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h when we ought to stand crect,
t ar from bcing a Christian virtue

iiii hristian ; for the cardinal duty
of lwng truthful in ail things demands
dat wc should be truthful in regard
to otrselves. But it is certainly help-
fu for us to know and remember that
tihe work we arc engaged in is one of
the highest importance and the high-
,est dignity. If the profession of the
law, which helps us to take care of our
money and seule our quarrels. i a
high one-if the profession of medi-

nc, which serves the interest of our
riiortal bodies, is a high one-what
shail we say of that profession which
develops and calls out the powers of
the mmd. moulds to a great extent
the character, and has not a little to
do with the training of the irmortal
souI ? To belong to such a profes-
sion is calculated not to make one
proud, but to inspire an honest self-
respect, while it is still more fitting
that it should awaken a profound sense
of responsibility and a most earnest
desire to do good.

'l'wo different mv.mves may actuate
the teacher, or, in a measure, men in
everv other calling in life-the desire
to win credit for themselves or the de-
sire to do good to others. Not that
the lower desire necessarily excludes
the higher, not that both desires are
not right in their proper place and
degrce ; but for the highest success
in teaching, or in any other useful vo-
ýation, to do full justice to te work
in which we are engaged, and the per-
SIMS whose interests are involved in
our labour, is the first of all requi-
sites.

Any motive which, in matters where
we have to do with our fellow-beings,
puts self and self-interest foremost, is
radccally false and mean; yet the de-
sire to win credit for one's self is the
most respectable of wrong motives,
and, wl-en joined with the proper
amount of knowlrige, ability, and
tact, will come the uearest of all

wrong ncthods to acconmplishing the
most desirale results in teaching.

" i wish," one of you s:tys, " to be
considered a good teacher, an able
man, a learned man, a skilful man."
What surer way is there of being rn-
sidered a good tcacher than being
a good teacher ? Ambition to excet
in one's profession is always laudable.
But if i value excellence in my pro-
fession simply for the applause or
earthly reward it will bring me, the
same defect comes in here that we see
in other departments of human ac-
tion. Honesty is the best policy, but,
as we are rightly told, he that is
actuated by that maxim is not an
honest man ; he is only a politic man,
and so he is in danger of being dis-
honest whenever, as may frequently
be the case, it may seem to him poli-
tic on the special occasion to swerve
from the path of strict integrity. The
purest morality is always the true ex-
pediency; but he who makes expe-
diency his rule of life is pretty sure to
substitute sometimes the apparent ad-
vantage of the moment for the claims
of genuine virtue, which often demand
self-sacrifice. If a man's ambition is
to be a good teacher, he is in the right
way ; he wii be a gcod teacher if he
has a fair degree of common sense
and of the ordinary qualifications of
his office. If his ambition is to be
thought a good teacher, he will some-
times fail, and this from preferring to
make a display of his knowledge or
skill rather than work patiently in the
unconspicuous task of finding out and
supplying the exact deficiencies of his
pupils, and, if needful, drilling them
in the simplest elements of know-
ledge.

The teacher who is actuated by the
lower motive, however, may often fur-
nish a good model in his methods to
the more conscientious teacher dho,
in his very willingness "ithe I...st
duties on himself to lay," may labor-
iously spend himself in a dry and


