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WRITING IN OUR SCHOOLS.-The sub-
ject of writing is at present exciting much
thoughit among teachers. Ail mnethods of
teaching this branchi, except the eniploying
of professional teachers, hiave failed, and
this is not practical only in a few schools,
as the expense is too great. llence a good
writer whlose only instructions were ob-
tained in the schools, cati hardly be found.

'flic only method that wvi1l ever reach
the wants of our schiools, is for the te.,.cher
to be qualified to teach this branchi, and to
give bis l)ersonal attention to its develop-
mient as strictly aslhe does nio% to arithmetic
and grammiar; then will it be a success in
the scbools, and by no other metbod can it
be. The successful teacher of writing,
like tbe successful teacher of other
branches, must be qualified to teacb it, and
the joining of trained thoughit witli personal
interest ivili rnake success certain.

The tinie wvas wlien any one wvas thougbit
capable of teacbing writing. Thiat day is
past, for educated nmen consider penmnan-
ship a science ,at least those w'ho study it
most do, and authors treat it as such.
Tbey hiave greatly improved and siînpli-
fied the forms of the letters, and they have
taken great pan in p)reparing series of
copy-books to meet the wants of the
learnef, until one would suppose that the
use of thiese books would certainly make
writing a succ2ss; yet gcod writers are flot
the result, which shows plainly that notbing
in the shape of bielps can take the place of
the qualified teacher. If those who are
autborîzed to examine teacbers would re-
(luire applicants to pass an examination in
penimanship at the black-board, it would be
but a few years before teachers wvould be
as thoroughly qualified in it as in any other
s tudy, and find equal pleasure in teach-
ing it.

It mnay be- asked, what are the require-
ruents of a qualified teachier of writing?
One of the requirements, and one that
covers nearly the whole gro'und, is t'le
abilîty to "chialk and talk." That is, the
ability to put uipon the black-board a sys-
temn of correct formis, and to explain tbe
same according to the l)flnciples of some
generally used systemi of wvriting. t wvil
require but littie time to gain this know-
ledge and practice ; îiot more than six
weeks at the rnost, and when the whole
time is giveri to it under a competent in-
stnxctor. not over two weeks. No teachier

* who desires to meet the ivants of the
sebiools ivili complain if the school exam-
iners require this of imii.

Miben the teacher is thus prepared, lie
feels stroig before his pupils, and will not
be ashamed wvhen the subjeet of writing is
being discussed, and lie will 1,e able to.
.meet the wants of his pupils with regard to
this branch in a business education. It is.

i hoped that the examiners of teachers ivili
give this subjec. the thoughit that its im-

iportance deniands, and thiat steps will be
taken to test its value to our sehiools. It
seis reasonable that the teacher should
be qualified to teach the studies that hie is
required to teacli.

The State-Normial School of Michigan
lias taken the proper stand on the subject,
in requiring its graduates to be able to put
upon the blackboard the alphabets ac-
cording to the principles of some systemn
of penmanship, and to e-ýpl)aiin the same ;
also to teachi the method of holding the
pen, the position at the desk, and move-
ment. Whien other Normal Sehiools and
Institutes take a like position, the success
of this subject ivili le a fixed fact, and the
day when good business writers wiUl leave
our schools will be near.-Naf(tiontzl 7cacher.

Ir now begyins to be seen and açcknowv-
ledged that the completest dicipline of the
human mind must corne from the compre-
liensive and systematie study of Nature it-
self. This step) is anl immense gain to
rational culture by putting an end to the
oid anomaly that the rùiost valuable know-
ledge for application in life is antagonistic
to that required for mental development.

Tiirý suprerne question of education is
undoubtedly that of mental dicipline. Its
primary object is to get the use of the tools
of learning-tlie arts of reading, wvriting,
and elementary computation. So much is
indispensable for everybody ; but where
educatiori proceeds to its higher wvork, the
next step is the application of the impIe-
ments to the acquisition of know.ledge.
Here difficulties; arise from its boundless
extent. Ail subjects can flot be studied ;
whole ranges of them can neyer be even ap-
J)ropriated by any single mind; and, as
what can be actually acquired is relatively
s0 sniall, it w'as long ago seen that the main
work of the school must be on the mmnd
to develop its capacities for effective ac-
tion ini after life.


