Commnnications, &«.

THE CALL OF REV, W, McLAREN TO
BOSTON,

To the Editur of the Jecord,
Dran Sit,—

I notice in the last number of the Record a
Tetter from the Rev, John Laing, strongly ad-
voenting the claims of the Boston Congregation
to the services of our extecmed Pastor. Permit
e, av an interested purty, to make a few ob.
scrvations on come parts of it,  In the first
place, he savs, “ he is not going to debate the
question, whether the United Stutes should be
regarded ns a proper field for the Canadian
Church; or whether Mr. Mclaren should ex-
ceprt the call, and bie settled in Boston,”  Now
one would suppose from these statements that
Mr. Laing was going to weigh the matter pro
and con in a fai* and impartial manner ; {-nt
for all I can see, he settles the case entively in
fuvor of the Boston people.  The many argu.
ments he makes use of are, in my opinion, of
no value. ‘The strongest of tham, and I dare
say, if the truth were told, the only one, is their
“early prejudices which they eannot  rise
alove,"—a very poor excuse indeed. Surely
there are Iresbyterian Churches in the United
States, free from the taunt of sluvery, that they
could unite with: at least, we know that in
New York there are as true friends of tne Free
Church as anywhere, who, a8 fur as known to
me, have never applied for a Free Churceh min.
ister. I would suppose a minister like Mr.
Melaren who, I know, lias very strong British
eclings, would find himself on some veensions
very awkwardly situated.  Suppose a day of
humiliation was ordered, as was the case during
the dark days of the Russian War, It would
perhaps be r.gbt cnougth to eall an the people
to humble themselves, but it would not bevery
approprinte to call on the peaple of Boston to
humble themselves on acconnt of the sins of
Great Britain.  On the other hand it might be
# day of thankegiving for peace, &c., which
would be just as bad, ~ This idea of importing
Awmerican Presbyterians into Canada, and ex-
porting Scoteh Presbyterians into the States is
altogether wrong, The root of the whole is
just ¥ prejudice.” Lord LBlgin says, (17ide his
Speech at the Installation of the Lord Rector
of Glasgow University,) “that in Scotlind
there arc in excess religions distinetions, with-
out a difference;” thesameremarks might well
be applied to Canada.

A few wordsabout Awherstburg,  Mr. Leing
asks why My, McLaren is continued in such an
nninfluential position, confining his Jabours to
from 70 to 80 hearers, Now, 1 would inform
Mr. Laing, and all concerned, that his labours
are not cxpended on these 50 or S0, A con.
siderable portion of his time is given tothe
Presbytery.  Iam sure, that in place of his
influence being small, the reverse is the case,
Do the Preshytery wish to raise subscriptions
for College lmi]?ings‘.’—llr. McLaren 1s the
man to undertake it.  Or do they wish to stir
up a Inkewarm portion of the I’reshytery to
the Missionnry cause *—He is sent there.

I agree that the congregation at Awmherst-
burg is small, perhaps 70 or §0 ;—and I would
further confess that they are not what they
ought to e, neither have they done what they
should have done, but 1 would assert, without
fear of contradiction, that they have done ns
much, if not more, than an_\'otfncr congregation
in the province of like numbers and wealth,
We arc in the midst of a semi-infidel and po-
pish population; and on that ground we re-
quire a winister of talent,

The Preshstery of London have treated us
with great “kindness and consideration, all
througi the arduous struggle wehave been en-
gaged in; and we hope they will not Le found

wanting at this juncture.  But, Mr, Editor, we
need not be very inuch afraid,—we are in the
hauds of a fuithiful Father, who will mmke all
things work tegether for good to them whe
luve im,
I vemain, dear sir,
Yours truly,

(At the earncst request of a true friend and
U member of the Chureh in Amherstburgh, we
pubdisl the sbiove,  The final disposal of this
enll may be safely left, by all parties, in the
hunds of the Chureh Courts, and committed to
the divection of Him who is * Head over all

things to the Church."—FEpiron.)

et

THE POSITION OF BAPTIZED CHILDREN,

Zo the Editor of the Record.

Rev, asn Desan Sig,—

How is it that =0 many children of believiug

parents, when they came to years of discretion,
xurc carcless about  the menns of grace, and
wander from the visible fold of Christ? How
instead of making # profession of faith and
enjoying the privileges of God's people, so
j many negleet them ¥ These are most impor-
tang” questions bearing materinlly upon the
progress of Christ's kingdom, aud well deserve
the carefal considerntion of parents and office-
bearersof the Chureh,  Many a parent mourns
over and deeply regrets the inditference of his
children towards the ordinnuces of religion,
and many & faithful pastar’s pleasure at com-
munion seasons is diminished when he sces so
many of the young of his flock, who, in the
days of their infaney, had applied to than,
perhaps by his own hand, the seal of the cove-
nant of griace, keeping back from the table
of the Lord and thus refusing to :u'uoml'):m_\'
the sheep into the richest pasture.  They huve
beenin an interesting manner given up to Gad
in their baptisin; their parents have vowed in
the most solemn manuer to * Lring them up in
the nurture and adinonition of the Jord,” and
they have been recognived in their infancy as
members of the visible church, Why then is
it, that more do not, when they come to years
of diseretion, personally aud publiely acknow-
Jedge the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour,
take upon themselves his yoke, and fullow the
amb?  The answer to this interrogation |
am persunded will to a great extent, he found
in the overlooking, by parents, office-bearers,
and congregations, of their position in the visi-
ble church, and neglecting to treat them in
accordnnee with this their privilege. T amno
ritualist, and do not believ e that any treatment
or ordinances of themselves can make them
chrstians. But 1 do believe God usually
{ blesses the means and that * the promises are
{ to you and your chiidren.”

