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‘We have hoped, my brethren, that|You have been told of what wgg
as a result of the various Lectures and|done for you in infancy, and you haye
Sermons which have been given especi- | strong remembrance, some of you at
ally to yourselves, some of you have|least, of what was done with you in
been made religlously and evangelically|chi1dhood and youth. The family
thoughtful, so much so as to ask, what ' Bible, the family psalmody, the fawily
you sliall do next. You are not what| prayer, are in your minds now. May
you were unce; but you are not what | be, other things are in your minds toc.
you feel that you ought to be. Desires| A mother's prayer with you alone i
have been induced which as yet ]mvelnot forgotten ; nor a father’s solicitude,
not been satistied. There is a deficien- | as, with old Abraham’s earnestness, he
cy—an incongruity-— a want of agree-|said unto God on your behalf—«(Q
ment—botween your inward emotions that Ishmael might live beforo Thee!”
and your outward positin still to be  Valuable, however—invaluable, iu-
supplied. That deficiency will be sup- . deed—as have been all such advantages,
plied by your joining jourself to a they leave the surrender of yowrselves

hurch of Christ.  And it is to the act "to God unperformed. You only can
of joining yourself to a Chwech of perform that. It must be yowr own
Christ that 1 desire to direct your atten- act and deed. Who could repent of
tion now. your own sin but your own self? Whey

T speak, you observe, indefinitely. ! could make your own submission to the
My reference is not to a Presbyterian righieousness of God for you? Who
Church, nor tv a Baplist Chureh, nor could comply with the Divine vequire
to au Episconalian Church, but to a ment in your name? TPutting every-
Church of any kind which faithfully and body clse aside, and addressing Himself
practically holds the Ifead. Disliking to you alone, God saith “ My Son;”
all sectarianism from my heart, I am and when you, in your proper individ-
not going to enact the sectarian now. 'uality, are hearkening to Him, He pro
My allusion will be to no body of'ceeds—Give Me thine heart.” No
Cliistians in particular ; but to any matter at all what others have done for
body with which, from educational, or! you, you only can give Him that. And
ecclesiastical, ur cunventional predilee- 1t is just that which you ave to give
tion, you may have conscientious sym-'Him. The Divine eclaim is addressed
pathy and regard.  Assured that you to your convietions, to your emations,
will do me the justice to belicve this, I to your volitions, to your dispositinus
do, with great carnestness, entreat your K You are to obey from the heart. You
attontion to the duty of joining your- are to believe with the heart.  You are
selves to sume Church of Christ. “to do the will of God from the heart.

You will attend as 1 speak, first, or, How can that man be said {o have
THE PRE-KEQ.ISITES FOR THAT DUTY — ‘given his own self to the Lord, who is
TWHAT DuLs CONNEXION WITH A CHURCH | at heart indilterent to the Lord’s auther-
REQUIRE? ity—who is at heart insensiblo to the

You are tu give yoursclves fivst to' Lord’s love? There may be exterud
the Lord.  I'reliminary to all other,serviee in profusion. There may he the
transactions, there is to be the great observance, to the last punctilio, of
transaction of a surrender unto God. outward religious duiy. But i is o
A swriender, observe, which must be no avail, seeing that God seeketh such
personally made.  That many of you to worship Him as worship Him i
have been commended in various ways spirit and in teuth.  Herod did many
to the Divine providence and to theithings, and heard John gladly; but
Divine grace, may be presumed at once. | Herod was an enemy of God all the




