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stand, and enter the new hive, where they ﬁnd
their queen; but an empty hive. [twill now
béseen that the old bive orstock will lose a
latge proportion of becs, and the old queen,
thé samens in the cascof n first swarm going
off; but it will contain all the combs, honey,
and yoinyg bees, save what are coutained in
the one card Yemoved. If gqueen cells were
not alreidy started, they will at once start
them; aiid & queen will be developed in
teh of twelve dayy, only a day or two longer
thait whin & swarm fasues naturally,  The
swarin it the newhivewill be in just thesame
condihon a4 4 firsc swarm wonld be, except
_ that they liave onie card of comb instead of an
 entively empty tive ; and the neat day even
__ thig card of comb may he removed, fivst shul.
- ingoﬂ' all the bees and gueen, and replaced
Tin-the . old live again, leaving  the
warin _to - bt\i!d all new combe, us in
ral swnrming. It will Le scen at a
pothing can be neaver natuge
Tl 1an Igiw « Pt says one, it
B difficilt fof'_me to find the queen, and 1
- “should like soine metliod that I could prac-
tise nfeiy without scarching for the queen.”
- Here it is then. ~ \When you wish to make a

*~ awarm; Tetove the stock you wish to divide

“afew l‘eet, aad fake an empty hive and set it
-on aw stand where the stock stood. Now
- -remove each _card carefully, suaking off or
—winglng off - the biees back into the hive, and

- place ther jn the empty bive. By the time
-~ yoit have placed thiem ail in there will prob-
- ably bees enough return to nourish the
- brood. It not, let"it remsin a short time,
A while For put frames into the old hive from
vbich you have just removed the comby, and
. AS800R AR , sufficient number of Lues have
returned to nourish the brood, removo the
) hive to a new stand, and  place the old hive
_back on its stand again. In this case. care
must be taken,;hat the hive contaiuing the
combs and brood has bees in sufficient num-

. ber.to - nourish the brood. I cousider it the
better way to find the queen, us in the first

me:hod glven.
J. L THOMAS.

.. Brooklin; Ont.
. =
Witchell's Combined Hive and Bee-
) © . house.
{ To the Editor, )

"ut,--l bave been waiting for some per
son more able than I to answer the enqui-
ries of “A Young Aplarian,” concerning
Mitchell’s Hive; but secing no answer, and
considering it worthy of one, I will give my
own opiaion of some of its advantages,

,The hive 14 enclosed in a house § it 1equires
00 5t0ol or bench; and there being a bollow
wall -all- round the bees,and door to shut
them up in winter, it requires no protection
from heat in summer or cold in winter,

- The bottom béiag an inclined plane of
hllpltet. it is kept perfectly clean, leaving
»o - desd - hu.uub dust, or filth for the
miller to depesit ber eggain. It is so pro-
mwmm and outaide door that it

mybo opened in wlnwmncientlyh buolr
cleaning, thus keeplog the bees dry and
healthy.

The comb framoes ave so constructed that
only ssmall corner of the comb and honey
comes near the entrance, enabling & weak
swarm to protect themeelves from robbing
Yees and millers,

It has movable ends, that is, the end I i
tnside of the hive Xi6s oud, giving tonm of
theoe and a half inches to examine every
comb withont litting them ont of the hive.
They also give roomt to 1ift them when the
comb 18 built wavy or crovked,

The bottom ishung 2o s to close entirels
or apen te any size, thus giving the beesen-
trance room or ventilation, ag cirenm-tances
teguire.

I find that [ ean manaze bees mare easily
in this hive than fu any hive that { have
tried, Thomas's not escepted. Dy lowering
the bottorr board to {13 utinost extent, nml
taking of the cap, lght i3 thrown through
the Live, 80 that you catn zes the combs ug
well as thongh they were lified out. Al
though last winter was hard on hees, and a
great many died, I have not heard of one
stock belng lost in this hive,  If requived: |
will write again, and give its superiority v
respect to its honey boxes, outside door.
robbers’ stop, alighting bowd, ventilation.
artificiul swarmiag, &e.
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Bee-hives.
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To tle Edilor.