What then is the real position in the visille
chureh of the children of helieving parents 2—
On this peint two opposite and extreme views
are extensively held, With those who huld
them, there appears to he no difliculty in de-
termining the ceclesiastical Ynsitiun of all
children; and it is to be feared their opinions
amd practices influence to a greater degree
than many are aware, the views and practices
of thase who profess to holda third, and what,
| on this question, i to be regarded as the cvan.
i gelical doctrine. “The one class denies to all
children, be they those of helieving parents, or
be they not, any place whatever in the church
of Christ, until they obtain it by a personal
profession,  According 1o this view, those
who are the children of believing parents are
on the sne footing with those who are not—
the children of the church are in the same po-
sition as those who are withoyt and are to be,

is it that when they cotie to this period of Jife, |
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treated in no way different. ¢ Like all world-
lings, heathenz, and pagang, until they expe
rietice a conscions, inward, regenerating change
of which they enn give a eredible account,
and make o credible |]\ro|’cs<ion, they are to
anecount thanselves and to be accounted, and
proceeded with, us *aliens from the common.
wealth of lsrael, and strangers to the covenants
of promise.”

On the other hand, it ia held, and too exten-
gively held, npseriptural and absurd asiis,
that ‘every child, Le it parents what they may,
Liclies eraor unbelievers, moral or immoral, hasn
right, on ite own account, irrespective of its
arents, to the privileges of the Chureh, and
Iu-m-.- not to baptize it, and fo own it asn
mwember of the vigible Church, when presented
for this ordinance by its parents, or it may be
by their neighbors, js to deny it its rights and
inflict upon it u seviousinjury.  There are few
aasters 10 the Synod, perhaps, who have not
]md applications for this ordinance by parents
whu made no profession of religion, and it mny
be by parents whe, instead of making any pro-
fessivn, are leading an jumworal dife,  When
refised theiv request, they have gone away
disappointed and dissatistied that their ehildren,
on account of themselves, should be denied this
ordinance, regarding, as they do, their own as
having an equal vight to the privilege with the
children of believers, and looking upon the
conduct of those who refuse it as harsh and un-
cliristian.  Between those two extromes there
are various opinions Which more or less aprec
with them and tend to place children in either
one or other of these redations to the visible
Church.  Tor example, there are those whose
procedure, with respeet to baptized children,
cvinces that they discern no more in this ordi-
nance than parenta) desive that their childven
may be the Lord's,  Others, without any defi-
nite views on the sulject, regard baptism
nerely a8 beantifo) and edifying rite. or as a
pledye of religions instruction being imparted
to children,  And there are even some who
louk upon it merely a8 a convenient and ap-
propriate way of giving themn a rame.

‘The Catholic doctrine on this question, asect
forth in the standards of the Chureh, is very
diffcrent frow these vapue and unseriptural
views, and should, in its rlnco, Le fully set
forth from the pulpit, and christian parents and
congregations urged on all oceasions to treat
the Inmbs of Christ’s flock in accordance with
their true position. 1 will not attempt more
at present thun n brief statement of this doe-
trine, reserving for a future time the treat-
ment which the children of the Chureh should
receive.

In the Confession of Faith it iz stated that
the * visible Church * = * = consists of
all those throughout the sworld that profess the
true religion, together with their children.”
Auain, “Sacraments are holy signs and seals
of thie Covenant of Grace, immediately institut-
ed by God, to represent Clirist and his benefits,
and to confirm our interest in him; as alwo to
put u visible difference betiween those that belony
unto the Church and the rest of the seorld, and
solemnly to engage them to the service of God
in Christ according to his word.” In question
62 of the Larger Cateehism, it is said, “The
visible Church is & society made up of sueh as
in ull nges and places of the worid do profess
the true religion and their children”  Again,
in question 166, “Infants descending from
arents, cither both or but onc of them profess-
ing faith in Christ and obedience to him, are,
in that vespect, within the covenant and are to
be baptized” In similar terms the same doce-
trine i3 stated in the Forin of Church Govern-
ment.  These standards plainly teach that the
children of credibile belicvers, and of those only,
are members of the visible Church; that they
are not inade members by baptism, but are to
baptized because of this their relation to the



