
A NOTE.

The actors in this little drama played their parts,

on the big stage of a new continent, two hundred

years ago. Despots sat upon the thrones of France

and England, and their representatives on the Hud-

son and the St. Lawrence were despots too, with

greater opportunity and to better ends. In Canada,

Frontenac quarrelled with his Intendant and his

Council, set a stern hand upon the Church when

she crossed with his purposes, cajoled, treated with,

and fought the Indians by turn, and cherished a

running quarrel with the English Governor of New

York. They were striving for the friendship of the

Iroquois c - the one hand, and for the trade of the

Great West on the other. The French, under such

men as La Salle, had pushed their trading posts west

ward to the great lakes and beyond the Missouri, and

north to the shores of Hudson's Bay. They traded
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