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THE SCHOOL QUESTION,

Explanations by the Premier as teo
the Situation in the
Cabinet.

Hon. Mr. Angers Gives the Reasons
and Cirecumstances of His
Withdrawal.

In the Senate on the 11th instant Hon.
Mr. Scott reminded the Premier of his
promise that he would announce whether
the gentlemen who were reported to have
resigned have either resigned or are still
members of the government.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell satd—I am in a
position to anawer the question which the
hon. gentleman has put. Upon the receipt
of the answer to the remedial order which
was sent to the Manitoba legislature, and
which was received a week ago last Mon-
day, the government, after due considera-
tion, came to the conclusion which I read to
the house & few days ago, not to proceed
with remedial legislation during the present
session, but in view, as then expressed, of
what we considered an intimation in that

answer from the government of Manitoba
that they were prepared to still further con-
sider any further representation which
might be made by the Dominion of Canada,
we thought it best in the interest of the Do-
minion—in the interest of those who had
this remedial legislation, or what was to be
obtained from the adoption of this remedial
legislation, most abt heart—to postpone its
consideration until we had communicated
with that government in order to ascertain
how far they were prepared to accede to the
terms of that remedial order, and the judg-
ment delivered by the Lord Chancelior of
the Privy Council of England upon
this sabject; I refer now to the last
decision, delivered on the 25th of Jan-
nary, 1895. Mo that decision three of
our ocolleagues, I regret to say, took
exception—the hon. Minister of Agriculture,
who has the honor of a seat in this House,
the Postmaster-General and the Minister of
Public Works. They considered that in the
interests of those whom they represented,
and in the interests of vhe minority of the
Province of Manitoba, it was the bounden
duty of the Government of Canada to pro-
ceed at once during the present session with
remedial legislation. I regret to say we did
not come o an unanimous decision upon this
point. My hon. friend who is in this
House, and who, I regret to say, still holds
the opinion that he first entertained, de-
clines to re-enver the Cabinet unless we are
prepared to concede the points which he
has 8o forcibly and eloquently urged upon
his colleagues. The majority of the Coun.
cil, however, deemed it, as 1 have already
stated, more to bthe interest of the peace
and welfare of the Dominion, and more to
the benefit of those deeply interested in
this very important question, that we
should not proceed as they desired. My
hon. friend is in the House and will be bet-
ter able to state his reasons sthan [ possibly
can. I may, however, with the permission
of the Senate, after he has spoken think it
necessary to make further explanations.
These gentlemen sent in their resignations.
I am glad to say that after mature delibera-
tions and in a firm belief in the honesty of
their oolleagues they have decided to re-
main with the Government, the mem-
bers of which .have ..expressed to
them:s theiri- determination. . ~shauld
Manitoba refuse to grant remedial legisla-
tion to restore to the minority of Manitoba
the rights of which they were deprived by
the acts of 1890, then the government of to-
day will be pledged to risk its position, each
individual his own political reputation, and
introduce remedial legislation, and to trust
to the good sense and fairness of the House
of Commons and the Senate to carry it into
operation, I may say, and I say it in all
sincerity, that I look forward with much
fear and great anxiety to the future of this
country if we, without having exhauneted
every possible means to obtain from the
legislature and the government of Manitoba
a redress for the grievances of the minority
in that province—I say I look forward with
much apprehension to the effect of a policy
which would force on an almost independent
province, so far as local matters are con-
cerned, a law which would have to be car-
ried out in all its details, should they re.
fuse to do it, by any Dominion government
or any Deminion parliament. I ask evor{l
well-wisher of - hz“ untry -to reflect we
upon that point. There are certain provin-
cial rights which every province has, The
difficulties which present themselves to my
mind in attempting to force upon an un.
willing people any kind of legislation will
render whatever that may be useless to
those whom it is the intention of parliament
to aid if it possibly can. My other two col.
leagues, [ am very much R}omd to say,
that is the Minister of Pablic Works
and the Postmaster-General, after much
reflection, and having considered the
representations which have been made
to them from the standpoint which I bave
given to the house, and with a distinot and
positive understanding that this government
will proceed with legislation should it be
denied by the people of Manitoba, consented
to retain their portfolios, and remain in the
government until the time arrives when it
will be an imperative duty of the govern-
ment toact in this matter. I sincerely re-
gret for more reasons than one that one of
my colleagues, who has sat beside me ever
since I came to the :Senats, has mot been
able to take that view. I must be permib.
ted to say, although in his presence, that I
believe he is actuated by the = highest patri-
otic motives, I believe that he has but one
single object in view, and that is the secur-
ing to his fellow-countrymen rights of
which he knows they “have been de-
spoiled, and which he desires to restore to
them. The only difference of opinion be-
tween that hon. gentleman and myself and
my collesgues was as to the best mode of
carrying that out. I do not know that at
present I need say more upon this question.
Thave expressed the regret I feel deeply
over the severance of the personal and pol-
itical relations which I have held with my
colleague, who has occupied » seat on my
right since we have been in the Senate, and
I hope the time is not far distant when he
may be enabled to see, although he may not

