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Grape Vine ‘Culture, No. VI,

BY . S, WOBUKN

THR SORTS To §'1.ANI.

ToERE are many varieties of nuive es, suae
more or less suitable to varints localities. from the
extreme South to the furthest timit of nerthern lati-
tude where the grape will grow profitably .\ very
limited number of these sorts are more particularly
snitable for our northern climate  The Fruit Grow-
er’s Association of Upper Canada have agreed on four
sotrts as the very best. and we approve of their selec-
tion In Tir Caxaps Farver for April 1, 1864, page
93, wo described several of those suitable for the
Northern States, as well as Canada, and in order that
new subscribers to Tnr Farxer for the present year
may have the information, and that old subseribers
may have it at hand, we repeat the brief deserip-
tions there given of the four varicties approved hy
the Association :

CLINTON,

This is a Figorous and exceedingly hardy and pro-
ductive variety. Bunches medium size, very com-
pact ; berries small to medium ; colour black; flrsh
rather acid, with an excecdingly brisk and sprightly
flavour ; ripens middle to end of September, tiwo weeks
earlier than the Isabella.

CONCORD.

Bunches and berries very large, almost black,
thickly covered with beantiful bloom, very hardy.
second only to Delaware, and exceedingly vigorous
and productive ; much less Hable to mildew than
eitber the Isabella or Catawba. Similar in quality
to the Isabella, but ripens fico weeks ewrlior.

DELAWARE.
This i3 cxceedingly hardsy, eariy and prodactive;
1;erimps the very best of all the hardy American taridics
t is very dclicate, sweet, sprightly, and of high vin-
ous flavour. It has been known to stand the severest
northern winters, beside which the Isabella and Cat-
awba were killed out. It npens falls thres wcecks
carlier than the Isabella.
HARTFORD PROLITIC.

Bunches large and compact ; berries large, vonnd §
skin thick and black, very juicy and sweet  An
exceedingly hardy and productive variety. Ripens
two 1ceeks before the Isabella.

WHO SHOULD PLANT.

Every person who owns land chould plant wmore
or less of the gripe vine who may desire a profitable
crop, and who may at the same time be willing to
bestow the necessary care and attention to their
cultivation. But we remind all such, that to produce
the best results constantly, vigilance will he required.
Nothing must be left to chance, plans must be ma-
tured inadvance ; the location must be a proper one ;
the ground must be very carefully prepared, extreme
depth of trenching and very heavy manunng 8 1
oSt ¢ASES UNNECessary, in many instances injurivu- ,
there must be a proper exposure to the sun, proper
shelter provided agamnst tearing wands, sedulous
care must he exercised in mualching, to prevent frost
injuring the roots in winter, and to ensure proper
humidity during the dronths of <ummer  The great-
est care and pains must be taken Lo train, pinch, and
prune correctly. And as no written instructions.
without some actual practice will he suflicient, with
at least the majority of mankind, it is recommended
that caution be excercised not to plant very exfensively,
until after a few years practical experience may he
had. Of course nusiakes, losses, and failures more
or less will have to he encountered in the first instance,
but ample success will finaly reward untiring pains-
wking., and indomitable perseverance © if there he
those who may think all these conditions too hard to
be attempted, we do not advise such persons to try
grape growing.

Culture of tlfo Cranberry,

Wi havs bad some eoquiries on the abess suh ot
and by way of giving a full and exhaustive reply to
them. we make the following extracts from a circular
tssued by B. 3. Watson. of the Oi1d Colany Nurseries.
P'lymouth, Mass., oae of the most successful cultivators
of the Cranberry, in the Tnited States

