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province that repudiated its obligations, at all, bat legislation for opening and created far him (hfr. Kellie), and that 
This was a very serions state of affairs, developing the country would be pre- he was afraid to meet the people who 
It could not fail to have the effect of ferred to any redistribution measure had m the past sent him to the légis
te! «ring the credit of the province. This1 now forced on them by the government, latn 
had been clearlv demonstrated since the The government tried to force it down 
opening of the house, the credit of the the electors’ throats that they must have 
province having decreased even since redistribution, or they would never get 
that time. Last June the credit of this a fair deal. The fact was that there 
province was higher than that of Nova had always been a farr deal in British 
Scotia, but it was now much lower. Columbia. Though some portions were 
And that was one of the reasons, or perhaps under-represented and some 
part of the reason, why this bill had over-represented at the same time those 
been brought in. The government had that were under-represented never had 
run the country into a bad condition, under-expenditure in the district. The 
and the people were now asking for remotest districts were fairly treated, 
something. But before he went on to and had always been, so far as _lay in 
that he would refer to the complaint the power of the government to do so.

; ttidt had been made at the last election. In a new country, of course, redistribu- 
He would refer to the complaints during tion bills were wanted more often than 
last campaign as to what the late gov- old and settled communities, but it 
eminent was doing with respect to the was an awful mistake for any country 
district of Cassiar, but since the present to be always changing its electoral dis- 
bill made no change it is evident that tncts. One effect was to make general 
the provision made by the late govern- elections more frequent, and that had a 
meut for Cassiar was good. That fast tendency to make the representatives of 
carries on its face the refutation of the the districts little more than delegates, 
charge that the late government at- There was some reason in having a re
tempted to gerrymander the district of distribution measure in the life of the 
Cassiar. The attitude of the late gov- Parliament of the province, that is every 
crament with respect to that district four years, and at the end of the present 
was perfectly correct. What the conn- parliament, supposing the present govern- 
try was asking for was legislation of a ment kept Ih. power, they would be able 
character that would again tend to to give a fair and reasonable measure of 
raise the credit of British Columbia, redistribution to the province. The 
open up and develop the country and changes in. the province during the past 
tend to tide over the difficulties being few years been very great, but in the 
forced upon the country by the action next few years the changes would be 
of thé government in bringing into con- even greater. Some places that were 
diet labor and capital. Legislation that Populous a few years ago, were now re- 
wonld enable the province to make pro- diced in population, and others who 
gress was what the people wanted. But where without any population at that 
instead of that the government came tüne were now quite important places, 
down with a redistribution bill. The This was especially the case in mining 
people asked for bread and the govern- districts. In two years’ time there 
ment gave them a stone. That was all would be a census of the province and 
they had to offer in reply to the wants this would enable the government to 
of the people. This is why the bill 9e™ accurate information as to the vot- 
was brought in—it is the hope of retain- in@ strength of the more distant dis
ing office. Now, how was it brought tricts, which were growing very rapidly, 
in? When this bill was introduced the He Pointed out that in a few years 
other day he had got up to speak to it there would be a greater permanency of 
and make inquiry as to the information population in the mining regions, as 

' that was to be furnished with it. But ma“y miners would bring their families 
at that time a map was placed on his an<1 Settle down there, and he held that 
desk, and he thought it was a plan of the districts that have the largest pro- 
the new districts, but, to his astonish- Portion of families to the populatioh 
ment, upon investigation the map he were entitled to more representation 
found was the old map of 1898. with than those which had a large unmarried 
the old boundaries as laid out by the population, which might shift at any 
legislature of that year. And that was time- . The Present, however, was a 
the thing the government had placed nioat inopportune time to introduce a 
before the house to elucidate the com- measure like this. Had the government 
plicated measure which they had taken the proper precautions they would 
brought in. He had taken a pen- have been in the position to come to the 
oil and gone over this map, house fully provided with all necessary 
but it was impossible to make anything information, including maps and plans, 
definite out of it. Having been made As jt was, there was not a member in 
on tho lines of the old map, it was most the house who conld say what propor- 
difflcult to discover where the délimita- tion of voters those districts had which 
tions came in. Why did the govern- the government proposed to gerrymand- 
ment make use of this old map of 1898? er- He could not go into details of the 
The attempt to. use this map to eluci- matter, because there was no informa- 
date the bill they had brought in was an tion upon which to go, and the gentle- 
absurdity on the face of it. It just men opposite did not know anything 
showed the condition of affairs. The about the matter. He mentioned the 
government had no idea of bringing in case of Alberni as an instance of a dis-
a redistribution bill; to prove this it trict with a very small population and
was only necessary to turn to the Lieu- voters, this bill retained a member 
tenant-Govemor’s speech to see clearly , Tfl .a® he supported them, but Cowic- 
that the government at that time had kan district adjoining they now doubled 
no intention of bringing a redistribution UP 60 it has over 1,000 voters, yet 
measure forward. The speech stated t“eZ- 8t£lk® °vff a member. It was cun* 
that a member would be given to Bonn- 0U8 *° fmd that no members were taken 
dary district, a district that required a *rom the districts which were 
member if any district in the province 8UPPosed to support the govern-
did, but that was the length and mentî they were all, strange
breadth and depth of this bill that the ?ay, taken from the districts believed 
government had proposed bringing in; to be in favor of the opposition. But the 
there was nothing else to it. The be in favor of the opposition. But they 
government this session was largely could hardly blame the government; they 
occupied in undoing the legislation that were *n & desperate position, and had to 
had been passed at the last session. He do something. They had put out this 
did not think that anything of import- bill in the hope thtat they would get a 
ance had been passed at the present £ew more members on that side of the 
session of the house. Not a private bill house. But they would find themselves 
had gone through; the government have grievously mistaken. The peopl 
depended for safety on the casting vote pot taken in with any such can 
of the Speaker, and they have not been that. ™
able to bring in any legislation of benefit 
to the country, and they had thpught àt 
the last moment that this bill would 
save them; they would run this through 
the house without attracting too much 
attention, without maps or information 
upon which to base an opinion as to the 
merits or the demerits of the measure.

