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On the Improvement of Wheat No. 1. on perusing a statement regarding it, by a wnter
MR. EbiToR :e— - in the Prairie Farmer, which certainly reaches
Wheat our principal cereal is cultivated, 1st,;the very climax of absurdity. Tlus wrter asserts,
for seed or reproduction, and 2nd, for the food of{not only what has ofien been done before, « that
man, and this has been the case from time jm-! Wheat will tnrn to chess by freezing and pasture
memonal; for both purposes, the freer it is from!ing” but he goes much further, and actuaily
mpurities and disease thebetter. For lst, when 388 that he has himself, more than once, had
« 181ntended for food, the quantity of the farina his possession, o root from which proceeded Lotk
«flour) contained in the sound kernel, is much " astatk of wheat and onz of cheat, and which he
greater than in diseased grain, of much finer affirms, was seen by other panies, and that
texture, and more wholesome quality, (the bread‘" another respectable citizen of this neighborhood
being more patatable and nutritious) so that man. | 18 found wheat and cheat growing from the
kind 13 doubly benefitted, i e., both in quantity|#4me root” The Editor of that excellent paper,
and quality ; and 2nd, when it is intended l'or‘ very properly remarked, that the writer should
seed, not only ate the same results produced, but h.nve preserved his specimen f'or general inspeo-
we have the cerainty of obtaining a mare pro- | #O™ as'peop_)e are na!urallymcredulons on ths
lific, and 1n every way more remunerative crop. | Subiect,” in this I cordially concur, and do pot
Such are the resultsirom sowing good and healthy hesnaie.to say, that _h"d ‘l}" alleged single toot
seed—and the ssme follow in an equal degree |Deen minutely examined, it wonld have been
trom sowing seed that is pure and unmixed. In found to have been reslly double—though from
the mother country much caretul attention s paid being warped together in a manner that can only
to these pornts, with the most beneficial cons e.Qbe accomplished by the hand of nature, it had, at
quences, These are various diseases which a‘_'ﬁrst sight every appearance of being only ome.
fect the wheat crop, whiclh can be prevenred, or| I have myself in the antipodes °f' Great Bntain
at least, lessened by the exertions of the farmer| (21¢ probably you and othersin this conntry may
himse—as to theae and the remedies for them, N27€) Seen even trees, whose roois, stems and
1 may speak in & future letter, at the proper sea- brz-mches had become o mterluc-o:d,.ﬂmt 2 super-
son. Meantime, I wish to direct your attention fxcxal obzerver might have been justified in aileg-
to & few of the impurities which are frequently to] :°8 that there was only one tree, though ecveral
be found affecting the sample of wheat, much mlbranches were evidently composed of differes
its detriment 10 all respects. Thisis a fitmutter] Wber fibres and leaves, and otherwiee retained
at this very time to be brought before the notice their distiuct characters of separate trece.

of Canadian farmers, as I observe, that the Can-! But the statement as to one root profiveing
ada Company has very liberally and spiritedly 'both chess and wheat, is n auselfl absurd; for
offered a handsome pteminm to be awarded m‘chess is not o disease, (o3 are smut, rust, miidew,
the Agncuitural Meeting at Hamilton in Ccro-'&c,) but wheat and chess are two different
ber, for the best sample of 25 bushels of fall wheat, plants, and the one is entirely disunct i sis char-
30 that I am induced now to cail the attention aflacters, is in fact an altogether separate specres of
farmers 10 some weeds, whose seeds may, Wilhl plant, from the other, The stalk or straw 2love
some little care, easily be eradicated from among/of the one, resembles that of the other; while the
those of wheat, but which, if found in the sample |head of chess (which is now well known to be a
exhibited by any competitor for the above pre-ikind of graes, by Botanists named Bromnre,) 13
mium, ought properly, and in all probability will,'not close and compact, or even at ali hke that ot
disquahify 1t from receiving the award ; for I sup- | wheat, but is open and branching in the manner
pose 1t 13 the sample composed of 25 bushels of of the oat. Agriculturists both in the old and
grain winch sbest not only in quality, butalso in{new world have ofien ere this been gulled wuh
parity, that willatall be considered worthy ~ Of | #tories of wheat degenerating into chees, and these
snca weeds, I would here partieularly notive, and|are still believed by many—but as Professor John-
make a few cbservations on ston very aptly remarks, < Let us assume with
CHIESS, CHEAT, OF DARNEL. all Botaniats, that species cannot be transmuted,

This is a weed about which much nonsenseland the production of wheat irom aBromus (¢t os
has been wntten. 1 was lately highly amused.nraa,) is impossible,” and hence the allegad pro-




