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LESSON,—SUNDAY, MAY 2, 1909.

Paul’s First Missionary Jour-
ney.—Cyprus.

 Acts xiii, 1-12. Memory verses 2, 3.
Golden Text.

Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. Mark xvi., 15,

Home Readings.

Monday, April 26.—Acts xiii,, 1-12.
| Tuesday, April 97 —Isa. vi., 1-8.
i Wednesday, April 28.—Isa. xl, l-ll.
| Thursday, April 20—Rom. x., 6-17.
Triday, April 30.—Luke x., '1.-_11.
Saturday, May 1.—Deut. xviii,, 9-14.
Sunday, May 2—1I, Cor. i, 1224,

[ FOR THE JUNIOR CLASSES.

Tast Sunday we were speaking about how
the little dandelion seeds got blown away by
the winds, and we said that was like the
‘way in which the Christians were driven out
of Jerusalem by persecution. And we saw
that the Christians were not angry about this
terrible wind but just set to work to live for
Jesus wherever they went. But is there any
other kind of way by which seeds get scatter-
ed than just by a wind coming along and
blowing them? Of course there is. Amy one
who has been on a farm has seen the farmer
sowing the seed either by hand or by the ma-
chine that has been made for just that pur-

pose. Now can Christians be scattered intc.

the world like that, or do they have to wait
“for a wind of persecution-to come and blow
them every time? Certainly we should not
wait for anything like a great wind, nor do
we. Does anyone know what ‘a missionary’
means? It means ‘one who has been sent out
for some purpose, and Christian churches all
over the world now have their missionaries
.sent out to preach the good news about Jesus
“in all the heathen countries. You remember
how we said that Jesus said His followers
are like good seed that He scatters in the
world to grow for Him, and He has given His
followers (all those who say they believe and
trust in Him) a great command, that we
Jhave in our golden text for to-day. TLet us
all say it over together— Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.’ ‘Go ye’, that means all of us; ‘into
all the world’, that doesn’t leave a single
country out; ‘to every creature’, that means
that God wants every man and Woman, every
little boy and girl, in the world to hear about
Him. Now to-day we are to sec how and
when the great missionary, Paul, set out on
his first missionary journey. »

|

FOR THE SENIORS.
$ ]
{ Look at the history of the first century of
Christian endeavor: can it be doubted that

" had ‘the church continued in the spirit then

_expressed there would not now have been be-
fore her the terrible problem of the heathen

~world of to-day? However, there is no need
for dismay or trepidation. The same mighty

¢ weapons are still in God’s armory for the use
of the church to-day, and when Christians
are ready for the work God is ready with the
:rgward. It is notable that the modern objec-

_ tion, ‘We have heathen at home; let us see
to them first,’ did not trouble the church

- that was earnestly waiting upon God in

|

. prayer. No church, however, could have bet-

- ter advanced such a scemingly logi j
¢ lvanced sug : y logical objec-
tion, than this church in Antioch. For Jthe
city was a centre of some of the vilest nf

heathen practices, a large city of which the

church could have, by now, obtained but the
- slightest hold, humanly speaking. Nor was
that other ery raised, that ery which is a
mockery to mere humanity, ‘The _heathen are

£
~

© hope

well enough off, and if they never hear they
will never have the sin of rejecting.” No,
this early church was near enough to the
Master to remember His command, earnest
enough to seek His will in prayer, and gener-
ous enough to give of their best, for they
sent Barnabas and Saul when the call for
workers came. To-day’s is the first of three
lesson studies on this first missionary journey
of St. Paul, and it would be well to have a
simple map plainly marked by which to fol-
low him on the way. The first point of at-
tack was the old home of Barnabas (Aets iv.,
36), and the home, also, of some of those
who had first founded the church in Antioch
(Acts xi., 20). It is an island of some 150
miles in length by 60 miles in breadth, and
the two missionaries with their attendant 1id
not leave it until they had gone thoroughly
over the grounds (verse 6), news of their
sayings and doings even procuring them an
interview with the pro-consul.
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(SELECTIONS FROM TARBELL’S ‘GUIDE.)

Verse 3. When they had fasted and prayed.
The source of the spiritual yitality and power
of any Christian movement is prayer. Our
and confidence in this enterprise of
world-wide missions are chiefly placed, not in
the extent and strength of the missionary or-
ganization; not in the number and power of
the missionary force; not in the fulness of
the treasury and in well-appointed material
equipment; not in the achievements of the
past, even those of a spiritual character; not
in the experience acquired by centuries of
Christian missions; not in the methods and
agencies which have been devised; not in the
brilliancy and popularity of the leaders of the
missionary movement at home and abroad;
not in statesmanlike and far-sighted policies
and plans; not in enthusiastic forward move-
ments and inspiring watchwords; on none of
tlese considerations do we rely principally,
for it is *not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit, saith the TLord of hosts.” The
source of the power of any spiritual move-
ment i God, and the energies of God are re-
leased in answer to prayer.—John R. Mott, in
‘The Pastor and Modern Missions.’