It had been said that some people on 
this side of the house had described this 
bill as a gerrymander bill. Bills had 
often been described as that, and he 
had had the curiosity to look up the 
word in the dictionary, and he was 
much interested to find that it was orig
inally used in the state of Massachu
setts, where a bill was once brought up 
to the time of Governor Gerry. As that 
bill was the moat nondescript thing that 
ever was seen in those parts, and no
body could make head or tail of it, they 
called Jt first the salamander bill, the 
salamander being a reptile of interest
ing habits and variedT hues. At that 
time there was a govemer named Gerry 
who was wrongly supposed to be inter
ested in the hill, but his name was used, 
and it came to be called, probably 

1 through the resemblance of sound, the 
Gerrymander bill, and the term spread 
throughout the United States to signify 
a measure to make improper use. of the 
powers of legislation. The government 
had not given this present plan any 
title, and he did not know what sort of 

' animal it was like unless it was a centi
pede.

This bill was brought in without in
formation of any kind with respect to 
the probable number of voters in the 

districts. The list of voters at the

s

Ministers “ He has not yet withdrawn,” said 
Mr. Neill. “I must ask you, Mr. 
Speaker, to insist on your order being 
obeyed.”

“ I will never withdraw what I have 
said to that man,” replied Mr. Eberts, 
” It’s the truth.”

“ I insist that the Speaker's order be 
obeyed,” said Mr. Neill. “I withdrew 
my offensive statement, though with 
great reluctance.”

“ I beg to move” said Mr. Prentice, 
“ that in the opinion of this house the 
apology to this house of the honorable 
member for South Victoria is quite 
sufficient.”

Mr. Neill (with increasing heat)—“ I 
insist. Mr. Speaker,” that you should 
enforce your order.”

Then, after a considerable pause,
“Are you 

ority or not
Mr. Speaker—" The house can take it 

out of my hands.”
Mr. Joseph Martin—” I beg to Big

gest this is not the proper course to 
take in this matter. There is uo ques
tion at all as to what his powers are in 
matters of this kind. You, sir, are per
fectly familiar with that role. It seems 
to me that the honorable gentleman is 
perfectly right in insisting on his rights 
in this house. The rule is clear and 
well known, and surely each member 
here is entitled to have the rule ap
plied.”

After several of his colleagues had 
spoken to him, Mr. Eberts rose and 
said: “After thinking the matter over, 
Mr." Speaker, and to deference to your 
request as Speaker of this house, I beg 
leave to withdraw my words.” Then 
he added, with, a significant glance 
toward the sent of the member for Al
berni, “ Now I’ll just step outside,” and 
suiting the action to the words,

The house then proceeded to business.

Elliott ministry—Feb. 1, 1876 to June 25 1878
Waikem ministry—June 26, 1878 to 

June 12, 1882.
Benven ministry—June 13, 1882 to 

Jan. 30, 1883.
Smithe ministry—Jan. 29, 1883 to 

March 29, 1887.
, Davie (A. E. B.) ministry—April 19, 
1887 to Aug. 1889.

Hobson ministry—Aug. 3, 1889 to 
June, 1892.

Davie (T.) ministry—July 2, 1892 to 
March, 1895.

Turner ministry—March 4, 1895 to 
Aug. 8, 1898.

Semite ministry—Aug. 13,
Feb. 23, 1900.
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re men of far more than 
gence, all picked men, and 
i standard of intelligence, 
lived outside of barracks, 

homes, and have just aa 
st in all that concerns tie 
y other citizens. It is a 
this natural and desirable 
hem. These people wanted 
idges, etc., and there was 
; they should be asked if 
! to become permanent resi- 
e than that any civilian if 
tin permanently, he having 

the requirements as to 
i province and the districts! 
reason why a man wearing 
inform should be declared 
No other legislature would 
a proposition. In England 
is given a vote so soon aa 
ie rank of sergeant and had 
own in barracks, or if he 

s barracks,. being thereby 
ik as a householder. It was 
stion of qualification, and 
ciple might very safely pre- 
lie men of the service corn- 
three, five or more years 

ititled to vote. The people 
;t were very glad to have 
nong them, and found them, 
inch profit. He would vote

reading was negatived by 
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Exposed [n-,

|The House “I never said so,” observed Mr. Tur
ner; “ I made no reference to you what
ever.”

Mr. Kellie had interpreted his re
marks as being addressed to him, and 
reminded the opposition that they had 
much the same sort of remarks to make 
in 1898, when they had declared that 
he would not come back to the house. 
Yet he had come back, and with a big 
majority. The weakness of the opposi
tion leader’s criticism was interpreted 
by the, member for Revelstoke as show
ing that with every desire to find faults 
in the bill, he discovered that it was a 
very difficult task to do. Without re
flecting in any way upon the districts, 
he thought that if any aspersions could 
be cast upon pocket boroughs, Esqui
malt with its 300 or so live voters and 
200 dead men conld not escape attention. 
This redistribution mearure had been 
described as an ill-considered bill forced 
from the government by the motion of 
the third member for Vancouver. He 
conld tell the house that it was not ill- 
considered. It had ueen under careful 
consideration for a considerable time. 
The opposition had said that the govern
ment was hanging by a thread. He 
would be honest. He would admit that 
the government was existing by a very 
narrow 'majority. It was therefore all 
the more right that this bill should be 
passed and an appeal be made to the 
people.

