
TIIE CANADIAN CASIUET.

MATERNAL INGENUITY,
ont, Tlty[Nao O10O1C A flACIUELOR.
fiDon't you thinkc my daughitcr Zephri

ina is a vory fine figura 7" imid Mrs. Long
the otiier aeanicg ta ft!r. Shortas shlo wa!
sittingbaside him, on tho sofa, and Zopli
rina, wa ying on the harp. Mrs Lonu
hll =aea daughiters to disposa 'O, an:
Mr. Short wvas a bachelor wvell to do ià
the wnrld. I-lis terrpfer %vas a lithoe crab.
bail, arnd bis %vit a ltle sareastie but
Mrs. Long hiad dauglîttrs to ma:rry. the
eldost of %vlîom, Zopiritrn, %vas lione cf the
voungcst. ler precise aige we (Io not
tcnotw, and ifwev did, it vould not bo po.
lite te mention it.

IfDon't you thinlc rny dauiglîtar Zephirin.î
id a ver y iefgre " said Mrs. Loti-
with a -ri:nce af'in irnil satisflîction.

Il Umphf 1" mnuitired Mr. Sho<rt, as hie
tapped h is sou fi box for the îlîîrc lime,
99' mucb likoe a figuvre 5, 1 thinkl il'

icfigutra 5l" saidiNMrs. Lnalit tic
mortified, thaugbI shlo knteivthiediqposi.
tion of ftr. Short. "4 A figure 5, do yu

saNr. Short ? Oh, flotW yotu nitust bc
thînkcing f r inîierest table. Cotiilî:ire
My dauhteri Zeplîrina to a figure 5 1 1ie
fie on yov, 31r. Short; you'Il tievcr get
mnariad as long as Veiu live."b

lIf I doo't it wvill ho tir frit of yoLrsý
bMri. Long," s:î:J ilr. Short, as lio threiv
a ionfr pinch of snuff up bis no.

Il Teue, truo,"Isaid Mrs. Long, xvith
a look of great, lindness, ''I talia an intecr-
est lin ite Nvulfir of my neiglibours, anr'
lice to sez aIili h sin.glo gentlemein provi-
ded for. Dont you tiiink. Zephriria pluys
the harp and sings wvitlî a grcat deat or
tastn 2"

1 thinic baer execution ;s uicommon.",
It arni glad you approve it, 51r. Shiort."
1I did'nt say 1 approvod it,)Irs. Long ;

1 morely said 'twas nomminnn- very
mucli like ilia noise of tiro cats in a gut-
ter."

ifYou siîocking mani I Mr. Short-you' ve
no tasts, o rueeîîîî."

1Bn I can hecar very sensibiy, Mrs.
Longr," puing bis fingeors in bis cars.

*YoII'va no music iii your sou!, as
Ilandmill says."

9, Tliatcursoed noise lias driven it ail
out."

IlIndeed, Zcphyrina's voice is not es-
actly in tune to nighit ,but I thinît silo
plays and sings rcmatrlcably wvell, for ona
of lier nge, don't you Mr. Short 1"

"iUmph I ay-foir that luatter, she is li-
doed rather old to learn."

"-Old I Mr. Short?"
"4Ay, niadan, you kcnow they Iearai

those things muchi botter irn their youngcer
days."p 0

"81Iow oh] do yon tako nly datigliter
Zephyrina to bo, NIr. Short?7"
gr Il Lord! nia amn, li shouid 1- know ? I
wat'nt at tho christcoirig. But she's no
ohicken." 1

"As true as I'm alive, Mtr. Shorte she
if enly nino-"

«I fAnd twenty, Màrs. Long 1 Well, I'm
asot apdM udof these mnatters, but I should

«Y-,

IlSite loires ton years older titan ale
really is. Silo lias a very womanly look;
lfor aile of lier age-don' t you tinki ello lias,
Mlr. Short 1"

fi TJiopi I 1 tlîink silo bias somo resein-
blanco to a wvoman."

Slo %vas as fbrward at fîfteen,*tliotigîî
1 say it, as most girls ara at twvenîy).fivo."

1'I hie your fo1r%vard olîits.
SBut you don't understand me, Mr.

Short 1 iean site wvas as forward in wo.
in oy accomplislinients, and in a wvonan-
l Iacranice.

" O, a,; to tia appeareoco, I conild
swveir silo lied been a %voinan iliese dozeuî
ýyea.rs."

Dîocing wvas now proposed, and! as .1r.
Short protestod against shiaking ulie font,
even thoughi Zepliyrina, ivas ready lo ho
liî pîirliir, Mrs. Long still etitert.,iid

t er.
''Doni't yotn admire Zu'ptvrina,,'s dan-

cing?
,71 can't sey thet I arn a judgo or' tli'se

siwl n itters, Mrs.Lo.
Youi're too nîod4e-zt, 31r. Short.'
It's a rare fitult, Mrs. Long.'

'Observe wiîh wliat -,race shoe moves;
1 reallv '.hinli sile dances rernarliably, for
'%icni'o lier age, doi'r. you tiinkz so, Mr-
Short l'

1Umph 1 I iiinki silo dlances muci bot-
ter tian tho elephiant. Ili fact, the ele-
pliant is a very cluinsy dancer.'

,Fie, fie on you !Mr. Short, to Com-
pare My d.Il-,Iler Z2phiyriiia to a four

legdbeastess.
%Vliy, that% flot lier fault, you kinowv

Whosc fainît?

