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THE REV. R

From the Halifux Presbyterian Witness.
It h*ul a short tune sinee we were called

ALPH ROBB.

vpon™o recurd x sore tnnt to our Churel i tus -

Provice, in the death of the aunable and accom-
plished Protessor Mackenae.  Agamn the hund of
Lord has been stretched forth, and the sister
Synod has occusion to mourn the loss of one of
her ablest and wiost devoted Munsters.  ‘I'he Rev.
Raren Rouu, of Hunulton, C. W, whomn many
of our readers kuew well, as the Mintster of St

Johu's Church, Halifax, ha« been summoned from

his labours in the vineyard below, to receive his
everlasting reward.  Tlus is an event which we
are sare will be felt asu very sore bereavement,
not only by the members and adherent of the
Church at whose altars he mumstered, but by all
who knew him, to be an sble and a feurless i
champion of Gospel truth, Indeed the loss of
such & nian cannot well be over-estimated, espe-
cially at such a tine, when the seeds of every
error are throwa broad cast on the field, theea-
tening the very exmtence of the form and the
faith of sound words.

Mr. Robl's character as a preacher is well
koown to most in this place. e was univer-
mily admitted to be an able und eflicient mumster
of the New Testament. It was impossble to
listen 10 his solid expositions of sacred truth, so
pregnant with the Theology of the olden tune,
without feeling that the people under his charge
enjoyed peculiar prvileges, and that if faubful to
themsclves they could not fail to gamn decper and
sounder views of divine thiugs, than are genesally
current among the mass of professing Christians
in these lands.  “I'o the othier lese public duties of
his office he gave much of lus time.  He took an
especial charge of the young, and there are many
among us who can testfy 1o lus success as a
teacher of youth, By meaus of Bible Classes,
both male and female, and evening leciures during
the week, he laboured indefatizably to implant
and 10 foster sound punciples, m the ds of his
people.  Nor is it 10 be doubted that a large mea-
sure of success attended these eflorts. No cone
gregation in the Colonics has morce fully sustained
the character of a Free Church congregation, in
devising and doing libcral things for the mainten-
ance of their principles, than that in Habfax, of
which he was formerly the pastor. None will
tnore cordially testfy to the faithfulacas of the
workman who was engaged in laying the founda-
tion, than the able and respected Minister whose
work it now is to mild thereon. In Hamilton,
the scene of Mr. Robb’s subsequent labours, a
hrge and well-conditioned cor ‘regation was
formed 10 his hand, which we need not may, did
not fall away under lus care; on the contrary,
we believe, that under his ministry it continued
steadily to inctease, and is now, perhapy, one of
the most flowishing in that Province.

In addition 10 the dunies of the pastoral office,
Mr. Robb had intrusted to hun, by his brethieen an
Canada, a large share in the man zemnent of ihe
general affairs of the Charch, fur which s acen
rate business habuts admnably fitted him; while
theur high esumate of lus character and Theolog.-
cal at:ainments was sull further evinced, by their
commitung to his charge the stadents prepanng
for the nmmstry, previous to the arrival of Dr.
Willis as permanent Professor.  Thus, at is cvi-
dent, that looking at this breach whichan all-wise
Providence hasmade in the ranks of our ministry,
in the light of a public loss, it is onc which must
be severely felt. It will not be casy to find a
successor, who shall at ance fill 20 wcll the pulpit
in Hamilton, and so cfficicatly a scat in Presby-
tery and Synod. But He who hath smitten wili
diod up, He who hath made, we doubt not, will
heal the breach in his own time and way.

As a friend, and 1n private lite, Mr. Robb was
greatly beloved.  His convermation was ever ine
teresting and instructive, and never in any taber-
vacle of clay have we witnessed a flow of soul 5o
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l full and joyous, \Whatever were his troubles and |
: peeplexities, the entrance of o tnend with whom
hie was on erms of mumaey, brought sunshune o
s conntennnce and @aduess to s hears, In-
deed, by such cords, he was drawn almos rres §-
ubly. ‘I'he wniter of tlan nouce remembers ouce
catbng upon him m company with a fnend, on
the afternoon of a ‘Fliursday, whea hie was about
to draw s chair to the table to prepare for bis
{ evemng lectoee, Qor design was no more than
1o look an, in pasding, s we were bent upon
5long walk., ‘There were then, however, frcsh‘
and stirnug topics afloat, wlich were easnly star- !
ted, but not so soon disposed of.  Afier a brief
| struggle between stong inchnation and a sense of
uty, the latter gave way, and he accompamed |
| u3, and having done every justice to Lonl Aber-
deen and Ins alt, we returned to give i time,
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enumernted the doctnnes which this congregation
now prafesses ; these agree with those held by all
evangelical churehes,  1n conclusion, he exhorted
the seceders to be fmthiul and to stand fast,
Therr movement would exente enmities, but let us
returyy good fur evil,  Let this be a blooudless vie-
tory  Let us hold fast to the Bible, and we 1nay
be sure that wlile the American flag contains a
star, God's word shall not be tuken from us.
“ Forms,” said he, * we have none ; we have had
them, and they have deadened us'* e then iu-
troduced the other priest as the pastor of the new
congreganon, and after a short address from the
latter, the formal secession touk place. ‘The lta-
hian priest requested the seceders to arise, and in
token of their approbation, to re:pand audibly at
the c¢lose of certain declarations which he was
about to read. “I'hey did so. It secined to be a

uot for study, but 10 make the necessary alter- | work in which thewr hearts were engaged. He
uttony i s totlet, before meeting the congrega- ¢ then lad down his book, and our attention was

non.  Afier service we were somewhat sharply

' admonished, as the occasion of what he thought a |

discreditable and unprofitable appearance on his
|p:m. T, however, was but s own opinion,

and apparent to none but lumself. Mr. Robb,
i however, though thus © shewing hunself friendiy
knew somethung of what it was to be evil spoken
; of, nor i3 this remarkable, and perhiaps sea.cely to
,be regretted, as he anght not clse have escaped
{ the woe denounced azaist those of whom *all
;men speak well.”  Now that the grave has closed
i over him, of thi< we are confileat, that his death
pwill be anost deeply felt, and lus memory most
i fondly cherished, by those who enjoyed the best
| opportumties for estunaung lus charscter and
. worth.
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THE PAPIST SECESSION MEETING.