Opposition voices—Is that a declara
tion?

Mr. Kellie replied that it was a declar
ation so far as he himself was concerned 
As soon as the bill was passed he in
tended to go before his constituency and 
give the electors there an opportunity of 
saying whether or not they desired to 
have him continue as their representa
tive. It had been said that he wanted 

haY.e Nakusp cut off his district, 
mat district had had so many slices mt 
from it that it could scarcely be recog- 
nIzed- Yet it continued to grow in 
wealth and in population. The great 
district of West Kootenay was contrib
uting one-third of the revenue of the 
province while possessing one-third of 
the population, and it was not asking too 
much, therefore, to insist upon six 
members being given to this most im
portant section.

MR. MCPHILLIPS has been very much
ÎÏÏÏÏh «d t0 hear Mr" Kel»e state that re 
d strlbution was one of the planks in the 
platform of the government. Why then 
had they not referred to this matter on the 
4th January in the speech from the throne? 
Now, forsooth, this matter was of such 
Importance that the whole of the business 
of the country was to be laid aside, and 
this measure forced through without any 
regard to the private bills or public bills 
and the buslûess of the country at large. In 
all such exigencies as the present It would 
be found under the British flag that be
fore such a motion was entertained by any 
parliament, the government had made some 
statement to the house that they intended 
to appeal to the people as soon as the bill 
might pass. If the Premier would rise In 
his seat and give the house a formal as
surance that the government purposed to 
appeal to the country at once, then, al
though this measure might not be one to 
the best Interests of the country, he, for 
one, would be prepared after due consider
ation to accord it some measure of sup
port. Personally, speaking without regard 
to anything like sectionalism, he was-pre 

, pared to say that he did not think that the 
Mainland was over-represented. At the 
last election he wished to point out that on 
the Island 8,214 votes were cast, and on 
the Mainland 12,330. If that was worked 
out It would be found that there were 586 
votes cast for every member on the Island 
as against 500 for each member on the 
Mainland. At the opening of the session 
apparently the government were of the 
opinion that but one seat—that for the 
Boundary district—was required for the sal
vation of the province. Was there any
thing that had transpired since that date 
to justify the change of front on the part 
of the government? This bill had not been 
a part of the government policy. It had 
been shoved down their throats by Mr. 
Joseph Martin, who had indicated to the 
government the line of policy they would 
have to follow, and they had adopted the 
policy of their enemy politically. If It was 
satisfactory to the Premier he would like 
to move the adjournment of the debate.

Hon. Mr. Semlln said that he would pre
fer to go on for another half hour.

Mr. McPhllllps said that as a matter of 
fact he had not much more to say. If 
the hon. members on the other side of the 
house had only listened to his warning of 
last session they Could now have gone 
beck to their constltnen 
hearts, and they might 
chance of being returned. He would al
ways give credit to any man who was try
ing to exercise the best of his judgment, 
but that appeared to be (he last thing 
that the government desired tô do. Matters 
to the house were being discussed in the 
most cursory way, and without proper 
data. Let the house have some Indepen
dence. The Interests Involved to this bill 
were of great magnitude, and It behooved 
the house to give this matter its best con
sideration. He could not support the mo
tion, but waa heartily to accord with the 
amendment. The house had not the data 
before it to intelligently consider the meas
ure, and he should therefore oppose the 
second reading of the bill.

■ Mr. Higgins moved the adjournment of 
the debate, and the house adjourned at 
10:46 until 2 o’clock to-day.

Voted Out
(Continued from Sixth Page.*

IMr. Hall of Victoria Demolishes 
Crumbling Wreck of the 

Government
one to West Tale when there Is compar
atively no difference in the voting strength 
and no difference In the area settled, .True, 
a railway traverses a portion of West Tale, 
bat you will find that there are parte of 
Weat Male as remote from settlement us 
settled parts of Llllooet we are placing 
that district on a par with some of the ad
joining districts. I do not compare it with 
population or area of Cariboo, which abuts 
on the north, but I have chosen West Tale 
because the conditions and Interests are 
much the same. They are pastoral, agri
cultural and mining constituencies. Tak
ing the comparison as a whole, I think you 
will find that West Tale being only entitled 
to one representative, we should not be 
justified to giving more than one to Lll
looet. I do not-compare Llllooet with Cari
boo because the conditolns are much dif
ferent. We can allow Cariboo to be repre
sented by two members and no injustice 
will be done to other districts.

Now in regard to West Kootenay, we 
have In that community one almost en
tirely mining; and we have a population 
that Is rapidly increasing. The returns 
laid before the house to-day will satisfy 

to the number and the rapidity of

1898 to
Moved Previous Question and 

Brought Speedy Defeat of 
Gerrymander.

FRIDAY, FEB. 23.
No sooner had the house met in the 

usual way, with prayers by Rev. Dr. 
Campbell, than the incident of Thurs
day evening between the member for 
South Victoria and the member for Al
berni was resumed by Mr. Neill rising 
to a question of privilege.

