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(T l {F3 1h tinted hops, with hero and there branches which had | into use and is more profitable on well eult
dihe J 1810, canght an opposits wire, forming a festoon. heavily manured lands than od lands which ate
— ————_ _| Butbowaboutpicking? Well, this1s a very easy | naturally poor or have been mado 5o by a system of
—— ——— ~ xtrlllatg:r. for light ladders aro used, wh.ch rost ng:unlz:t. mlevr cropp‘;ng and }:mpo‘:%ishmcnt. . i )
. s teo, ¢ horizontal wircs, and a man easily pulls away the o onc denies that stable manuro is very val na&ey‘
Hop-Growing on Wires. I 4 and, oither while hot or after having unde

The Farmer (English) gives the following doscri -
tion of tho wining mecthod of hop-cultare, which is
now being adopted by somo growors of this cropin’
Britain :— '

* Heanng that Mr. Shcldrake, propriotor of the
Aldershot Blvidary Gazeite, had a good breadth of
hops under the witiug method of culture, weapplied
to that gentleman ﬁ)r permission to inspect and
report uponit. He very courteonsly rendered us
erery assistance, and we are thus enabled to give
the following particalars. -

Farnbam and Aldershot are contiguous, and form
tho great hop-groming distrits for which these
adjoiming cornurs of llgnnta and Surrey aic famous
Tho soil s of a deep, tenacious, loamy character, and
an enormous quantity of hupsare grownin the district

Pulo ﬁrowing is the universal method adopted there,
Mr.Sheldrakeabeingtheonly example of wircgrowing
A close inspection of the two methods has resalted
in the formation of the opinion that the wirc aystem
of culture is by far the best,

In pole planting the hills (i.¢ , plants) are generally
planted 6 ft. by 6 ft., which gives 1,210 plants to the
acre, and on an average therc are three poles, varying
from 10 ft. to 127, hi_h, according to the adsptabality
of the ground to v.gurous growth, and two vines
trained to each pole, and if unly two poles are used,
three ‘vines are invaniably tranzd to cach., Othors

lant 63 ft. by 6} 1t , which gives 1050 hills per acre

far as tho crop in this district can be judged at’
present, the yicd1 will be from 9 to *0 c*~t. per acre

On the wirc aystem and plantiug purposely for it,
as Mr. Sheldrake did last year, he recommends plant
inf 8 fect Ly 4 feet, which mives the same namber of
hills per acre, bat has th » advantage  the saving of
one-fourth in the cxpunse of horizontal wires and

osts, while this method of plantiag admits of cartage

ctween tho rows, for maaare aal tdlage, as well as
tho accommodation of the pickers, and cartage to the
kilps. This plantatiun of a year old will be wired.
next winter.

_The, plan of wiring is this At cach erd of the
rows ato stuut upright scaffuld poles about 9 inches
in diameter and about 12{t, high, witha slantlngsurn

1t to keep each end pole upright and thoronghly
finn, the slanting support resting on stone slabs lot
into the gruund.  In tho rows, at intervals of 40 fect,
aro aprights with a cross picee at the tup, asin a
telograph post, a single horizontal wire runs along the
bottom, abuut 1 foot frum the ground, and two hori-
zontal wires run along the tup, at cach extemity of
tho cross picce, al & Jistance of about 36 inches
apart. Tho wires, both at top and bottom, are
strained tight, so that tho wholo strusture is firm
and durable. From cach hill or plant, four vertical
wires aro fixed at the bottom, to cach of which two
vines aro trained; and, of course, these vertical
wires aro fastened to the tup loneutal wires at
distances of 24 feet to 3 feet each way. Lo

One pieco of wired hops consisting of rows cach of
100 hills, cach hill 6 fect apart in the rows, is, just
now a sight which, like William Paul's roses, should
* by scen onco and dreamt of for cyver.' Dunug.our
!m{x:chon, the alterovon's sua was fuil upon them,
and the warc system of trasnng presensed dn unbroken

Iateral branckos, and throws them down to the
chkcm. The cost 3n picking 13 on the wire systema
tilo 1 excess of the polo method of cultare,
inasmuch as threo men are requued for witos to two
men on poles, tn gathening and propanng hops for
tho pickers, but as this extea cost 1s only for a peniod
of thres weeks or o, tho moatter 18 of small moment
compared with the advantages of the wire system.

First, as to tho cost of tho two methods. Under
tho polo syatem of cuituro, poics 14 fect high arc|
delivered 1n the grounds at from 22s. to 25s. per 100,
and t.akmg the average of three poles per plant, the
st would ran about £30 per acro. TBen there 13 to
bo added the cost of labor 1n fixing, attention to,
breakage of poles durng tho scason, removal after, |
and pointing and pritching, as necessary, to say novhing
of rencwal of poles annually, and, greatest loss of
ali, the greas check which the plant pomtively sus.
taws in tho prematurc pruming to w:l{:m threo feut,
of the ground, under tao system of pole growing.’
Now thus statement may appear problematical, and
will be accepted as such by those who dehiberately-
set their faces agamnst the wiro system of culture.
But, facts speak for themscives, and the proof 1s now
to be tound :n Mr. Sheldrake's plantations.