be able to see with us at .the present mo- | grap!

ment, that he will at least give us credit for
having pursued that course which we be-
lieved to be the beat in the interests of the
Dominion, and those who have been de-
prived of their rights. (Applause.)

Mr. Angers said :—I have to inform the
House that I have obtained through the
Prime Minister permission from His Excel-
lency to state to you the reasons and oir-
cumstances of my withdrawal from the
Cabinet. On the 8th July, instant, I wrote-
to the Prime Minister the following letter :

‘I have the honor to inform you in writ-
ing, as I have alroulh y done vboﬁ:nlly. that T
cannot accept the responsibility yoa ‘are
about to make in the Senohhhboli&ltoh'
achool question. In uence please lay
before His Excellency my resignstion : and
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obtain permission for me to state in the Sen-
ate the causes and reasons of my withdrawal
from the Cabinet.

¢ I remain, yours truly,
“A. R. ANgERs.”

That permission to give those explanations
I received yesterday, and agreed to
pone them until to-day. It is unne
for me to go through the history of this im-
portant question of the separate schools in
Manitoba, especially in this house, where
every man is conversant with all that has
been published concerning them. I have,
however, to recall a period not very distant
from the present day, when it is necessary I
think to do justice to myself that I should
lay before the house the main points which
have been decided by the Judicial Commit-
tee of Her Majesty’s Privy Council. (Mr.
Angers then quoted at some length from the
judgments of the Privy Council as to the
position of the Roman Catholic mirority,
and read the terms of the Imperial order in
council commanding the observance of the
judgment. He went on to detail the
steps which were taken by the Do-
minion government to give effect to the
judgment up to the date of the
receipt of the reply of the Manitoba
legislature to the remedialal erder. He
followed this up by reading the Dominion
Government’s declaration made on Monday
lagh.) ““To this declaration,” proceeded
Mr. Angers, ‘I was unable to assent, and I
sent in the letter of resignation which I read
ab the opening of my address. I shall state
to the nouse what are my grounds for being
unable to subscribe my aseent and my name
as a member of the Cabinet to this declara-
tion.” Mr. Angers then examined clause
by clause the answer of the Manitoba - legis-
lature to the remedial order, and declared
his inability to discover in it the slightest
poesibility of an amicable settlement on the
basis of action by the Manitoba government,
a8 hoped for by the government of the Do-
minion. In his opinion the reason given for
the abolition of separate echools by the Man-
itoba legislature was not the true one. Mr.
McCarthy, when he came before the Privy
‘Council of Canada, speaking in the name of
the province of Manitcba, stated the true
object of the abolition of separate schools,
and the true object was to deprive them of
their language so as to make them English.
(Hear, hear.) *‘It was impossible,” contin-
ued Mr. Angers, ‘‘ after hearing this an.
swer, for me to subscribe to the first para-
graph of the government’s declaration that
in that paper was to be found a hope of an
amicable settlement of the Manitoba school
case, Therefore, upon that very important
point, which is not supported by evidence,
I have to decline to take responsibility.”
Mr. Angers next took up the various para-
graphs in the government’s declara-
tion, He was sorry to have to differ
from his colleagnes with respect to
the reason assigned for mnot dealing
with so important and intricate a question
during the last hours of the seasion. Ad-
mitting that the legislation proposed was
diffioult and intricate, he pointed out that
Mr. Ewart’s draft bill bad been before the
public for three montha, It was proposed
to enter into negotiations with the govern-
ment of Manitoba. But the law required
that eny negotiations upon this subject
should be wade not with the government,
but with the legislature. The legislature
had just prorogued, and was not obliged to
meet before the first or second week of July
next. Therefore, the Dominion government
would be unable to approach again, and he
might say, humbly approach again, the
legislature of that province, and they would
have to approach the government, which it
was true was a responsible government, bat
for this purpose was an unanthorized body.
Mr. Angers stated that when the govern-
mept_gama.. to the deeision to make the
declaration they 'Hsd, he made a'spedial re-
quesb that it should not be announced last