Mr. Neill said that he held in his 
hand a copy of the Colonist, in which 
he found the following reference to him
self; attributed to Mr. Eberts:

“When told in the lobby the news that 
brought mourning to so many Canadian 
homes, the member for Alberni had no 
word of sympathy or regret. He simply 
contented himself with the cruel com
ment that ‘it will do away with the 
heady patriotism of these Canadians.* 
It is understood that Mr. Neill’s explan
ation is that the callous remark was 
made in the course of private conversa
tion, and therefore he thinks should not 
have been given public repetition.”

To take the lesser charge, he held 
that it was a mistake to say that his 
objection was to a private ..conversation 
being introduced in the house, but he 
disputed the version given of the 
versation. It had occurred' not in the 
lobby, but in a private room, known 
as the members’ room. Mr. Eberts had 
not been the one to teH-him of the mis
fortune to the Canadians; he had heard 
of it before coming into the house, and 
had expressed due regret. The conver
sation with the member for South Vic
toria, which that gentleman had dis
torted, had lasted only a moment, and 
contained no reference whatever to the 
Canadians. As for the other and more 
serious charge, he hoped that it would 
not be necessary for him to work him
self up into a bombastic fury as some 
other gentlemen appeared to regard as 
necessary with them, in order to con
vince the house that he was speaking 
the. truth. He hoped that he would be 
believed when he said that he was quite 
prepared to take the most solemn oath 
that neither directly nor indirectly had 
he made the statement attributed to 
him.

going to enforce your auth-

Premier Accepts Suggestion of 
Opposition for Adjournment 

to Tuesday.
tv

The SemKn-Cotton administration 
met its fate at the hands of the people’s 
elected representatives on the floor of 
the house yesterday afternoon, being de
feated on the motion for second reading 
of the Redistribution bill, which the 
members of the ministerial party had 
unanimously agreed would be the best 
legislation upon which they could ap
peal to the country.

Although looked for for days, the col
lapse of the government when it did

the growth of the voting strength of Koote
nay, and it is Impossible for this house or 
this country to close its eyes to the rapid
ly Increasing Importance of that country. 
It most be properly represented; It Is a 
country that will assert Itself, and he have 
endeavored to meet the requirements by 
increasing the representation. I think I 
have touched ‘upon "the various districts 
that are being affected by this bill, and I 
have referred to matters that have taken 
place in the past. I have done that to 
show that we are not introducing any novel 
features; we* are not departing from what 
has been done in the past, but we are 
«imply following the precedents set by for- 

leglslatures, and are endeavoring to 
the lines that have been laid

mature, came- in somewhat unexpected 
manner to the public, Victoria’s third 
member (Mr. Richard Hall)- having the 
honor of touching the button that 
ploded the opposition’s well-arranged 
mine.

It was after the second reading de
bate had been continued by Messrs. 
Higgins, Neill, Booth, Kellie, J. M. 
Martin, Pooley and Turner—the general 
discussion being so dry as to invite the 
match which Mr. Hall had ready to 
apply. His speech in doing so was 
neither long nor pretentious, though 
fruitful in important consequences.

“I would move the previous question,” 
he said—and even tne crowded galleries 
understood that this was intended as the 
motion that was to put the struggling 
government out of its misery. All parts 
of the assembly took on an expectancy 
and suppressed excitement, while mem
bers hurried in from restaurant or 
library at the summons of the division 
bell.

CRUELTY TO CHILDREN.
Hon. Mr. Semite presented the peti

tion of the Mission Board of Vancou
ver, with reference to cases of cruelty 
to children, and asking for protective 
legislation.

PETITIONS RECEIVED.
The following petitions were read, re

ceived and ordered to be printed:
From the Trout Lake Trades Com- ’ 

mittee, opposing bill to incorporate the 
North Kootenay Power & Light Com
pany.

From R. B. Kerr, Charles Cummings, 
Joseph Stirrett and others, re incor
poration of the city of Phoentx.

From Clarke & Stuart and others, of 
Vancouver, re printing of Supreme 
court appeal books.

From the Sandon Miners’ Union, re 
eight-hour law.

KITIMAAT RAILWAY BILL.
Mr. Green, for the private bills com

mittee, presented the eighteenth report 
of that body, presenting the bill of the 
Kitimaat Railway & Navigation Co.

INSANE ASYLUM. INQUIRY.
Mr. Higgins presented the report of 

the select committee appointed to visit 
the provincial asylum at New West
minster. It appears in full Jn another

understood there was 
at the asylum, into

con-

ex-

mer
work upon
down, but are bringing those lines nearer 
to justice than the legislators were able 
to affect in the past. I think we have 
succeeded In this—I am satisfied myself 
that we have done so, and I hope that the 
bill will commend Itself to the legislature, 
and that honorable members will vote for 
the second reading. (Government ap
plause.)

MR. TURNER—Before 
read a second time it requires the most 
serious consideration. There were sev
eral points to be considered as to the 
bringing in of this bill. Why was this 
bill introduced, how was it introduced, 
what was it introduced for, and how did 
it originate?

He might, in reference to the first 
point mentioned—why was the bill in
troduced ?—go back to the time of the 
last election. As to the 
made in the house during the session, 
at any rate during the last session, one 
of the reasons given by the late govern
ment—he would not admit that the 
government was defeated—was not in 
power last session was that the redistri
bution measure brought down by them 

He had been a

this bill is

j
He had asked- the member for 

South Victoria to withdraw the state
ment, but that member had declined to 
do so, saying that he had written down 
the words used, and was prepared to 
Stand by them as having been used. 
For himself, he (Mr. Neill) could only 
reiterate that he bad made no refer
ence whatever to the Canadians. The 
words he had used he was prepared to 
stand by; he had referred to the frothy 
mouthings of the opposition as “lip loy
alty and heady patriotism”—the refer
ence was not to the Canadians or other 
soldiers in any sense or connection, and 
the member for South Victoria well 
knew it. It was altogether unlikely 
that he should so malign the Canadian 
soldier—particularly as he had once 
been a soldier. himself, and had many 
relatives and dear friends actively 
gaged in the war. He closed with 
other emphatic declaration that neither 
in word, thought, deed or action, had 
he cast imputations or aspersions upon 
the loyalty of the Canadian soldiers.

