
UDGING froni 30 years' experience,Jthe best soil for potatoes is a nich,
.1sandy loai, with six ta nine inches

of surface soil, that is well drained
either naturally or by tile. !Drainage
is important. Potatoes do not thrive
on land that is not well drailied. Drained
swamp or muck lands grow good crops.
As many as 400 bushels au acre have
been grown on this kînd of land. Sandy
lands require more nianure than any
other kind. Stiff or heavy dlay sqibs do
not grow good pot atoes. A dlay loam
will grow a good crop if properly
haudled.

PREPARATION OF THE-1 LAND

The land should be plowed and disc-
harrowed in August. It should be har-
rowed after each nain ta keep down the
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harrowed lightly. It is then ready to fertilizer attachinent that can be used
plant. when desired. With it 400 to 800

PLANrING pounds of good fertilizer can be put in
It is best ta plant potatoes, both early the rows. This gives the potatoes a

and late varieties, as early as possible. better start and insures a better crop.
Some growers plant the later varieties CULTIVATION
late. This is a mistake. I have found A week or 10 days after planting, the
that late varieties wiIl do better when potatoes shouîd be gone over with a
planted early. weeder, the same direction as planted,

The best early potatoes are Early ta level the ridge that is left by the
Ohio, Early Burpee, Bovee and IEarly planter and ta kill small weeds. This
Michigan. The best late ones are Am- operation should be repeated every few
enican Wonder, Rural New-Yorker, Eni. days until potatoes are a couple of
pire State, ?Elephants and Clark's No. 1. inches high. They should now be cul-

A change of seed is always desirable; tivated with a cultivator every week
that is, from one kind of soul ta anotlher. until tops are too large ta permit culti-
Seed potatoes should be of mediumn size vatîon. Por the first few times they
and cut ta onie or two .eyes. They should be cultivated deep and close to,
should be planted as soon after cutting plant, but shallower and farther from

plants as they grow. Hoe them before
the tops get too large. At the last
cultivatîin, hill thein slightly, just
enough ta protect the potatoes from the
sun after the vines are dead.

The vines should be kept free from
"bugs" by spraying with the following
mixture: Two pounds of good Paris
green to 50 gallons of water. For blight
they should be- sprayed with Bordeaux
mixture five or. six times during the
growing season. Apply the Paris green
and Bordeaux mixture at one applica-
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M1uskmnelons and watermelons nequire
warm, sandy land and cousiderable
manure. The latter should be spread
broadeast. It is too' concentnated' ini
hilîs, aud has a tendency ta dry them
ont. Ail the roots that need feeding are
flot ouly in the hilîs. They exteud as
far under ground as the vine reaches
above gnouud. I have turned thema up
with the cuiltivator much farther away
than 1 expected.

Melons t6eed good cultivation. While
n the vines are small, the land cainot

4be worked too inuch. Then land should

'tbe kept as free f noýn weeds as possible.
Hlot seasons suit melons best. They

are of betten fiavor when the season is

dfor a long time if we have heavy dew
a at night. Much rain is not rquired,