Messrs. Entrors:=-The lower saloon of the
{ Clunese  Muaseumn, Phiuladelplua, presented a
strange mizht on Sabhath afiernoon, Tth nst. A
seceamon tneeting had been adveriised a few days
previeusly,  Upon mqury, 1 found that about
, mxtytwo hieads of tanuhies, belonging to a Ger-
t man Roman Cathalic charch in $pruce strect,
i were about 10 Iid an affectionate and solemn
farewell 10 their aged mother. 1 reached the
place of meenng a few mmuies after three o'clock,
,and fonnd the room nearly full; all the seats
: were occupied, and a large sumber of interested
i wpectatars were compelled to stand. A platfonin
| had been erected. 1 noticed but two persons on
it——onc, a noble locking specimen of the German
| nation, who wae afierwards introduced as 2 con-
verted Roman Cathiolic pricst 5 the other was also
4:1 converted Raman Catholic priest, an ltalian
. by tanh, but he could spcak both German and
t English quite fluently. 1e was just closing an
i address 10 s German auditors, and soan after-

| cullet 10 an open Bible and four lghted wax
candles on the table, e took a candle in his
hand, and said,* My brethren, when we were
walking 1 darkuess, because the nriest had con-
1 cealed the hight of God’s word under a bushel, we
1 nasked for light ; they gave us wax candles, and
i besought us to be silent. We have now trkea
the Bible 10 be aur light.  We need no wax can-
dles in daylight.” Suiting the action to the
1 word, he extinguished the lights.
{ A handsome collection was taken up to defray
| the expenses to which the new congregation will
be subjected. They now worship in a building
! on the corner of Sixth and Callowhill strects, and
| they intend soon 10 erect a suitable house of wor-
ship.  Here, then, is a new, but a smnall garden,
which should arrest the attention of the Pro-
testant Christian.  Let his prayer be, ¢ Awake,
! O north wind ; and come, thou south, blow upon
! iy garden, that the spices thercof may flow out,
Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat
his pleasant fruite.” E. R. R.
—DPresbyterian.
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MINISTERIAL. EDUCATION.

“ Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that He would
scnd forth labourers into His harvest.”
IxcinexT 1y THE LiFe o Dg. WiTuegrsroos.
—Dr. Witherspoon, when first invited 0 acceps
the Preadency of the College of New Jersey,
declined, though with great reluctance on some
accounts. When the invitation was renewed, he
accepted the appointment; and being asked why
| he enigrated 1o America to take charge of so
, unimportant an institution as the College was at
that ume, he replied, that his chief motive was to
} assist n raising up minislers in this new and
1 destitute country.
t God, n ms providence, bleased the great and

; wards commenced a most ammated and cloquent § geod man in accomnphehing the object in view.
| Engleh harangue.  His choice of words wasre- | Dr. Watherspoon, while President of the College,
, markably gaod, and his thoughis were well ar- | performed the duties of Professor of Theology,

mnged and appropmate,  His German adiom , and assisted in training many of the able minis-
_scemed to add greatly to the effect of his speech. | ters of the olden times. Dunng his Presidency,

He displayed lomie, sarcamm, pathos, contempt, | a remarkable revival of religion occurred in the
and w.thial a strong desire to glonfy his blessed | College, wlich was the means, under God, of
Master, i the movement shout to be made. | convering a large number of the students, aud of
Scveral timea the audience seemied to be carned | bunmng many into the munistry.  In the class of
away by the old man’s cloqueuce, and, forgetung | 1773, numbering twenty-nine students, twentye
+ that at was God's holy day, they applavded him. | three of them entered the munistry.  Thus was
 He promply aehuked this, and  Desought the l the ohject of his emigration to Amcrica sancti-
people to abstain from at in future.  His speech | fied of the Spint, and acknowledged in the moet

was a masterly cxposition of the Romish delu-
sions under which they had lived a)l their Jives.
He gave cight reasons for seceding from the Ro-
mu<h hrerarchy. 1. Because it rohs us of frecdom
of conscience. 2. It robs us of the Bible. 3. It
tells us that a man in Iialy holds the keys of
heaven. 4. The pnesis tyrannize overus. 5.1t
enjons celibacy, and the Bihle teaches a con-
trary doctnine. 6. It holds the docirine of pur-
gatory. 7. Tt enforces auricular confession, and
daily cxperience teaches us that this 18 2 school
of corruption. 8. Tt commands us to worship
sants, and to how down to images. Ie then

signal and glorious manner. )

We have 1wo remarks 10 make on this his.
torical incident: 1 If such 2 man as
Witherspoon made cducation for the munistry a
leading ohject of his life, and il he underweat so’
great self-demial to atain it, how strongly does
his example invite all who love our Lord Jesos
Christ 10 advance this great canse in their own
personal history ! 2. The same Providence
which blessed Dr. Witherspoon, has blessed
others in their labours to train up Christian niinis-
, ters, and encourages all to do something in this
departinent of evangelical service,