Mr. Eberts asked to be permitted to 
reply, and Mr. Speaker according this 
privilege with consent of the house, the 
member for South Victoria announced 
that he took back nothing of wSat he 
had said in regard to the insults of the 
member for Alberni to the soldiers of 
Canada, which had been correctly re
ported in every detail, 
nothing that I said yesterday on the 
floor of this house,” said Mr. Eberts, 
“and I say that in attempting to get up 
this explanation, the member for Alber
ni is simply continuing in hie untruth

“The previous question has been mov
ed,” said Mr. Speaker Forster—“ are 
you ready for the question?”

“AYE,” shouted the opposition.
“AYE,” said the government ranks 

quietly, realizing that the end had 
come.

“Shall the motion carry?”-
“AYE,” again chorused the triumph

ant opposition.
The “noes” 

citerons.

column.
Mr. Kellie had 

something (wrong 
which inquiry was to be made. Did 
the committee intend to make a subse
quent report?

Mr. Higgins—We may. You will 
notice we haven’t yet asked to be dis
charged.

were manifestly less vo-

“The ‘ayes’ have it, I think,” said Mr. 
Speaker, while the members of the op

position raised a cheer in which the 
galleries joined- enthusiastically.

Then names were called for, and duly 
recorded as follows:

AYE:—Messrs, fooley, Booth, Duns- 
muir, Hall, Robertson, Martin, Clifford, 
McBride, Helmcken, McPhillips, Irving, 
Ellison, Smith (A. W.), Higgins, Eb
erts, Turner, Baker, Bryden, and Pren
tice—19.

NO:—Messrs. Hehffersoii, Semlin, 
Cotton, Wells, Mncpherson, Smith (R.), 
TisdâÏÏ, Deane,. Neilir Green/TKinchant, 
Helgesen, Munro, Kidd, Hume, Mc- 
Kechnie, Martin (J. M.), and Kellie—18

It remained for the main motion to be 
disposed of in order that the defeat of 
the government might be made com
plete, and all eyes were directed toward 
Mr. Joseph Martin’s seat, it being well 
understood that he had forced the 
measure forward and had even express
ed himself in “sympathy with its prin
ciple.

When the division was called for Mr. 
Martin’s hand was found high in air 
with those of members of the straight 
opposition party.

“How does the honorable third 
her for Vancouver city vote,” asked Mr. 
Speaker, to make assurance doubly
urc?

J
$82"had thrown them out. 

great deal over the- country during the 
election last year, and redistribution 
was never made a1 question in any dis
trict which he had visited. He had 
visited first many important points in 
the Kootenays and along the line of the 
C. P. R-; then gone Xo Chilliwack and 
to points on the Island, and the ques
tion was certainly not made a consider
ation at that time. The electors In all 
parts ot the province were mqch more 
in earnest in regard to matters tending 
to open up and develop the country. 
It was not necessary here to enlarge on 
these matters again, but the charge 
made by the then opposition was not 
with regard to redistribution at that 
time. The issue chosen by the opposi
tion candidates was that the govern
ment had been very extravagant, run 
the country into debt, and did not spend 
money properly, and they did many 
other things which have been already 
referred to in the house. No member 
was lost to the government side of the 
house by reason of the late redistribu
tion bill. The reason this bill was 
brought in now was something in the 
nature of the charges the government 
had levelled at the late government. He 
must admit that the present govern
ment had during its lease of office been 
utterly discredited in the province. He 
did not think there was any question 
about that. They need only turn to 
the conditions last year for proof of 
that, which would show that the gov
ernment was not only discredited 
throughout the province, but was also 
discredited in Europe. This was owing 
to the legislation passed during the par
liament. It was the first time. British 
Columbia had ever been in the position 
of being taunted as the province that 
refused to meet its obligations. That 
was what that discrediting amounted 
to, and, rightly or wrongly, the matter 
is constantly referred to, and worked to 
the injury of the provinoe. In Europe 
and important financial centres this 
province had been referred to as the

$

FIRST READINGS,
First readings were given the bills to 

provide for an official scaling of timber 
(Hon. Mr. Cotton); and to facilitate 
the incorporation of the town of 
Phoenix (Mr. J. M. Martin). The 
second readings were set for the next 
sitting of the house.

WESTERN TELEPHONE BILL.
Mr. J. M. Martin moved: “That the 

report of the committee on private bills 
amd standing orders, in so far as it re
lates to the petition of the Western 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, be 
not received, but that the standing or
ders of this house be suspended to allow 
the bill to be introduced on payment of 
double fees.”

Mr. Higgins—Is that resolution to 
order?

Mr. Speaker—It is.
Mr. Higgins—I’ve no objection, 

solution was carried. 
REDISTRIBUTION.

en-
an-

e were 
aff as

How did this bill originate? The 
other day the government had no idea of 
bringing in a redistribution bill, but a 
certain gentleman who had formerly 
been a supporter of that government had 
asked them to bring in a measure of that 
kind, and a redistribution bill had been 
brought in. The leader of the govern
ment was in reality on this (the opposi
tion) side of the house. This mesure 
had -been brought in not at the request, 
but at the demand of that gentleman; at 
bis command it was introduced, and was 
to be rushed forward. There could be no 
doubt but that he was the master of the 
assembly.

