‘April 15, 1904,

LESSON IV.—APRIL 24.
The Mission of the Seventy.

Luke x., 1-16.

Golden Text.

Pray ye therefore the Tord of the har-
vest, that he would send forth laborers in~
to his harvest. ‘Luke x., 2.

Home Readings.

Monday, April 18.—Luke x., 1-16.
Tuesday, April 19.—Luke x., 17-24.
Wednesday, April 20.—Matt. x., 5-15.
Thursday, April 21.—Matt. x., 18-27.
Friday, April 22.—FEzek. ., 1-11.
Saturday, April 28.—Matt. xxv., 34-46.
‘Sunday, April 24.—John xvii., 6-10.

.. .. After these things the Lord ap-
pointed other seventy also, and sent them:
two and two before his face into evm
city and place, whither he himself woul
St -m:m:ua.mr

2 B e t
Th‘za. i:ram truly is great, but the labor-
ers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of
harvest, that he would send forth laborers
jnto his harvest.

3. Go your ways: behold, I send you
forth as lambs among wolves,

4. Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor
shoes: and salute no man by the way.

5. And into whatsoever house ye . . o
enter, first say, Peace be to this house.

6. And if the son of peace be there,
your peace shall rest upon it: . . . if not,
it shall turn to you again. ;

7. And in the same house remain, eat-
ing and drinking such things as they give:
for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Go
not from house to house.

8. And into whatsoever city ye enter,
and they receive you, eat such things as
are set before you:

9. And heal the sick that are therein,
and say unto them, The kingdom of God
is come nigh unto you. :

10. But into whatsoever city ye .
enter, and they receive you mot, go your
ways out into the streets of the same, and
Bay,

11, Even the very dust of your city,
which cleaveth on wus, we do wipe off
against you: notwithstanding be ye sure
of this, that the kingdom of God is come
nigh unto you.

12. But I say unto you, that it shall be
more tolerable in that day for Sodom than
for that city. :

18. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto
thee, Betheaida! for if the mighty works
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which
have been dome in you, they had a great
while ago repented . . . , gitting in sack-
cloth and ashes.

14. But it shall be more tolerable for
Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for

o1l
y'1.'5. And thou, Capernaum, which art ex-
alted to. heaven, . . . shall be thrust down
1o hell. ;

16. He that heareth you heareth me;
and he that despiseth you despiseth me;
and he that despiseth me despiselb him
that sent me.

P

(By B. M. Kurtz.)
INTRODUCTION.
We are entering mpon the study of the

closing months of the life of our Lord up-
on earth. The great Galilean ministry is

\

over, and, after attending the Feast of
Tabernacles at Jerusalem, the Master di-
rects his steps toward Perea. 'I‘]\ﬂs was
the region east of the Jordan, and in that
day it had a considerable population, most
of which was composed of Jews. A refer-
ence to the map will be of great aid in this
lesson.

To-day we learn of the way Christ pre-
pared the people of Perea for his own work
among them. The Perean ministry lasted
several months, estimated at from four to
six.

Though not a special missionary Sun-
day, the instructions given by the Lord to
the seventy as they set out upon this mis-
sion, makes a good missionary lesson. Call
the attention of your class to the fact that
discipleship does not mean simply to be-
lieve and to live correct ‘moral lives. The
word ‘Gospel’ means ‘good news,” and the
man who is rejoicing in having heard and
believed this good news, ought to, and
will, if he is a true disciple, tell or send
it to those who have not heard it.

In business great importance attaches
to the testimony which the older custom-
ers of a firm bear to the worth of its pro-
duct.  Large companies send out much
printed matter containing testimonials as
to the worth of their goods. Now, if this
is important in attaining success in some
enterprise of this life, how much more
important it is for the members of the
church of Christ to bear their testimony to
people who have not yet heard the Gospel.

Not only was the commission given, for
a limited territory, but at the close of his
life on earth Christ commanded his Cos-.
pel to be preached to all the world.

THE LESSON STUDY.

Verse 1. ‘After these things the Lord
appointed other seventy also.” After the
close of the Galilean ministry and the
words and works attending it, Christ pre-
pares for his ministry beyond Jordan by
sending seventy of his disciples to’ carry
his message of peace to the inhabitants of
that country. The words, ‘other seventy
also,” mean that this company was the se-

‘cond sent forth upon such an errand. See

the account of the sending out of the
twelve, Luke ix., 1-6, and parallel pas-
sages. The seventy were to go by twos,
for mutual sympathy and counsel.

