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1. INTRODUCTION.

One of the earlicst distinctions iu modern gcology was that
betwccn tho crystalline or so-callcd Primary strata, and those
whiclh arc fouud in niany cases to have becri depositcd upon
thcm, and bcing in part mnade up of sedinsents dcrivcd froin the
disintegration of tliese, w'crc dcsignatcd Transition and Secondary
rocks. While the past forty ye ars have seen great progress in
our knowlcdge o? these youngcer rocks, and whilc their strati-
graphy, the conditions of tlicir dlcpositiou, and thecir gcographical
distribution and variations have bccn carcfully invtisftgated, thxe
study o? the older rocks lias bccn conîparativcly ncglccted. This
bas bccn due in part to thie inheirent difficulties of the subjcct,
arising, froi the gcncmal absence or organie reniaius, and I'rom
the highly disturbcd c-ondition of tho oldcr strata, but in a grcatcr
meusure, perhaps, to certain tlicorctical vicwvs respccting the
stmatificd erystaelline rocks. In Thet, the ufflike tcachings of twvo
different and opposcd schîcrols lead to tic coinnuon conclusion that
the geognostical study o? tiese rocks is unprofitablc.

The first of t'hese sehools inaintains that tie rocks in question
are, in great part at lcast, not subordinatcd to the same structural
laws as the uuerystalline formations, but are portions of the
original crust o? the earth, aud thiat their architecture is due flot
to aqucous deposition and subsequent nxcchanical niovenients,
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