« Tho success of this flno fruit in upland garden
cultivation is now comnletely cstablished. In fact

its cultivation i3 much more casy, cconomical and
snceessful in the dry soils of P’rivate Gardens, Market
Gardens, and in field culture, thaw in the usual clumsy
way in bogsand meadows, It requires no more mois-
ture than is contained in all arabie land. Thoe plan-
tations at this establishment are on dry gandy loam,
and e 3idl the last season, under my improved
method of caltare, was over 400 bushels per acve, or
more than double the ordinayy crop in meadows.
‘The fruit i4 hirger durker golored, more solid, and of
butter quality than the wild fruit, and ripens earlier
and more thoiouglily, being exposed to tho sun and
aiv  Italso keeps better. The great danger of being
cut off by Seprember 110sts is enarely obviated in my
method, as the frigii nestles inamong the leaves, entire-
Iy protected from the feusts, so that it may remain on
the vines till there is danger of the ground freezing.
Comuton carly frosts do no injury whatever Fruit
lett on all winter is equally guod with those ** Spr'ng
Cranberries piched w the bogs in April and 8o 01, 4-
1y csteemed.

The Cranberry is a h:\rdf' trailing evergreen shrub,
found both 1 swamps and on high land, but is most
producnve on upland, sandy loam, well enriched.
Although it js commonly thought that it naturally
grows only in wet Jand, nothing i3 more common than
to find luxuriant patches of the Cranberry in cvery
variety of upland soil. Cole, in recommending its
cultivation in his exeellent “Froit Book” says:
* Where a gravelly hnoli has been reduced for aroad,
we saw excellent cranberries growing on o d?, hard
and poor soil.  On another spot we saw fine fruit by
the roadside. on & very poov, dry, hard soil” He
adds, - with these cases of good crops under every
disadvantags. it would be surprising if cranberries
should not grow well on high land, under good cul-
ture.”

In England and in many parts of Europe, according
to Loudon, our American Cranberry has been found
in gardens for nearly two centuries. A recent cor-
respondent of the * Genesee Farmer gays :* My cran-
herry gardenis on sandy loam.  Before being cleared,
it was timbered with hemlock. beech and maple, after
bewng elmarved.the natural growth wassorrel,June grass
and winte clover,  When caluvated, it produced good
crops uf potaive~andoats, My opinion is, that almost
any soil that 13 nue lwclined to grass over without
seeding, wal grow full crops of cranberrics. I pre-
pare the ground by plowing deep—Dbringing as much
ot 1the sub-svil on too a3 L can. Harrow and work as
for corn.” .\ writer in the *¢ Maine Farmer” says
his crop grown on loam in 1863, “ was at the rate of
153 hushels per azre ” Other statements of the kind
by expericneed enltivators may be constantly met
with in the leading Horticultural Journals, showing
how rapidly the cultivation of this plant is extending.

Gaunrs Coutivation. —Prepare the ground by deep
ploaghing, or spading. and enrich it welt in the usual
way. or with a compost of two parts swamp muck
and one part wood ashes. Bonc dust is an exccllent
application, say one pound to the square yard. In
April, May or Jane, or in Qctober and November set
the plants four inches apart, in rows six inches asun-
der, in beds four feet wide. Two square rods will
vield four or five bushels and require 2000 plants,
The vines will snon cover the ground, and require no
rencwal, as the plant is a perennial shrub,  The Cran-
berry i3 one of the hest planis for garden edgings, or
for broad belts, or borders for the principal walks,
1t 1~ easly tomnendd and hept in order, and is always
attrachive, 1n bloum, or in fruit, and beicg an ever-
gieen in waiter  Fos ¢ 1gings plant six inches apart,
1 double rows fuwg inches asunder  For helts and
Daardier « which may Lie one half to two feet wide, plant
vs ahove direeted for beds.  As soon as it is known
how easily every fanuly may grow its vwa cranberrics
the cultivation of tlus wholesome fruit will be intro-
duced into every garln Ttisin eating from Sep-
temher 10 June

Yo Maniaer Garimns axn Firtp Certene—Yre-
pare the groand Ly thorough ploughing and manar
ing as in garden cultivation. New and virgin zoils
will ot require any dressing.  During the munths of
April, May and Jane, or in October and November,
set the plants e v Bix inchies apart, in double rowe,
three feet asunder  These donble rows are to be four
i?clms apart. and the planis shonld be sct as a hedge
thus:

