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and weaknesses of others to bis own account. Thougli neither
a thorough nor a profound statesnian, lie wus at least a very
clever politiciaià, and it is doubtful whether any nman could have
been found throughout the broad realm of England botter fitted,
alike by nsture and by traiuing, to carry ont Lo-rd Durharn's
policy in Canada than was the :Right Honourable Charles
Poulett Thonipson.

" The crowning work of bis life, and that which renders bis
career specially interesting to Canadians, was bis successful
inauguration of the Union. For this lie is entibled to whatever
credit attaches to the measure itseif. The conception was due
to Lord Durhiam, the execution to Lord Sydenham. Re iived
long enough to see -'.he new constitutional syster fairly set going,
but flot long enougli to encounter the inevitable strain to which,
sooner or later, it was certain to be subjected. In this sense it
may be said that lie was antiortuDate iu his death as ln his life.
Rad ]ife and heaith been spared ta him, and lhad lie remained iu
Canada, some part of the struggle, of which bis sucsessors were
compelled to bear the brunt, would doubtiess have fallen upon
'bis own shoulders."

The Act of Union provided that there should be oue Legis-
lative Council and one Legisiative .Assembly, lu 'which each
province should be equally represented. The initiation of al
bills, involving the expenliture of public money, was vested lu
the Government, which. must bear the responsibîlity of the
nieasure; but it must command the support of a majority of

th ,eisiature. Thus the great object of years of contention was
securedr-the control by the representatives of the people of al
the public revenues.

Iu token of appreciation of bis success lu carrying out the
Imperial poiicy of union o! the Canadas, the Queen was pleased
to raise Mr. îhonipson to the peerage, with tihe titie of Lord
Sydenham of Kent and Toronto. But this distinguishedl bene-
factor of Canada was not perrnitted to 'witness the full result of
lis labours, nor the triumph of that systeru o! responsible
go vernment wvhich he had assisted iu introducing. Whie out
rlding, the fail of bis horse fractured bis ieg. Ris constitution,
neyer robust, and now undermined by lis zeal lu the discliarge
of publie duty, was unable te vwithstaul. thre shock. A.fter
]ingering in great pain d few days, lie sank beneath bis injuries,


