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JUOGRAPHICAL SKE TCHl-i^.

PiULir AvKNT, who owns 65 acres on lot 21, concession 3 "f the I r^sh.p of

Bayham. was born in Devonshire. Kngland. in .S.S, and settled in the C^ty o

KUrin about .850. In .848 he was married to Margaret Scanlan. of re^d, and

one daughter. Mary Ann. has been born to them. Mr. Avent has workdtf hard to

improve his property, which is worth about $2,cx)o at present.
|

Stipui-n Bx( kds. of the Township of Dunwich. was born on the farm v,fhere he

now 'lives, May 5th, .835. He owns 4S0 acres of land, and resides on concession

.0 lot .3 of th.. township. In ,860 he was married to Eluabeth Huruess. of

Fingal Ont.. but has no family. Our subject's father. Stephen Backus, c^e to

Calla from New York State, about ,8.0. and his mother. Ann.^JStory, was a,nat.ve

of Ireland. Their fa.nily consisted of Andrew. Joseph, Thon.as, Mary. Ohvcf Sarah,

Hannah, Stephen, Revert, Henry and Walter, of whom all but three surv.ve. ^^rnn^g

to Canada when it was but a wilderness, they endured all the hardships mc.d«« to

pioneer life; but prosperity followed their efforts, and each of their sons succeed^ to

L acres of fine land. The old homestead, one of the best farms n. the tow>^sh.p.

is now occupied by the subject of this sketch. t

Anprkw Bac-k.s. lot n, concession .0 of th.- Township of Dunwich, ow|_a

homestead called "Lake Yiew," comprising 460 acres. He was born n. t at tow,^h,p

Lnuary .st. ,8.2. Mr. iiackus always was interested in military matters, and has served

: the militia as ensign, lieutenant and captain. His wife was Miss Mary ^ne

Hamilton, who was born in Ireland. November 30th, .8.6. They were marned^ay

2nd .8^9. Of this union twelve children were born, six sons and s.x daughtehi.

Seven of these are now living, vi... Mary. Stephen, William. Andrew, Sarah. Cathen.e

Lnd Amelia. Andrew, the youngest son. has served (V.r several yc^rs m the m.ht^

and recendy resigned with honors. Our sul3Jecfs Huher and mother are elsewhe^

mentioned in these sketches. i

RouKKT Backus, of "Maple Grove." a farm of 250 acres, lot 13. of the
9^^

concession of the Township of Dunwich, was born in the same township. June .5t|

,827 His wife, Jane Pearce, was also born in Dunwich. and they were un.tefl

October 20th .858. Four children, three sons and one daughter, were born of

?h: union their'names are William, Frederick. John and Anna. Mr. Backus .s

the youngest living son of Stephen Backus and Anna.Story, whose names have been^

previously mentioned. His farm is in a fine state, of cultivat.on. and .s valued at

$20,000.

,„„» Bo,„P,,.. of *e Township of Dunwich, Jccca«<l. owncj 600 »"« °f '""'I;

valnid ac $40,000. He was born in *. Coun.y of W.. oM, ^^^'J^
lived .0 .he good old age of 80 years, beins a farmer all h,s l,fe. «=J^'^^^^
r.he County of Elgin in ,8.5, anJ "- "'"'W' i" '»''' " '""' "^fT ,

Live o?c?un.y C.rlow, Ireland. Their family consisted of thirteen ch,l re. of

whl twelve, L. Joshua. Mary, Thomas, Sarah. Harriet, John, Joseph, Rtcha .

louL. Davi . An,eli: and Alfred, are now living. Mrs. Bob.er ,s now ,n her M*^
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