Monday, but that the government should
wait until he had permission at the same
time to give an explanation to the house.
He could not get the promise then for
reasons that were not dependent upon the
government, but it was not dependent upon
the government to make the declaration they
did on Monday. This necessitates his svat-
ing that in opposition to the proposition of
the government he sabmitted himself a pro-
position expreuh;g a desire that if
ble a further delay might be granted,
b objecting in the most positive manner
that any negotiation should be had with the
government of Manitoba. Mr. Angers de-
olared that the delay the governmant’s golloy
entailed might have the effect of prejudicing
the position of the Catholic minority, who
might thus be thrust out of their fort, and
left standing again in the open field. He
had been able to show that he had not been
hasty, although he had to a certain extent
been putting the minority in an unfavorable
position, less favorable than it was to-day,
because during the present time and the
date of the meeting of parliament such an
excitement might develop all over the coun-
try as would prevent the putting into execu-
cution of the government’s pledges. The
minority was told that it should be satified
with the government’s declaration, which
bound the latter to bring remedial legis-
lation before parliament. But the minority
had a similar promise from the Premier dur-
ing the debate on the address at the be-
ginning of the present mession. In view of
this faob, was it necessary to get arother
declaration of the same kind to give some
courage to the minority or the Province of
Manitoba, and to induce all lovers of justice
to wait and accept a second promise? The
first statement, was good but the
second was not 8o good. *That poble
voice,” proceeded the speaker, *‘we
heard at the beginning of the session, pro-
mising to grant relief when the time would
come to the minority, hasibeen suppressed ”
Now, under this, the necessary delay grant-
ed ' to perfech the legislation which has been
in Mr. Ewart whenhhe made his
argument, the minority, who have now an
acquired right to come beforq parliament,
would nob run the risk of seeing the door
olosed npon it by an evasive answer or by a
promise. that conld not be carried out, or by
a promise, for instance, that the legislature
of , Manitoba having just closed. it is impos-
sible for the government to call it together
before the month of January, but that he
proposed doing so in the month of June or
July next. What will be the position of
the government if they come before parlia-
ment in Jan: with such a deolaration ?
The minority have been put out of the
fort, i6 will be standing out again in the
open field, and the government will not be
Ag:io move parliament to fulfil their pro-
mise. © That'was my objection to the para-
h in the declaration of the government,
and I offered the one which I have jusb read
to you, but it wae voted down. The declar-
atson made by the government admits of a
doudt as to the actual jurisdiotion of par-
liaments - The one that I offered granted
a delay, but raised no suspicion as to
the jurlediotion of parliament. In an-
other way, although I must oconfess
that I have done that to show that I was
not hasty, although I was putting the min-
ority to s certaln extent too in an -unfavor-
able position, still between this day and the
day that parliament meeta again such an ex-
citement will go.over the country in opposi-
tion o the granting of. separate achoole to
m;ﬁ”d Manitoba that if the govern.
ment hesitates, or - parllament hesitates to-

day, it will thenbe afraid. The minority is
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told that it should be satisfied with the de-
olaration made by the government, because
there is in it a determination binding the
government to bring before parliament reme-
dial legislation, that the minority had just
the same promise from the government be-
fore. He read the extract from the speech

Post- | of the Premier at the opening days ot the
cessary | session, which, he said, was a promise given

in answer to the speech from the throne.
Was it necessary to get another declaration
of the same kind to induce all the - lovers of
justice to wait and accept another promise ?
For me, the first one is good, and for me the
second one is not so good. The second one
is embarrassed with procedure which may
deprive the leader of this houss and his gov-
ernment of moving it before parliament.
That noble voice that we heard at the begin-
ning of the session granting this release
when the time would come, and it has come,
though the minority has been suppressed.