2-4. ‘The harvest truly is great.” Christ
instructs the seventy both as to their jour-
ney itself and the work to be done. No-
tice two things about the instructions cov-
ered in these three verses. They were to
pray for more laborers to be sent into the
ripe field. They were not to feel that the
entire burden was to rest on themselves,
neor were they to wait until abundant help
was on the ground. It was the true®mis-
sionary principle, te do everything one can,
and to look to God for further means.

Then the seventy were to be unencum-
bered with the provisions for travel, as
men would make preparation. The ad-
vance troop of the missionary army was
not to be encumbered with baggage, but
was, so to speak, to live on the country
through which it passed. No time-wast-
ing salutations were to-be indulged in—
the King’s business required haste.

5-11. ‘The kingdom of God is come
nigh unto you.” The work of the disci-
ples and their manner of living while on
this mission is outlined in verses 5-11.
Their entrance into a house was to be ac-
companied by a blessing upon it, if such
were welcome., They were to remain in one
houge when in a community, and not to
allow their duties to be interfered with by
being entertained at different places, thus
adding a merely social feature to their life
in any rlace and preventing the concentra-

tion of all their energies upon the task be-

fore them. :
The laborer was worthy of his hire, that
is, the disciples need not regard themselves

. a8 objects of charity because they were

thus provided for.. Their message and
their works of mercy abundantly compen-
sated the host who provided for them.
Upon entering a city the message of the
kingdom was to be proclaimed or announc-
ed as a preparation to its movre complete
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getting forth by Christ himsel?, as he later
followed this introductory work. i

If any city did not receive them the dis- \{
ciples were to publicly denounce such a %
rejection, but not without reminding the !

inhabitants that the kingdom of God was
near to them. The Gospel was preached

for a witness to them, and the responsibil- :

ity for its rejection lay with them.
12-18. ‘He that heareth you heareth

s as

me: and he that despiseth you despiseth /

me: and he that despiseth me despiseth him
that sent me.” This is one of the most sol-
emn passages in the Scriptures. The
wickedness of Sodom was such as to call
down destruction upon it, but more awful
still is the condition of the soul that des-
pises the Son of God. Notice the woe pro-
nounced upon those cities that had refused
the evidences of Christ’s divinity. The
real lesson lies in these last verses. Hava
you been ignoring his message to you?

The next lesson is ‘Prayer and Promise,’
Luke xi., 1-13.

C. E. Topic.

Sunday, April 24.—Topic—What Christ
can do for ‘Darkest Africa. Isa. xlv., 11«
19,

Junior C, E. Topic,

THOU GOD SEEST ME. :

' smc‘l

Monday, April 18.—‘The eyes of the
Lord.” II, Chron. xvi., 9.

Tuesday, April 19.—‘His eyes behold.’
Ps. xi., 4.

Wednesday, April 20.—‘He looketh.’ Job
xxvili., 24,

Thursday, April 21.—‘Doth not he see
my waysP” Job xxxi,, 4. /

Friday, April 22.—I have surely seen.’
Ex. iii., 7. : ‘

Saturday, April 23.—Not as man seeth.’
L Sam. xvi,, 7.

Sunday, April 24.—Topic—Thou . God
seest me.” Gen. xvi.,, 7-18; Heb. iv., 18.

With the Teacher.

Do you daily pray for your scholarsp

Love begets love. Love your scholars
and they will love you.

To save one goul from death is worth the
labor of a lifetime.

Are you discouraged? Tarry in your
closet and you may hear an angel  say,
‘Fear not, but speak.’

Next to the parent and the pastor, the
teacher has the best opportunity to influ-
ence the young.—‘Living Epistle.’

e

Induce the scholars to study the next
Sunday-school lesson at home. This will
insure a better recitation and a more in-
teresting class study.

The Teacher’s Meeting.

A prominent Sunday-school worker has
this to say:

‘My own opinion, after ten years’ trial,
is that teachers’ meetings for the study of
the lesson aré—

‘1. “A necessity” to the growth of the
school and the interest of the scholars.

‘2. “Practicable,” no matter what the lo-
cation of the school and the ability of the
teachers are. 3

‘8. “Helpful” in drawing teachers and
superintendents together in their work.'—
‘Living Epistle.’ 3

: ——— ;
Expiring Subscriptions.

Would each subseriber kindly look at
the addrecs tag on this paper? If the dats’
thexrson is April, 1004, it is time that
the renewals were sent in go as to avoid
losing a single copy. As renewals always
date from the expiry of the old subscrip-
tions, subscribers lose nothing by remit-
ting a little in advance,