Thewrs bigng nearly three feet of space hietween the
vows the groand can he kept elear by the horse-hoe,
at small expense.  Iana year o1 two the ground will
bee godded o4 er, when furth 1t cultivation will be un-
negesgary  Sivty thousand plants are_required per
aere  The uwmal crap on old exhausted sails appear
to he abont 400 bushels per acre. I have no doubt,
however that on uewant fertilo soils, the yield could
e casily carried up to 600 bushels, or even 00 bush-
els. As the fruit 1s worth $3 {0 $4 per hushel, it is

the most nrofilable fruit growa,

For Swax CcLTerE.~—The mode of plauting is the
same as above ; but of courso tho preparation of the
ground must depend upon tbe condition and charac-
ter of the swawp. The great point in swamp culti.
va'ion is to make theland as dry as possible. Mr.
Plt aney in his excellent paper, in the Report of the
Secretary of the Board of Agricultave for 1863, says :
“If the ground cannot be drained at least eightcen
inches helow the general surface, tho situation must
herejected.”  Itigmuch bettertoplanton dry ground
and avoid the heavy expense of draining.

Tur Trer Care Cop VaRrieTy, is by far the best in
cultivation, and succeeds best in uplands. There are
several sorts in the market known as *“the Bell,”
 the Cherry,” and many other fancy names which do
not compare with this in real, practical value.

Proracatioy issimple and casy, by layeringin Aug-
ust. Cuver the now ranidly growing vines with an
mchor two of soil, and they root at once making per-
{uot plans for the next season. It isan casy plant to
transplaat, andis entirely hardy in the coldest climate,
witlhout covering.

Garnering e Crors.—In Qctober before cold
weather, the crop may be raked by the common cran-
herry rake, or gathered by hand. Children can carn
from 50 to 75 ceuts per day by picking them, at ono
cent per quart.

Faru Prastive.—October and November aro the
hest ruonths for full planting. Preparo the ground
well in September and sot the plants as above direo-
ted. Before winter sets in, protect by plougbing a
furrow directly over the plants, and in garden culture
by strewing d):mg or leaves, &c., over them, When
well established, however, they need no covering
whatever,

‘Riscelluneons,

Agricultural Societies.

To the Elilor of Tne Ca. abs FARMER ©

Sin,~T wag pleased to see the repig of « J. N,,” of
Springwood, in your 1st No.. vol. II, in regard to
your remarks in the “ double number,’” headed
** Township versus County TFairs,” as I wished to seo
this subject fully discussed.

I agree with you, Sir, that we have too many petly
Exhibitions, exhausting our time, creating too much
expense in their management, and weakening our
efforts for any practical or profitable results. “J.
N." hus given us some very strong arguments in
favour of “Township Socictics,” whick cannot be
refuted ; but he bas suggested no remedy for the
evils of which we complain. Township Fairs, cer-
tainly give an opportunity for all to exbibit with Iess
trouble ; Lut there is very little honour and satisfac-
tion in obtaining prizes where there is little or no
competition. It istruc that the “spoils” are moro
thoroughly distributed ; but the resources of the
country are not properly developed by such feeble
cefforts.

I have watched the working of nearly all the Agri-
cultural Societies in the county where I reside, and,
but for one or two exceptions, should be prepared to
vote for their discontinuance. XFour or five, perhaps
more, of the Township Fairs have made no progressthe
last’ ten years ; some_have retrograded ; while one,
at least, has made such progress as to be cqual to the
average of County Fairs in Canads West; surpassing,
both in membership and influence. the County Show
of the Riding in which it is situated. This cdnvinces
me that we cannot have an Agrienltural Act, 0 con-
structed, as to meet every circumstance. The town-
ghip I bave referred to, takes no interest whatever in
the County Society, being far from the county town,
where tho County Show is always held ; hence, I
presume, the principal cause of its success from tho
first, and its constant progress is induced by the
special interest taken in agricultural improvement
by the whole township,~ a fecling peculiar to but few
localitics ; and deserving careful culture.

1 have thought of various plans to remedy the evil -
First, would it be becter to abolish the Coynty
Socicties, and let the toswnships havenll sho “ sppils
and thus render them moro effective fn their opera
tions? Second, would it not be better to raise_tlc
standard of membership to one hun:dred, instead ol