Sir Mackepzie Bowell—What has been
suppressed ?

Mr. Angers—Your promise has been sup-
pressed by an influence which it seems,
although existing in a small traction of the
population of Canada, made iteelf so strong
that it acted like a damper upon the voice
and utterances of the Premier, and new
utterances had to be made, it seems, in that
declaration of the Government. After re-
calling to this House the voice of the leader
of it at the beginning of the session, I
think it is my duty, before closing, to recall
the echo of another voice upon this very
subject. I quote from the second volume of
Mr. Pope on the life of Sir John Macdon-
ald. At page 248 I read the following,
which is an extract from a letter: *‘You
ask me for advice as to the course yon
shonld take upon the vexed question of
separate schools in your Province. There
is, it seems to me, but one course open to
you. By the Manitoba Act the provisions
of the B. N A. Act, of sectien 93, respect-
ing laws passed for the protection of
minorities in educational matters, are made
applicable to Manitoba and cannot be
changed. Bythe Imperial Aot confirming the
establishment of the new provinces, 34 and
35 Vio., chap. 28, sec. 6, it is provided thab
it shall not be competent for the parliament
of Canada to alter the provisions of the
Manitoba act in so far as it relates to the
province of Manitoba. Obviously, there-
fore, the separate echool system in Manitoba
is beyond the reach of the legislature or of
the Dominion parliament.” After pointing
out that Sir John Macdonald, according to
Mr. Pope, wae not a sympsthizer with the
movement for the abolition of the dual
language, Mr. Angers proceeded : Now
that spirit I think the Premier of Canada is
possessed of, but, unfortunately, I fear that
his power of action upon the suppressing of
the opposition that might be made to the
putting into execution of the mandate of the
Queen, and of the remedial order, is stronger
and greater than his intention. The hon.
leader has in his hands the present; no
man, perhaps, in Canada could more effec-
tively have given remedial legislation
to the minority than himself this ses-
sion, but having the present in his
hands, he has not the future. He has
not the to-morrow and blind fate be-
tween the time for legislation, and you
cannot anticipate now when is will be—is
may be ome year, it may be two years,
although he says it will be next session, and
that strength that the Premier had in his
possession to give us that remedial legisla-
tion may have vanished. I am justified in
speaking so from an extraot which I will
read to the House from the Hamilton Spec-
tator : *“ The result of the grand tug-of-war
in the Dominion cabinet is that there is to
be no remedial legislation introduced this
session. It is semi-officially announced that
another session of the present parliament
will be held d, that & bill to provide
remedial legislation will be presented only
in that session. We do not think that to be
at all likely. The same influence which
prevented the introduction of a bill now
will be present and intensify then, and the
French will not be able to carry their point.”
Now that is my fear, and the reasons I have
given you upon the declaration made
by the government were the grounds
that induced me to part from my colleagues:
upon this important question. Of oourse,
for the country, it matters very little when
a colleague of the hon. gentleman leaves the
cabinet. We are not eo in touch with the
people, as it is said, that it can have for the
government any serious oconsequences, and
from these utterances in this house I have
come to the conclusion that his two other
colleagues have returned to their portfolios.
My opinion was if my judgment was well
founded that it was impossible for me, and
it still is impossible for me, to doubt that
remedial legislation, by the action of the
government, has received such a blow that
the minority may never have it, and conse-
quently I could not take upon myself the
responsibility of running the risk that they
should not get it. I miust thank the house
for the attention they have given me in this
mabter, and 1 hope I have not uttered ome
word that could bé construed as expressing
disappointment or anything that could be
harsh or unsatisfactory to the leader of the
government and of this house.

