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THE MYTHS OF THE NEW WORLD.

CHAPTER I.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS ON THE RED RACE.

Nataral religions the unaided attempts of man to find out God, modified
by peculiarities of race and nation.—The peculiarities of the red race :
1. Its languages unfriendly to abstract ideas. Native modes of writing
by means of pictures, symbols, objects, and phonetic signs. There
various methods compared in their influence on the intellectual facul--
ties. 2. Its isolation, unique intthe history of the world. 3. Beyond
all others, a hunting race.—Principal linguistic subdivisions: 1. The
Eskimos. 2. The Athapascas. 3. The Algonkins and Iroquois. 4.
The Apalachian tribes. 5. The Dakotas. 6. The Aztecs. 7. The
Mayas. 8. The Muyscas. 9. The Quichuas. 10. The Caribs and
Tupis. 11. The Araucanians.—General course of migrations.—Age of
man in America.—Unity of type in the red race.

WHEN Paul, at the request of the philosophers of

Athens, explained to them.his views on divine
things, he asserted, among other startling novelties,
that *“ God has made of one blood all nations of the
earth, that they should seek the Lord, if haply they
might feel after him and find him, though he is not
far from every one of us.”

Here was an orator advocating the unity of the
human speéies, affirming that the chief end of man is
to develop an innate idea of God, and that-all reli-
gions, except the one he preached, were examples of
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