
THE OANÂ-DIAN P.RESBYTER*:

WORDS 0F THE WISE.

COMr-ORT IN TRIBULATION.
(From Oliristopher Sutton's IlDisco Xriver,11 A.D. 1626.)

The world and the tempter both. boàist of giving pleasures unto, camnai mon,
but corne te the performance, and these pleasures are very torments ; Christ
promiseth tribulation in the world, but corne to the inward man, and there we
find a world of joy. The root of the tree is bitter, but the fruit is pleasant;
Christ promiseth rest; you shail have rest, but it is rest unto your seuls ; flot
worldly rest. is burden thon it is by love, and wve are rnade strong by grace:
a burden, this is wvont to unburden sinuers. Hie that sets us in this journey
1knowý what is fitteat for passengers, and therefore we may endure with cemfort
these outward advorsities when they corne:. we must net cast away the nut, for
the bitterness of the mmnd. Hlappy Ieprosy was it that made Naamaii worsbip
the God of Jsrael in bis beart. The ]?rophef. David saith, it is good for him
te, have been in trouble: if thou ivert not troubled, perhaps theu wouidst flot
devoutly have called upon Goa", thpou woiildest not bave worshipped God, thon
wouldest net bave known God. 'the sharp storms of the winter tbey make tbe
trees bare, for a time they stand as dead, yet there remains still hife in the root
In like manner, afflictions of the -wôrld make the members of Christ seern de.
sohate, and the stormy winds of persecution scatter abroad the leaves of worldly
prosperity, yet there is life lu the root, there is faith and joy in the heart. It is
otherwise witlh the wicked, and the jey of worldings; they tbink felicity to con-
sist in abundance of riches, in pleasures, in giery, and sucli like; ail this is but
outward and momentary, like a little sunshine in winter, for one fair day it bath
oftentimes ten foui, and such a numiber of troubles as almost the former pleasures
are dashied and vanislh te netbing. Wheu men see sterms in winter tbey do
net much wender at it, and why ? winter is a tinie of storms; se in this life we
8hould net think mucll te have tribulations at a tume of tribulation.

The gedly have indeed often outward advemsities, but such jeys within, as if
ail adversities 'vere netbing, and this principally cemeth te pass by Cbrist Ris
means; fer ivbatsoever IIe touched, H1e did sanctify it, and therefere bunger,
thi1'st, persecutien, they are net new se, grievous, but womk ail for the geed of
the faithful. The waters of Marab, wbich, were se bitter that none could drink
tbem, Moses bwut casting iii the weod that God appointed him, they became
swcet; the crosses of the werld were grieveus until Christ IRis cross was put in
arnengst tliem, new their taste is altered. A strange sigbt wvas it in tumes etf
persecution, to sc a few laulibs te overcomne a multitude of wolves by ne other
iveapons than patience and faith, "land te, mejeice," as Tertullian saith, "in
the midst of terme#its." Wenderful is te bear how St. Paul, endued with
grace from Christ, deth even challenge and proveke tribulation and anguali
and hunger; yen, 111e and death, as if lie weuld speak like a man of courage
te ail the adversities of the world : "lShahl you ail separate me from the love
of Christ V' No, you shail net; tbereby teaching us te be s0 constant, that
nothing should separate us from the love of Christ.