After some personal explanations by Sir
Frank Smith,

8ir Maockenzie Bowell said before the or-
dera of the day were called he had ome or
two remarks to make in reply to the state-
ment in explanation given by the Minister
of Agriculture. Before doing so, he ex-
pressed his regret at the tone exhibited in
the latter portion of his statement. His re-
marks, I considered, were personal vo my-
self, and assuch I resent them. Without
going into particulars in  reference to this
matter, there has not been, I say for myself,
& member of the government with whom I
have been on more intimate terms and with
whom I have consulted as frankly and given
mwy opinion as frankly as I -have with the
bon. gentleman, and that he should have
closed his remarks with the statementa
whieh he made in reference to myself and
the position I hold in the Cabinet of this
country was s matter of very great surprise
to me, and I can only repeat the remark
I mwade, that. I deeply regret it, Now,
until - to-day, the only material difference
that I was aware that existed between that
hon. gentleman and his colleagues was as to
the particular mode which should be adopt-
ed and the course which should be pursuned
in connection with the carrying out of the
judgment of the Privy Council and of the
remedial order based thereon. My “hon.
friend was always frank in stating that he
had grave doubts as to the propriety of a
postponement of the question to anmother
session. He gave hisreasons for them to
me and to my other colleagues. Those were
not considered of that weight which would
justify him in pursuing the conrse that he
suggested, and when he states to the Senate
my course was adopted on account of some
outside influence, or other influence, [am
at a loss to know what he means by thas. I
would much rather that he had been frank,
and stated what he really meant, withont
leaving the impression that my position in
the Cabinet or my position as Premier or in
the country was held on sufferance

Mr. Angers—Allow me to interrupt the
hon. gentleman there, because I think he
misunderstood me,. .

Sir Mackenzie Bowell—I hope I did.

Mr, Angers—I said that there was no man
in the country in a better position to carry
the remedial legislation ab the present time

.language,

tl;n himself, and I neverin way wished
the Honse to understand th::!mlng to his
position in the Cabinet he was unable to do
it. © On the contrary, I contend he is.

Sir Mackerzie Bowell—My hon friend’s
expression when speaking of my promise as
a promise or declaration in the speech that I
made when the debate upon the address was
under consideration was frank and explicit,
but that I had changed that becpuse I had
been suppressed by some other power. Now
it may be that he meant something other
than the interpretation which I placed upon
it. Now, my hon. friend should be more
frank. He knows that in all matters affect-
ing the State and all matters which are
of grave importance, there is always
among thirteen or fourteen gentlemen a
difference and divergence of opinion, and
he knows from his long connection with par-
liamentary usages ;ng with parliamentary
practice, and the great experience that he
has had, not only as a minister of the crown,
but as a governor of one of the great prov-
inces of this country, that when difficulties
and divergencies of opinion arise in the cab-
inev there must be some conoession, either
on one side or the other, and he should have
been more frank, and stated that when these
differences of opinion exist, that when the
policy adopted to.day by the government
was a suggestion of my own, in order to
brirg together the whole of the elementa of
that cabinet, that we could come down as
one man, and pledge ourselves, when we
thought the time had arrived, to grant to
the minority of the province of Manitoba
those rights which I have always stated in
this house and out of the house to my own
individual friends, privately amd publicly,
that they had been deprived of by the Man.
itoba legislature. I said also here frankly,
and there is no misunderstanding of my po-
sition, that personally I am not in
favor of separate schoole. I stated
distinctly that I believed that Mani%oba
came into this Dominion with the distinct
and positive promise implied, and as it wae
believed incorporated in the act which gave
them the constitution, that they should have
the right of separate schools, retained to
them for ever in the same manner that they
are enjoyed by the provinces of Ontario and
Quebec, and as such, no matter what my in-
dividual opinion may be, as a public man, I
consider myself bound, and I will take my
party with me as far as I can, to carry out
to the fullest possible extent the promises
that were made av Confederatiom, and
which, I say and repeat, I believe the Mani-
toba legislature has despoiled them of. It
is nob the faulb of the Conservative party at
least that they find themselves in the
position they are to-day. It is true I
sympathize, as far as any man can do, with