There were many reasons why this re
distribution bill should not have been 
brought in, and one of these was in con
nection with the treatment of certain 
cities of the province with respect to the 
voters lists. That was a very serious 
charge to bring against any government.
He referred to the purging of "the voters 
lists of Vancouver city, Victoria and 
other cities, and said it was a legal 
question if anything could be done to 
have these voters’ lists properly dealth 
with— Large numbers of voters, some of 
whom had resided here and in other 
cities of the province affected by this 
action of the government were excluded 
from those lists. It was found impossible 
to get their names on. He himself had 
had the greatest difficulty in so doing.
A friend had telegraphed to him in Lon
don and he had sent out the - necessary 
application. Many people who had gone 
to Atlin had been swept off the roll in 
Victoria. Mr. Helmcken would support 
him in that statement. In the circum
stances it was a most unfair thing of the 
government to bring in a measure of this 
kind for which they were not in any way 
prepared. The position of the govern
ment at the present time did not warrant 
them in bringing in such a bill ;-they bare
ly get anything through the house; they 
tremble at every vote.

Government members—Hear, hear,.
Mr. Tumer^“Well it is. the fact,

When you go in you do not know whether 
you will ever come out.” They shake 
to think what may happen at any 
moment, when they find themselves 
gone up into the soup. (Laughter.) It 
was certainly no time for such a govern
ment to bring in such a measure as this, 
which proposed to sweep away some 
representatives, and to carve up others 
to suit themselves.
well that this was meant to create little 
pocket boroughs. He need not name 
them; the government thought they knew 
of certain places in the province which 
they considered they could comfortably 
put- in their pockets.

What had • the government done— 
though the act provided for the purging 
the lists of the four cities, and was 
brought in especially with reference to 
Vancouver and Victoria, and at the 
time of its introduction it had been 
pointed out by the senior member from 
Vancouver that probably 25 per cent of 
the names bn the Vancouver and prob
ably 40 per cent of the Victoria lists 
would be struck off, but what does the 
government do? Why suddenly they 
have the voters’ lists of Victoria and 
Westminster cancelled, but leave Van
couver and Nanaimo to stand as they 
were. The effect has been to strike off rheumatism, and the most serious compilca- 
hundreds from the Victoria list, some of i tiens of kidney, liver and bowels, 
whom have been resident for many! a dcae.

riv 26c. . box at ail dealers, or Edmanson. Atlin or some other point, and owing to. _ . _
the method taken by the government |Batee * °°" Toronto" 
conld not get on.

MB KELLIE, following Mr. Turner, I Croup, bronchitis, asthma, and all coughs 
said that the opposition lender seemed to •»« ««M» field promptly t® Dr. Chase a 
think that a pocket-borough had been Syrup of Llnaeed and Turpentine.

t“I take back

V<- -:.l
The re

“Mr. Speaker, I ask that that be tak
en down,” said Mr. Neill.

“Yes take it down,” said Mr. Eberts. 
“It will be taken down,” said Mr. 

Speaker. • .
Mr. Eberts continued that he had re

ported the remarks of the member for 
Alberni truthfully as they occurred. He 
had told that member of the ninety 
Canadians lost in battle, and the mem
ber for Alberni had said that it would 
take “some of the heady patriotism out 
of these Canadians.” Nothing what
ever had been said in reference to the 
members of the opposition; there was 
nothing that would have introduced any 
such reference; what Mr. Neill bad in
tended to convey was that the Canadian 
volunteers had' gone ttr the front with a 
very -fine show of loyalty and patriot
ism, -but How that they had 1 
grinr cost of war they would 
eager_.to display their “heady patriot
ism.” There had been no reference to 
any others than the Canadians; 
words he had taken down at the time, 
in less than five seconds; and the words 
and connection were as quoted. He 
had been asked to withdraw the charge 
by Mr. Nell < n Thursday evening, but 
had told him he would not do so. As he 
had said to him in -lobby at the time 
of his foul aspersion he should be 
ashamed of himself——- 

“You are a liar,” said Mr. Neill half- 
rising in his place

‘Just cote1 outsid-' nnd say that,” 
si i vied -back Mr. Cherts—“come out
ride now if you dare.”

Mr. Speaker shouted and rapped for 
order, but unsuccessfully for several 
moments, for galleries as well as house 
were in uproar.

“The member for Alberni will with
draw that remark,” said Mr. Speaker, 
as soon as he could command attention. 
After a moment of reluctance Mr. Neill 
did so.

“In deference to ydnr official author
ity, Mr. Speaker.” he said, “ I will 
withdraw my statement that the honor
able member for South Victoria is a 
liar.” Then Mr. Neill insisted that the 
member for South Victoria should also 
be compelled to withdraw ■ his charge 
that he (Mr. Neill) was “ continuing in 
his untruth.”

Mr. Speaker asked that this he done. 
Mr. Eberts’ reply was: “I will most 

humbly apologize to all honorable gen
tlemen and to you, Mr. Speaker, but I 
withdraw nothing. I will at all times, 
if in the wrong, humbly acknowledge it 
and ask the pardon of the house and 
of you, Mr. Speaker—I apologize to 
every honorable member—but not to 
that man, never." And I will ask for 
the consensus of opinion of the house, 
it they do not think I am justified."

