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THE TORONTO HYDRO-ELECTRIC COM- 
MISSION.

The thought strikes us as we pass along some of 
the ill-lighted streets in Toronto, what have the Toronto 
Hvdro-EIectric Power Commission been doing since 
their appointment? This commission of three, one ap
pointed by the city, one by the Hydro-Electric Commis
sion of Ontario, and the Mayor of Toronto, ex-officio a 
member, were expected to do something towards quickly 
installing and getting in operation the new electrical 
system in Toronto to compete with the Toronto Electric 
Light Company. Toronto, however, has repeated here 
the mistake made so many times before. Neither of the 
Commissioners has the qualifications which fit him for 
organizing and pushing this work. Each Commissioner, 
too, has so many other interests that as a result he has 
had no time to devote to this work.

The Commission at present is composed of Mr. P. 
\\ . Ellis, Mr. H. Drayton, and Mayor Geary. A short 
time ago, during the Coronation in England, the whole 
Commission were absent from the city for some time, 
and this, too, when it was most essential that some of 
their numbet should be constantly there to look after 
the work.

Is it any wonder, then, that the work of the City 
Hydro-Electric Department is proceeding so slowly, 
with a Commission at its head composed of a business 
man, who is looking after his own business, and is chair
man of another Commission (the Queen Victoria Niagara 
Falls Park Commission) ; a lawyer, the corporation 
counsel for Toronto, with its attendant duties, and the 
Mayor of the city?

It certainly appears that a very little judgment could 
have secured a more balanced Commission.

Here is an expenditure of two and a half million 
ol dollars of the people’s money, and the work is drag
ging along so that it will be years before the system is 
complete. In the meantime, interest charges 
nmlating and new contracts with the Toronto Electi ;c 
Light Company must be signed, contracts in which the 
city will certainly 1x2 mulcted.

What has the city received so far to show where the 
money has been spent? Work is being done in practi
cally all parts of the city, and even up in North Toronto^ 

1 his work, however, has been too scattered to be effec
tive, and as a result little new private business can be 
taken on. At the same time, the Toronto Electric Light 
Company is continually taking on new business and 
making itself stronger each day.

The city of Toronto must bestir themselves or they 
will find themselves in a very bad predicament. They 
are buying power from a commission who are in turn 
buying from a private company, and they arc installing 
a new system to compete with a plant already in opera
tion with the equipment complete, a company which gen
erates, transmits and sells its own power.

With this danger staring them in the face, it would 
appear that the $8,000 a year paid to this Commission 
in salaries would be much better spent by appointing a 
new Commission who are unencumbered with other 
work, and who will devote their whole time to the work 
of the Commission.

We would suggest that the Commission be 
ganized at once, and that the Mayor and the Corporation 
Counsel be dropped. This Commission should be 
posed of men who will devote time and energy to this 
work. The new street railway system of the city might 
then be placed under the control of the new Commission.
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