st
.

ey . A" N

E debates, and received the royal sanetion.

£ter public opinion.
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vehemently and ineessantly,  They were addressed with
sneors and contimiely 3 the finger of vulgar scotn was point-
ed at them; they were hunted through the sticets inopen
day, and when protected from the extiemity of violenee, it
was in tones and looks denoting that only a littde lower hate
sanctuaried their persons.  In conversation and in books they
were a by-word, and a jest,

A work printed in 1628, for popular entertaimnent, enti-
tled € A Miseellany of Seriousness with Merriment, consist.
ing of Wity Questions, Riddles, Jests,” e tells this story
as i grood joke. A sea captain on a voyage, with thirty pas.
rengors, being o ken by a violent tempest, found it ne-
ceesary to throw hall of them cyverhoard, in ovder to izhton
the vessel Filteen of the passengers were Christians, and
the other filteen were Jews, but in this erigeney they e
nimously agreed in the captain’s opinion, and that he should
place the whale thicty in a civele, and throw every ninth
man over till anly fitteen were lett. “T'o save the Christinn.,
the captain placed his thivty passengers in this orden, via:
four Christians, five Jews; two Christians, one Jew ; the
Christinns, one Jew ; one Christian, two Jews; two Cln
tians three Jews; orve Christiwe, tws Jews; twn Cheistiane,
one Jew.  Jle began to number o the first of the Jow
Christinns thus
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By this devieg, the eaptain preserved all the Chrictiaag, and
deeped all tl

Selden saffil “Lall what you will of the Jews, that they
are cursed, thee thrive wherever they come s they are able to
oblige the prince of their country by lending him money ;
none of them beg; they keep together; and for their heing

hated, my life for yours, Christizns hate onc another as much.,”
ymy ¥ s :
i

T'his was true, but it is also true that thvee quarters of
century have not elapsed since hatred to the Jews was a na-
tional feeling,  In 1733, a bill was brought into the House
of' Lords for naturalizing the Jews, and relieving them from
perseeuting disabilitivs, It passed there on the ground that

wealthy persons professing the Jewish religion to remove hi-
ther trom foreign parts to the inerease of the capital, com-
meree, and credit of the kingdom.  ‘The corporation of Lon.

the ground that it would dishonour the christian religion,
endanger the constitution, and prejudice the interest and

trade of the kingdom in general, and London in particular,
¥ A body of Loudon merchants and traders also petitioned -
Y against it

Certain popular orators predicted that it the bill
passed, the Jews would multiply so fast, become so riel, and

" get so much power, that their persons would be revered,

their customs be imitated, and Judaism become the fashion-

f# able religion ; they further Hedged that the bill flew in the
# face of prophecy, which declared that the Jews should be
g scatterad without a country or fixed habitation till their con-
# version, and that in short it was the duty of Christiaus ta he

unchristian. 13t the bill passed the commons after violent

instantly in a ferment of' horror and exceration ; and on the

¢ first day of the nest session of parliament, ministers were
¢ constrained to bring in a bill to repeal the act of naturaliza-

8 tion, and to the foulwdishonour of' the people of Frgland at
4 that peviod, the bill was repealed.  From that hour to the

¥ present, the Jews have been subjected to their old pains, pe-
g naltics, disqualifications, and privations.

f this age has dispelled much of the darkness ot the lust.—

£ Yet the errors of public opinion then respecting the Jews,

fremain to be rectified now by the solemmn expression of a bet-
Formerly, if onc of the “ancient peo-
&ple” liad said in the imploring language of the slave, * Am I

¥not a man, and a brother ¥ he might have been answered,
4% No, you are not aman, but a Jew.” It is not the business

it would operate to the public advantage, by encouraging :

dou in common council assembled, petitioned against it on

‘I'he nation was

i En

VENING MAGAZING.

of the Jews to petition for justice, but ivis the duty of Clirts
tinas o be just,

In the © General Fvening Post” of June 21, 1777, a pa-
vagraph states, that “ the following circumstance iz not more
vidiculous than true 3™ amld it proceeds to relate, that some
years before, at Stamford, in the proviace of Connecticut,
Ameriea, it was determined to build a chureh 3 hut “thongh
the chureh was mech wanted, as many people in that ncix.{ih
bourhood were at a loss for a place of public worship, yct*ﬂw

“work stood still a considerable time for want of nails { for it
was 2 wooden building 3) at last, @ Jew merchant made them
a present ol acask, amouting to four hundred weight, and
thus enabled the ehureh to proseed.”  Such an act might
make wome Christians exclain, “ Almost thou percuadest me
to be @ Jew rather than remain a dew-onprescor under the

i name of' & Christian,” 1t is not, however, on private, but
on open grounds and high principle, that justice should
spontancousiy be rendered to the Jess. The Jew and the
Christian, the Catholic and the Protestant, the Episcopalian
and the Dissenter, the Calvinist and the Arminian, the Bap-
tist and the Unitarian, all persons, of all denominations,
sve witled and empowered by their common document to
acts of justice and merey, and they now mect as brethren in
saeial lite to perform them; but the unsued claim of their
alder brother, the Jow, is acknowledged no where, save in the
censeience of every ¢ just man made perfeet.”

-

¢ To extend the benelits of Education to the childven of the
humbler classes of Jews, is one of the first objects with theic
opulent and enlightened brethren.  ‘Fhe ¢ Examiner” Sun-
day newspaper of the th of February, 1825, cooperates in
their benevolent views by an article of information parvticu-
larly interesting :

« On Friday last, the Jews held their anniversary, at the
: London “Tavern, Bishopsgate-street, to celebrate their plan

for the education of GUU boys and 300 girls, instituted Aprit
£20, 1818, in Belldane, Spitalfields. 1t was gratifving to
" contrast the consideration in which the Jews are now held in
* this country with their iliberal and cruel treatment in for-
mer times; and it was no less gratifying to observe, that the
¢ Jews themscelvesarebecoming partakers of the spirit of the pre-
“sent times; by providing for the education of the poor, which,
il within a very few years past, had been too much neglect-
ed; another pleasing feature in the meeting was, that it
was not an assemblage of Jews only, but attended by people
ol other denominations, both as visitors and subscribers.—
' Samuel Joseph, sq. the president, was in the chair.  Some

loyal and patriotic toasts were given, appropriate addresses
! were delivered by different gentlemen, and the more serious
" Yusiness, of receiving and announcing new subseriptions, was
- mueh eniivened by a good band of vocal and instrumental

; music.  Among the subscriptions referred to, one was of a
| peculingly genetous nature.  An unknown hand had for-

wrrded to the treasurer on the two last meetings a sum of
00, "I'his year he reccived instructions to clothe all the
; children at the expense of the same gencrous donor.  The
. rrocession of the children round the hall was an agreeable
I scene at this important meeting. A poctical address in the
" Iebrew linguage was delivered by one of the boys, and an
glish trausiation of it by one of the girls, each with pro-
priety of aceent, and much feeling.”

A record testifying the liberal dispositicn and humane at-
tention of the Jews to their ofispring, is not out of place in

‘T'he enlightenment - a work which notices the progress of manners; and it is es-

. pecinlly gratetul to him who places it on this page, that he
has an opportunity of evincing his respect for generous and
, noble virtues, in a people whose residence in all parts of the
world has advantaged every state, and to whose enterprise
*and wealth, as merchants and baukers, every government in
LEurope has been indebted.  'Their sacred writings and their
titerature have been adopted by all civilized communitics,