“Am I to have justice. Mr. Snooker?” 
insisted Mr. Neill. “ I have withdrawn 
my statement ; the honorable member 
for "South Victoria should do the same.” 

“ No, sir,” said Mr. Eberrs; “ not to 
McCreight ministry—Dec. 1871 to you.” .

Dec. 23, 1872. 1 “ Tlie honorable member for South
DeCosmoe»Waftem utinietry—D«t 29 j Victoria has apologized to the house,” 

I 1872 to Jan. 27. 1BHL -g, said Mr. Sneaker.

“I now move that we proceed to the 
Orders of the Day,” said Hon. Mr. 
Semlin, and the debate on the redistri
bution proposal was thereupon resumed.

MR. JOSEPH MARTIN thought 
that the government should certainly 
have taken more effectual measures for 
getting this redistribution bill through 
the house. As it was the blB, no mat
ter how the government and house 
might wish to expedite its passage, 
would have to wait from day to day, 
according to the rules. In the House 
of Commons and in other parliament
ary bodies, on such occasions, the prac
tice was to call special sessions for 
evening, so that instead of the night 
session being a continuation and part 
of the day’s assembly, it was to be re
garded as a separate sitting, and thus 
two stages be dealt with in a single 
day. Brief and desultory discussion of 
this suggestion followed.

MR. HIGGINS then continued the 
debate. He attacked the bill with re
luctance, he aaid, in the first place be
cause of its importance, and in the 
second place because it bore on its face 
evidence that it had been brought down 
by the government in a state of panic, 
the result of the junior member for 
Vancouver’s resolution. Prima facie 
evidence that the bill had not been 
maturely considered was found in the 
absence of any maps or definite infor
mation upon which the house might 
proceed intelligently in consideration of 
its provisions If further evidence were 
needed to the same effect it was found 
in the fact that no reference whatever 
had been made to such a measure in the 
speech from the throne, while on the 
contrary there had been a provision 
there for a partial measure giving a 
member to the Boundary country. The 
fact was that this bill had been brought 
down hurriedly and without dne con
sideration, under the whip of the mem
ber for Vancouver. It was not a fair 
bill or one that would do justice to the 
interests and industries of the country. 
That it was unfair and désigné* 
secure the working. out of political 
bltions was evidenced in the fact that 
Esquimalt (which had fallen under the 
ban,of the present government) was re
duced from two members to one; while 
Alberni, with a much less population, 
retained its member. Other features 
of the bill were commented on, while 
the member for Esquimalt referred 
with indignation to the cancellation of 
the voters’ lists of Victoria and New 
Westminster, which must have been 
done with sinister object, and which 
would not stand good if tested in the 
courts, as he had been advised by good 
lawyers. It was to be noted that the 
member for South Nanaimo had got a 
gerrymander line to benefit him to his 
district. Extraordinary powers were 
conferred in the bill, which the house 
should not under any circumstances 
approve; and no member of the govern
ment had yet been bold enough to en
dorse the statement from Mr. Kellie,

(Continued on eighth Page.)

mem-

on. gentlemen opposite to speak- 
bill call it a gerrymander. Well 
;hat if that term can be applied 
It should have been applied with 
force to preceding bills. What 
ander? As I understand It, it Is. 
party In power distributes the 
Ion for the purpose of gaining 
• the purpose of Increasing Its. 
>w what has this government 
tard to this bill? We have re- 
representatlon of Baqnlmalt by 
earlier days Cariboo’s represen- 
i decreased by one. Esqoimalt 
Ie control of the government at 
It Is contiguous to the Capital., 

if those constituencies In which 
ion bas not Increased to comparl- 
ther parts of the province. We 
In order to equalize the voting 

I the varions ridings It Is only 
(isqulmalt should be represented) 
mber In this house and that one 
the floor of this house Is giving 

lit a large percentage of repre- 
How are we going to gain in 

mlar? That la what I presume 
lends referred to when they used; 
jerrymander. I do not see how 
Increase the power of the party 
n this respect. Then you take 
n to restore very nearly the tor- 
in Cowichan. How Is this party 
t Its position by annexing the 
Cowichan? I claim that In so 

it riding is concerned we have- 
gain by the redistribution we 

[. We are endeavoring to carry 
Inclples of equalizing votes. Then 
take the distribution upon the 
I There has been no change of 
tion to Cariboo except to eepar- 
qnstltuency Into two ridings In- 
[avlng a cumulative vote, which 
[ more convenient to the voters 
representative».- Then we come 
nndary Creek, where we form a 
Stuency composed of a part of 
[ and Boundary Creek.
I Turner—It Is a part of Bossland.
. Semlin-What ie now Bossland,
I under the last redistribution 
i part of Tale. Now I have not 
0 Llllooet. That la a large dls- 

hne been represented on the 
he house by two 1 members for. 
rs past. We propose to reduce 

And 
friends

S “I vote against the bül," said Mr. 
Martin emphatically—and the house re
called how explicit he had been in ac
cepting the release offered him by At
torney-General Henderson a few days 
before, from a general promise to sup
port a redistribution bill.

“The bill is lost,” said Mr. Speaker, 
as the division was called and recorded.

“So is the government” called out 
someone in Mr. Martin's neighborhood— 
it may have been Mr. Martin himself— 
and then the pent-up enthusiasm broke 
forth, the Speaker’s call for order in 
the galleries being utterly unheeded" 
whilte the rattle of-desk lids on the left, 
the clapping of hanfie, and the cheering 
of members amd spectators attested the 
general feeling of relief and satisfac
tion.

