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ASSEMBLIES, SYNODS AND PRESBYTERIES.

Thére is something truly ecclesiastical in these designations of the Councils
of the Seniors and Ministeis of our Church. These are old naines, havino- corne

to us from. remote antiquity, anci there is 'a fine fiavour of wisdom, gravity and
ltegrity about them. Tbey conjure, up ideas of the Fathers in the ancient

gaeb of Gkerks, learned in ail the art of Greek, Roman and llebrew sages, giarits
'y' the schiolastic theology of the Mniddle age,,, masters of the inspired Word of
POod;. baving no fear of man before there eyes, but g«reatly fearing God and
'lealisi ng by a rrost simple faith Bis presence in the 'Worid and in tzhe Churcli.
Sncb are our conceptions of the Synods of Apostolical Rud of Reformation tiînes;
ali the naines by which they are known are haliowed to us as Symbols of the
ereat and slîadowy past. These terms have their own literai and classical
Sgnifications, and were once common naimes for ail sorts of convocations, but
'with us lhey are become quite technical, and the Church dlaims them as her
OWb* They belong almost excluively to the terminology of Presbyterianism.

'ýnresbtiani speaks of bis Churcli meeting, an Episcopalian of bis Bishop,
av ytrianof the famous Assemblies of bis Church. These, in his mind,

T 0 , the Mnost part, been the bulwârk.ý as well as tlhe nkurseries of liberty.
with aresbyterian, the idea of pries' ly tyranny or corruption is neyer associated

Wihthe Couincils of bis Church. 11e knows that they have ever been dreaded
YTyrants, and that they have ever ass;erted the dlaims of private judgment lu

0 P1tin to the statutes of parlianieit sud the decrees of Ki ngs and 'Pi ets
ISCotland, the General Assicmbly.is a representative body, delegated by the

$Oeral Preshy)teries of the Churcli in the pruportion of one minister to every
four orP si of their eongregîtions with a 1cms number of eiders. The Syiiod is
9f olentio en masse, of-the ministers, with their eiders of a certain number

ctiguous I>resbyterics. The Presbytery, again, is a meeting of the min-
'l ith an e qual number of eiders within a giveni district. This descriptiou

9f is a!so to thie Church Courts of the Preshyterian Churches of Ireiand and
IJnited Sitates. The Unitedl Presbyteria'i Church of Scotland, the Cuc

suganad severnI of the smaiier Presbyteriîin comrnunities, have. however,
t 11elle thrsle with an undeleýrated Synod-a génral convoration of al

h' "ni r wih reréenttie ede frm HchSesio-a thirSupreme
Cioui t. This too is the practice of our own Church, and while we are coftpara-
teY few in number, if is the best that, cap be adopte,1.

r efres tt th ,a fw msad John Knox, were evidentiy de-

StChturcl of France. The government of this churcli, even nt an early
pd )was disposed entirely in accordance with the représentative svstem. It

,ka cf posedl f A ssemblie, one subordina e to the other, aIl cons'tituted by
fîý etection and delegation ; the Consistories or Sessions, under the jurisdicr

V c f the Conferences or Presbyteries; the Conlerenc-es under that of the Pro-_
Th*Cl 1 Synods, aud the Provincial Syniods under that of the National Synod.

te Cof ie *ere composed of pastors and eiders eiected by the people;
~ lufren<.es were formed of deputies noininated by the Consistories: the

9 i4al SYnods of deputies nominated by the Con ferences, and the National
>(3dOf lep,),e8entativè's designated by the Provincial Synods. The Cou-

'na8  et everY~week-; the Conferenees every three months; the Provin-
n3rode levery year, and the National Synod every three years. Such

Sthe thoronghîy représentative form of the Church of the Huguenots. A sim-

aftitutoil to this was aimned at in~ Scotland, aud was, in the course cf évents,-
eraluy, struggies, acconiplished with some important modifications.


