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A CANADIAN IN EUROPE.

BY W. H. WITHROW, M.A,
BERNE TO HEIDELBERG.

BERNE, the capital of
Switzerland, is a quaint
old town of 40,000 inhabi-
tants. It is, as its name
signifies, the City of the
Bear. That animal seems
to be the tutelary guardian,
as well as the heraldic
emblem of the canton, It
§ ramps upon its shield. Two
) gigantic gra-ite .bears are
wardens of the city gates.
A whole troop of mechani-
- cal bears. go through a per-
formance évery hour on
the clock tower. On the
neighbouring Bears’ Foiin-
tain appears Bruin, equip-
ped in armour. In the
t Bears’ Den, a large stone
_ ] : = enclosure twenty feet deep,
Courr-YARD, HEIDELBERG CASTLE. quite a menagerie of black
and brown bears are main-
tained at public expense. When I saw them, & great lazy fellow
lay on his back, with his four legs in the air, sleepily catching
in his capacious mouth cherries thrown him by his visitors. He
seemed half asleep, with his eyes nearly ciosed, but he watched
the cherries close enough, with- a strangely human expression,
and caught them .every time. In 1861 an English officer fell
into the den, and was torn in pieces before he could be rescued.

The houses in the old town are built over arcades, under the \
arches of which the sidewalk runs. "In the middle of the wide
Street are fountains and tanks, where the housemaids come for