A few brief momenta passed, and then 
Hon. Mr. Semlin rose, and With very 
evident agitation and a somewhat path
etic tremble in Lis voice, aaid:

“I think it is only right to ask that 
this house at its rising do stand adjourn
ed until 2 o'clock on Monday next.”

The honorable gentleman was pro
motion when the opposition leader in
terposed a suggestion that Tuesday be 
named instead.

“Very well—Tuesday,” said the Pre
mier, no longer leader of th ehouse.

The house adjourned almost imme
diately thereafter, Mr. Turner having 
expressed the hope that the government 
would arrange to have pending private 
legislation completed prior to the ter
minating of the session.

It was not until- the members were 
out in the lobbies that all tongues were 
loosened and the crowning incidents of 
the day were thoroughly discussed in 
all their various phases. As a rule the 
members of the-govemment-that-was 
accepted the defeat philosophically, aa 
something to which they had been look- 

forward and were rather glad to 
! had come in the way it had. A 

few were bellicose, however, and Mr. 
Jos. Martin’s erstwhile warm admirers 
—Mr. Ralph Smith and Mr. Kellie— 
were found holding up that doughty 
politician with hot upbraidings that 
threatened for a time to run into some
thing yet more serious.

This, wiçh the second chapter of the 
exchange of compliments between the 
member for South Victoria and the 
member for Alberni, had certainly left 
no one room to complain of lack of ex
citement in the eventful day.

The government had held the reins of 
power one year, six months and ten 
days—having come into existence on 
the 13th August, 1898. The several 
ministers in British Columbia have held 
office as follows, in their respective or-

ts with lighter 
have had some

|
X

,

learned the 
not be so

the
■MpM __ ...
last general electlons-would be no help 
whatever. Some districts are carved up 
so that it is impossible to recognize 
them. In the Revelstoke district, for 
example, no doubt it had been noticed : a 
comer was cut off.

Mr. Kellie—Say what you said last. 
i (Laughter.)

Mr. Turner—Well, no matter, I’ll say 
it again; quite a corner has been cut off
because the people objected-----

Mr. Kellie—Will you name the point
IBP CUMr° Turner—No; I ton not going to

■ s» B B name the pdint: but if-the hon. gentle-
■ me* man will take the floor I will give way

Headache sod roiietoall thetnmhlos to* and take a rest. The hon. gentleman 
tatlo aUUoua auteof the ayatm. aoeh ao need not ask me fed" the point: he knows

BEsESEEHHE* £SH£L’ari.I«s,“.s"st
point.

The next point about the bringing in 
of this bill was the object. The object 
was that the government recognized that 
there was a demand in the province for 
some kind of legislation, and this is what 
they give the province in place of wise 
legislation. The object t<y
save the government. EVatyone knew 
what the position of the government was 
from looking at the course of event* dur
ing the last few weeks. He **lt sorry 
for the government he knew what the 
position must be, hanging on by a thread, 
to which any member sitting on the oppo
site side of the house might apply tne 
knife at any moment, and where would 
they be then?

Government cries of, “Let her go! and 
laughter. .

Mr. Turner asked again where, the 
government would be if the kmfe were
sa J-x-srati'c.affl

rsiiXï tiasrfwj-
bate and attempt to carry on the busi
ness of the country and cannot bring 
in any other legislation but titia bm in

tola toSte.'UDm
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Great Loss of Life 
From Bright’s Disease
A Dreadful Fatal Disease Which 

Is Prevented and Cured by 
Dr. Chase’s Kidney- 

Liver Pills.
They knew very

_SICK
HMAteh» yet Culm’s Little Liver Ms ale
Z£,^^rM*tnC°”tll*tWm.cnri°«“WLPM-
correct all <H
■nWauâ

Bright’s disease Is a farther development 
of .kidney disease, uhd has for Its most 
qiarked symptoms backache an<l. urinary 
troubles. It is so Insidious in Its beginnings 
as to frequently escape detection, and wtth 
the stogie exception of consumption Is the 
moat fatal disease known to man.

Bright’» disease Is a wasting away of the 
tissues of the kidneys, and to Its later 
stages1 cannot possibly be cured. So long, 
however, as the kidneys are not In an actu
al state of decay, Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver 
1-lUs wtt revitalize the diseased parts and 
positively cure Bright’s disease.

Dr. Chase's Kidney-Liver Pills ire a 
perfect and ideal remedy for all kidney ail
ments. They act naturally and directly on 
the kidneys and promptly and positively 
cure

while
sa»

HEAD
rwetidhsilmoeterloslsastel

theyesdy

\ Achethey i who

tentation to one member 
Ere I presume by hon.
[e gerrymander comes lu. I think 
ireful consideration of the facts 
will find this la only Justice to 
districts.
1 also West Tale—they abut. The 
ength of West Tale Is 620. The 
ength of Llllooet Is about 600, or 
toll proportion In favor of West 
king the settled portions of West 
Llllooet you will Énd that, leav- 
the area alone and taking the 

Priions of the dlstrir". they com- 
dosely. And how can we Jnstlfr 

members to Llllooet and only
■tinned on Seventh Pnge>

ACHE-F>Take Llllooet as a
lithe bare 
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wavs Utile User Pffls are vary small asm 
?wy «««y to taka. Ore ax two sills

umthna. In vials alts onto; five «or SL Sold 
W druggists everywhere or sent by moiL

ot eo many lives that hare la whs» 
irgssatboaek Oorpillseoi.lt while Bright’s disease, diabetes, dropsy.

One pill
1
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