take the man-
sgement there. Tho liabilities are distributed
among tho following banks :-——Union, 8140,000;
Nationnle, 8§0.000; Quebec, £35,000; Mer-
chants', $10,000. Added to this is the family
claim, estimated at $110,000, which is not ex
pected to bo pressed.  Tho firin’s losses in Eng.
Jand are reported to bo very heavy,

SAVE THE FORESTS

Our cstecmed contemporgry, the Sun, calls
upon its associates of the press to como up and
hel}. save the forests of the country. We res-
pund with pleasure. Wo welcomg tho light of
the Sun un this point,and are willing to help get
up, a blaze on tho subjoct.  The finportance of
our forests capnot e overestimated. Their
monoy value is enormoua.  The raw materiala
thoy yicld—lumber, fuel, bark, ete.—are worth
£800,000,000. No other single crop equals the
forest crop in value.  Two millivns of working
men are employed n harvesting, this crop and
working upon it. But tho monoy value of the
forests of the country, asshown by their 2nnual
products, is small when compared with their
valuo as tho great modifiers and equalizers of
temperature and moisture. Tt is an unquestion

‘ed fact that, at tho present -ato of destruction.

our great preserves of valuable timber will all
pass out of cxistenco within a few years unless
somo means aro taken to moderato the consum
ption. It is cqually truo that the destruction
of tho forosts is hasteaed by the wasto of core
leas proprictors and by the falue of the Gove
ernmont Lo protect thaso still in its possession.
Thero i3 not a great deal that can ho ddno by
law to preservo our forests, but thero is some-
thing, and it should Lo dono without delay,
whilo wo havo loft somno forcsts to yrotect.

Ve have spoken of tho duty.on lumbor—that

showld ho takcu off at oncs, Wo ought to,
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