S, —Obgerving in the Grose for June
18th, & reply by 1L 15, I, of Wuodstock, to
the enquires of ¢ a young aplarfan ” concern.
ing Mitchell’s Ilive, in which Le gives his
opinion of the advantages of that hive over
other movable comb hives, I cannot help
thinking that the whole affair was an adver-
tizing manceuvre, to get Mitchell’shive hefore
the public, Be that as it may, I wish to call
the attention of bee-keepers to some of the
advantages claimed for Mitchell’s hive by 1L
.

Being somewhat of a beefuncler, I take
great interest in any real iiprovement in the
management of bees, and wish therelore to
consider well all the aiivantages claimed for
one hive over another. At the Proviuncial
Fair last year, I had an opportunity of exim-
ining Mitchell’s hive,and comparing itsmeri:s
with the Thomas hive, which bas gained such
» widespread reputation, and I must say
that I fail to sceany of theadmugn claimed
by HLH.P.

He says : * The hive is enclooed in a houee:
it requires no stool or bench, and there being
» hollow wall all round the bees, and door to
ghut them up in wiater, it requires no protec-
tion from heat In summer or cold In winter.”?
It appears that be means by & “ house ”’ an
outside cane of boards around the maln hive;
but what advantage ls this over the Thomas

bive? None at all; for that hive not oaly is
encased, having & hollow wull arvund the
base, but the air is confined, muking it even
wariner than the Mitckell hive. Fven Laang-
stroth’s compound is enclosel in fir more
of & house than Nitchell's. But does
this hotlow wall maky eliher of the hives pe-
quire ho other protection from cold i winter?
Such an {lea tsstmply abard, Will two lay-
ers of hoarda, with the spaee of vue ur two
inchesbutween t‘wm.lwcp uits the frast dating
our lomg cold winters! I3 atmitd byall
leadinguplariaag it beeg shotld e wintered
where they wil nob treeze, amb v ven Phomas
admits that bees fa '3 duubie-boanicd live
shothd be wintere Hind ooy, Whdadvaabge,
then, s e Mitehell hivey 14 this seapect ?
Noae at all, Bat it requrez no scol or
benel” Wiy ? bee e the stoul or bench i3
a part of ths hive, and mnst becarricd wheres
ever the hive s casrleds Thig, fnatead of
belng an advantige, i3 4 very objociionable
feature, X doghle-wallel hive i3 heavy, to
suy the teast of1rg but to huve it a tached
to & case of bowids beneath ity trout ten to
fanrtecn frtehes high, tike the Mischull bive,
is very objectionuble Indeed., Not onlyls
stich a luve inconvenient to handle,but there
is mnterial enough beneath the main biveto
neasty or quite muke two good hee-stands.

Agsiy, says L IL P2 “The bottoss belng
an inclined plane of half-pitch, it is kept
oerfectly clean, leavingao dead hees, comb
dust, or fith for the mitler to dep@sit her eggs
in. Itissoprotected by the house and outside
door that it wuy he opened Ia winter sufils
cieatly to be self-¢leaning, tius keeping the
bees dry and bealthy,” What advantage is
thiz, pray, over the Thomas hive, us the bot.
tom board of that bive Is also oa an inclined
plane? Aad who does not know that bees
will clean the bottom hoxed of their bive,

even if on a level?

Agaln, be says: < The comb frames ure so
constructed that only a sinall copiier of the
combt: and honey comes near the entrance,
enabling & weak swaria to protect themselves
from trobbing Lees amd mitlers”? Well,
must confess this isa newidea, {havelong
understood that asmallorcontracted entrance
enabled o weak stock to defend iiself from
robbers; butibat & weak stock i3 bettur able
to defend itself Lecause a small corner only
of comb and honey comes near the eatrance,
issimply laughable. H.H, P. faiis tomention
the fact that the peculiar construction of
Mitchell's frames reuders them more dificult
to manufacture than the Thomas frame, and
does not give sufficient breeding space for the
queen, which is & very serlous objection.

Again il If. 1, yemarks : + It bas movable
ends, that is, the eud in the inside of the hive
litts out, giviag room of three and a half
inches t0 examine every comb without liftiag
them out of the hive. They alsg give room
to litt them when tbe comb is built wavy or
crooked.” Now, what advantage is there in
movableends?t Is not o frame s ensilyre-
movedasn inovableend? Ismready to ipke
elther the Thomas or Luntmh hiveand re-