Delaying the Carrying out of the Command.
Our belief that we are commissioned to give
the gospel to the whole world is not yet a do-
minant motive in our life. We have believed
it enough to give a little money, and send a
few men and women to foreign lands. But
we have not yet comprehended that the
Chureh °s primarily a missionary agency, and
that we have been delaying instead of com-
pleting the charge of our Church’s Lord for
nineteen hundred years. What the Church
is for is not chiefly to be a safe and comfort-
able nursery for believers in Jesus. It is to
be a mighty army for the conquest of the
world. Its richly provided home in lands 2l-
ready Christianized is to be the base of sup-
ply for an active and ceaseless campaign, in
which the banner of the cross is to be carried

.everywhere over the wide world. The wealth

with which the Church is endowed is not its
own, but put into its stewardship, to be used
for the Lord who bestowed it.— The Presby-
terian.’

Paying back a Debt.” Our own ancestors
were at once not much better than the
heathen for whom our missionaries are now
working.  Caesar has described them, and
has told how the women helped the men in
battle. Our genealogical tree has been traced
far back for us by a Brahmin. The high-
caste Brahming, you know, form the highest
class of Hindu society, and regard themselves
as euperior to all other men. Omne of them,
Narayan Sheshadri, in 1843 embraced the
Christian = faith and became a missionary
among his own people. He visited this coun-
try, and at a church in West Philadelphia
was. introduced to the audience as an evidence
that must satisfy every one of the value of
Christian missions.  In the °Sunday-School
Times’ Dr. H. Clay Trumbull recalled the
meeting and said: ‘ Narayan Sheshadri, in his
imposing presence and dress, stepped forward,
and, perhaps touched in his pride as a lordly
Brahmin by the reference to his rescue and
uplifting, said, as he looked down into the
bright faces upturned to his: :

‘My friends, if T had ever had any doubt
as to the value of Christian missions that
doubt would be removed as I stand here and
look into your bright and intelligent faces,
and consider the facts in the case. When my
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ancestors were among the lordliest persons om
earth, considering themselves, and being com-
sidered by others, as one with the gods, wor-
thy of divine honors, your ancestors were
among the most degraded of human beings,
looked down on and despised by those of my
race. ~ Yet by Christian missionaries your
fathers were sought out and won to Christ,
and in consegquence you now sit here, clothed
and in your right mind, as a living proof of
the walue of Christian missions, concerniag
the interests of which we are to consult to-
gether this afternoon.’

That was a truth we do not always con-
sider as we should. I recalled that when the
Prince of Wales, now King Edward VII, visits
ed India with Dean Stanley, it was said that
the India officials sent into the jungle and
lassoed a few specimens of the ancient race
from which the English people are supposed
to have sprung, and brought them in for the
young Prince of Wales to look at. And it i3
owing to Christian missions and Christian mis-
sionaries that we are, under God, now above
the level, or the low depths, of our ancestors.
All the civilization and the refinement, and
the Christianity, that we enjoy, and on which
we, in a sense, pride ourselves, we, as a peo-
ple,—with the exception of the Hebrew race
—owe to this glorious agency. Since I heard
that telling rejoinder by the Christian Brah-
min, I am more ready than before to consider
not only what is my duty to the cause of
Christian missions, but what gratitude I
should have to Christian missions in view of
what they have done for me and mine.’

God does not want you in China if you can
not witness in London: He has no use in In-
dia for one who is dumb in His own house.—
G. Campbell Morgan.

If a man las any religion he must either
give it away or give it up.—Archbishop
Whately.

Junior C. E. Topic.

Sunday, May 2.—Topic—Daily Bible-reading.
Acts xvii, 11. (Consecration meeting.)

C. E. Topic.

Monday, April 26—The service. Isa. xlii,
1-7.

Tuesday, April 27.—The sacrifice of the ser-
vant. Isa. liii.

Wednesday, April 28.—My hope. Isa. ii, 1-
5

Thursday, April 29.—My King and his
reign. Tsa. xi,, 1-9.

Friday, April 30.—My song of salvation.
Isa. xii.. 1-6. :

Saturday, May 1.—My desert place. Isa,
xxxv., 1-10.
Sunday,
me from the book of Isaiah.

(Consecration meeting.)

May 2—Topic—Life lessons for
Isa. vi, 1-9,

Sunday School Offer.

Any school in Canada that does not take
the ‘Messenger’ may have it supplied free on
trial tor three weeks on request of Superin-
tendent, Secretary or Pastor, stating the num.
ber of copies required.

CANADIAN PICTORIAL

The following coupon is meant for use of
our readers who already get the ‘ Messenger?”
through a club of Sunday School and whe
now wish to order the ‘Pictorial’ alone at
the specially reduced rate of seventy-five cents
a year to ~Messenger’ readers.

ep e ew se s vk e e se e T 9

COUPON. _
John Dougall & Son, *Witness’ Block, Monts
veal.  ~ ‘

Enclosed find seventy-five cents ( 75¢) which
with this coupon will pay for a year’s sub-
scription to the ‘Canadian- Pictorial’ (regular
rate, $1.00), according to special offer made
to ‘ Messenger’ readers.
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_ This cut rate good for all Canada outside

Montreal and suburbs, also places mentioned
in list on second to last page.