WVhy, yotir d.tughter's that site wvas'nt
malle a beastoss too, as you caul tlî oIe-
Pliant.'

Itaope no insinuatins, 'Mir. Short?7'
O.h Lord ! no rna'am, I hav'nt an in-

sinuating Loin.'
D oni't yotî think. Zephyriuia i j ust a-

bout tic right liecgit V'
I thinkl shm, raîlier Lon (.'

'Do you indecd AIr. Short? Ilhope
yudon't thîinkc it ant objection..

1Objection ! Ohi by no moaos-sîo may
ho Lourg,-ay, as long as silo pleases-I'v e
no objection.'

lin g!ad to hear you say so, Mr. Short,
ZephIyrinla is certainly radier tat or lier
age.'

ÏI hate a beaxipole.'
IIow yonr mind is always wandcring

f'rorn the point, ftir. Short. If I talîr: of'
*mu'Sic, vou taîk oF'cats in the gutter; if'1
speak ol'a lady's. dancing you talkz of the
mfvements of an clepliant: iWl speak o? a
taîl young' woznat you immediatcly fly ta
a beanpale.'-

'Tf jat is my misf'ortune, Mrs. Long.'
1 Wolf, weil, evcry body miust have their

little peculiaritias. Did I ever shoiv you
rny daughîter Zepiîyrina's drawings '

' Ofbear, or eider?'
c What are y ou thinking of', NIr. Short'?'
1 Why, I l)an' t pratond ho knoiv, I'r

sure, ina'amxi'

'I spol-e about Zophiyhioa'a drawing
and yotî talk about boer anid cider, I nîcami
fier drwneof birds and flowcrs, b1r.
short.'

' Olî-,,y-%,es-I uindcrstand you.
1Jist sîep to tluis table, Mfr. Short, and

woa cztm examiiine, thin ta mnore advantago.
Thiere! %vli:tt do you thîink of tlat, MIr.
Short ?'

Tit's a beautiful ero'v.'
A crow 1 Mr ýSIiort-fi.t 1 lia 1 ha 1 a

crowv I %Whi, wvhîat in tlue %vo:ld cau Soit
bo hiiîl<ingo?'I'hfi.starob)iirad-broast.'
We:li, 1 <lîre s-iy it ik, nowv you mon.

tlion it Mrls. L(n-hi reaily tookc it ta
lic a crow~. 'Tle truth is, ihieso tîiin-s
Ei41o111d sIINL~YS have thîe nanie wvritton lit)-

Su Itoi ZclîyruîihutlaI sho maid
tlrydspe.ik for tiîîev,.
*Ca\v ! Caw~ 1-1 hë'g yoti pardon, ma'am
î t'hei note of a cr,,iv, and noîv I ra-

co!l'ýr:t yoîi saisi iiis mva-; a robini rel1-breast.'
'T'ls %vas nile of' Z.ýpluyrirî:t's first ah-

toripts : tie ie(xt ks mîoro perfet. Look
atî tîmîs, 3'ir. Shogrt,' îîîrîîiug over a eai'.

' ?sVhmt a îîretty lorîkiîg ,,çslin I
Oh inurdu'r ! 1Mr. hrt tinlit yomî

wnas a iii oh' more teste.'
«'1 admire a yosîng gnoose, wr'e!l stuffed

amîd roisted.'
I mean in dIraviiîîg.'
Did yotu ever sec me drawiîîg a cork,

Mrs. Lotis"?'
' Noncsense!1 Now you'vc got fromn boer

and eider ho coriz.. A zoslinz indecfi h
Vhîy, thîis is a goîdritcli, Mr. Short.'

l'ini very glad ynmî iofornicd mie Mrs.
Long, for really nîy haste Ili painhed birds
,s ocs~h u i I iba otoç thiut ta lien 'r
1 i ilg. Ahi, %vheat's liere ? A codfislî, as
l'i live, and a clîurrnir ona it is.'

£ Oh, 111r. Short, Mr. Short, how eau
you bo SO shupidi? 'That's a butterfly.'

'[s tîxat a butterfiy I MlrA. Long i do
you s:îv, uipon your lionor, thiet codfl"fi is a
butterfly.,

1Fio! fial M 1r. Short; l'vo as good a
mind, as ever I lied ho cat. not ta show
you aoler living tlîing. You've no teste
in ornitîology. Perlîips you'l likoe die
floivors better. ILnt tliat be:iutiful.'

WVlat thxat cabbage? I nover could
abide a caboage.'

,Cabbalge 1 011l shockingI cal! that
rose a eabbage.

I[s that a rose?'
1 Intieed it is a damasIc rose. Look at

this, M1r. Short.'
, What, tIiat muilein ? WallI, that id,

prctty I must confess-it's as natural ao
lifa.'

t-That's a carnation, 11fr. Short.'
f Ofh! a carnation, i9 it?7 weil 1 date.

say yau're .ighlt-yes, it muait tua a carna-
tion, now I tiîinhc. of it.'

'-Don't 'you think on tlîe whoia, M1r,
Short, thîatZephyrina drawa surprisingly
for one of her age.'

I must confess I nover saw the like.'
tI'm chammed- to hear yotx say so, Mir.

Short -tho approbation oi' a mani of tastc,
is Iîiglîly gratif'ying-.'

t1 ['vo very fitnie haste in sheno thingu, »
Isaid before-'