Here, smide by side, plantod at the same time and;
unde:gomng precisely tho same aystem of tillage, aref
those on poles and thoso on wires, and the difference
in tho estimated yield 1s—and, we thmk, a truthiai
one—of 15 cwt. to 18 cwt. per acre on the wires, as,
cpmfared‘wnh 8 cwi to 10 cwe. per acro on poles.
Upder this system there 1s umformuty of growth, a
veak vino being the exception ; for 1nstead of cutting
duwn 1n the growing scason—for at the timo ot pick-
sng tho hop plant has not fimshed growing—only the
laterals are A)ullcd away, and tho sap action 13 vot
arrcsted and anmibilated, as 1 the pole system of
culturc. An old hop grower the other day, on ook- |
ing through Mr. b‘hcl%mkon wres, observed, *iiat
1 sco 1t makes every hop a hop; and it does, for the
system compels a freo circulation of air and exposure
to the light, and immunity from friction , giving size
to tho hops, as well as quaiity and color.  1he poic
system will not assure this, for the vinc is often
blown cloo together, and the poics sometiumes broken,
Altogether the advantages of the wirc system appear
to bo of s0 decided a character that wo venture to
affirm that only prejudice and -tho fear of tirst cost
stands 1 tho way of its adoption.

At present tu. wite system 18 & patent, registered
by Mr. Farmer, <. Kerby, necar Worcester, ana Mr.
Sheldrako inform= as that tho cost of wining an acre,
plantcd 8 feot by » icet, wath upngi.ts, &c., complete,
18 about £75 por acro ; but the first cost 13 the oniy
onec, as the wires last for » number of ycars, ana
thero 13 a great saving of labor.”

Botsting Manures

. When we spoak of.rotating crops, almost evury vne
is familiar with iy, cither practically or theorctically ,
byt when tho subject of rotating manures comes up,
:lt is- natural to ask what benefit may result from

ong 80, o, . N -
«.That mych mught bo gained by studying this matter
of manurning to st the s0:l and cropa 1 (%ny belicve,
but yet am not entircly gaven up to special manuring

surfaco alung the Lne, and we lovked upon long wail-
liko maszes of fuliage, denscly studded with gulden-

on account of the expense, when but a small arca s
cultivated. And this rotation of manures comes moro

Tgons
fermentation, produces good crops of almost allkinds;
yet a change of even this valuable fertilizex for souse
guod commercial fertilizer, say for one or two cgeorl;
will be productive of good results, aftar which thd
use of stablc manure can bo resumed. Now.theré
aro scveral rcasons for this, ono of-which.is, that
stable manure supplics a variable, though large,
yuantaty of vcgctag o matter, and constant manunng
with it so fills up thc soil with vegotablo,mattor as fo
supply more than the crops actually require, and the
cunsequence i8 the {aoll amount O;Fwd is not yearly
obtained from the manure supplied each scason. Qf
course this docs not refer to land which is poor aad
neceds food, as do many of our worn-out farms, for o
such land maoure may bo'yearly used, and large
quantitics too, with the full assurance that you are
getting all the gond from 1t that thereisin it—that all
its virtnes are c&mckly and eagerly sucked up by thoe
Liungry soil and converted into vegetation.

Nuw, all wiil adaut the efficacy of Peruvian guano,
whin obtained 10 its punty, comparatively speaking,
setal yon havo been using this manure on any ¢ro
for a couple of years, on the samo pieco of groun
substitutc sumo other good fertalizer for at least one
year, and you will gain by tho change. =

A arcumstance ocearred with mo which may not
cume anmuss to mentivn. Some timo since
garden vegetables largely for market, and thero was
a certam_piece of ground on which I grew my catly
tamps, vhoy fullowing some other very large crop
of cuurse rotating the very carly crop, and using
guano to force them. It worked very well all along
but the thied year I did not have quite cnough of 3t
to finish tho picee, and so finished up with Bower's
cumplcte manure. The piece manured with .the
Iatter proved to be the Lost that year. I markod the
result and just reversed the operation the following
year, and thero was very httlo difference, for the
rest qven the guano made its cffect more apparen
the following year, while tho apphcation of the com-
plete manure brunght the other part of the picce w
I soon after gave op raising vegetables in.
quantities for the large markets, raising only cnongh
to supply luc.] marhels, 8o did not have an oppor-
tunity to test the matter much further with vege
tables, .

A plot of ground which had been well cnltivated
and regularly manured with stable manure, was
ploughed up and put down to wheat. Part of the
piece was again manared with good atable manure,
while anvtucr part was treated to a good application
of a standard fortalizer to. nearly the smount .in
menoy of the value of the stable masure. I waiched
the result carefully, aad at hatvest time the sdvan
tage wason the side of the stable manure. "

do not sy that such would havo been the resnlt
in overy case, for many important points must be
taken mto consideration, and, as it woull tako con
siderable space to go into details ot present, I will
awat the expression of opinions from other cultunists.
~Cor. Ohio Farmer.
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Oprsaa WHRAT 15 Wisconsty. —A eonugyndm“"'t
of the Wetein Rural says that in Wauopacs,

and Washara countics, Wix, it is with «very fow
exeeptions o failure, and almost sbandoned.
fauits aro . it 1s tho latest wheat, and suffers moro
{rom Chinch bugs than otlicrs.