the minority on account of the delays which
bave taken place, but have those delays
been the fault of the government? 1t may
be said yes, becanse you might have, and
could have, disallowed the act when
it was pessed. The Privy Council of
England have decided, contrary to the
opinfons of the Supreme Court in Canada,
that the Legislature of that Province has
the right to pass that act, and if we die-
allowed it we should have been pursuing a
course which my hon. friends from Lower
Canada have objected to over and over again.
If there are people in this Dominion who
are sensitive as to interferemce with the
provincial autonomy or provincial rights it
is the gentlemen from Quebec. They were
the men who helped to frame the cobstitu-
tion, who took partioular pains in order to
protect the minority in each of the prov-
inces, and they are extremely jealous when-
ever that is interfered with. My personal
reason, a8 I have stated already, for asking
for this delay was to place ourselves dn a
position to prevent the charge being made
in the future that we had acted precipi-
i “and- that we had .thrust upon the.
Province a system of schools without giving
them the opportunity of at least saying
whether they would ocome down one step
from the position they had teken in
order . to relieve the Dominion Par-
liament from inflicting wupon them
Dominion legislation which might prove of
very great danger to the provincial autono-
my and at the same time to the peace of
vhis country. What I object to more par-
ticularly in the remarks of my hon. friend
is the doubt of the sincerity of those with
whom he has been aseociated for some years,
and in that respect I have to thank the hon.
member for Toronto for the remarks he
made, and I have to say this to him, that
if. my Upper Canadian colleagues think pro-
per through fear—of which I can safely say
it is a quality they do not possess—to retire
from the government on account of this
question, if my health remains asitis I
shall try and fill the pesition with gentle-
wen who hold views on this and other im-
portant questions in acoordance with my
own. The hon. gentleman said further—
and it is for this thep I thank him —that he
doubted whether if they gave remedial
legislation one of them would ever come
back to the house, or ever be elected. If
that be the case—and probably it is—so
much the greater is the credit that should go
to men who take their political life in their
hands with defeat staring them in the face,
and come down and say, “I will do
justice to that hon. gentleman’s co religion-

ist in the Dominion while I have the power
to do so.” In my letter to my hon. friend
expressing regret at receiving his resigna-
tion—for no one regretted it more thanm I
did, and what I considered to be the ex-
treme course he had taken—I used this
¥ “All your oolleagues being
pledged to support a remedial measure to be
introduced by the government, securing to
the minority of Manitoba the rights and
privileges of which the Lords of the Im-
perial 5rivy Council declared they had been
deprived, should, I venture to say, have
been accepted by you as a gnarantee of their
sincerity.” [ am sorry to find from his
langnage to-day that he has not that confi-
dence in those pledges which they have
made. I say for my colleagues—and I reit-
‘erate it for myself —that the pledges that we
have given as public men will be carried out
for life—if life lasts, and we are enabled to
do it by the majority in the parliament
of Canada. What the Manitoba gov-
ernment say under that order is thav
they will not grant the full measure
of what they conmsider to be the de-
mands made by the remedial order
the Manitoba government to inquire as to
the actual meaning of their answer to the
remedial order, while the Miniater of Agri-
culture maintained that it would be
a& humiliation to enter into negoti-
ation with a government which, aceording
to his interpretation, had insulted the
Dominion government be declaring that they
did not understand the question when they
passed the order. Sir Mackenzie maintained
that this was a matter of opinion, and deal-
ing with grave questions of a constitutional
character, such & this, it was not well to be
too particular in putting interpretation on
any language. He was glad to know that
letters and telegrams had been received
from varioue parts of the country expressing
approval of the moderate policy the govern-
| ment had adopted. Sir Mackenzie closed
‘with an eloquent appeal fqr toleration, in
which he declared that unless men were
allowed to enjoy their.own religious belief
and chose to dwell in peace and unity with
 their neighbors, they would never succeed
in making of Canada the great country shey
desired it to be.” He expressed his con.
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viction that the moderate thinking men of
the country would come to the conclusion
that the government had pursued a proper
course in the interests of Canada. He re-
winded the houee of the familiar ssying,
‘ While the lamp holds out to burn the
vilest sinner may return.” He hoped Mani-
toba would adopt a conciliatory position,
and that the Dominion parliament, sfter
all, would mot be oblig:d to pass remedial
legislation,

which they have received. Now, they ooccu-
Py tbat position, and I will repeat what [
said before, and I appeal to every man who
holds any opinion on this matter, who feels
that from a conscientious point of view it is
his duty to strain every nerve, who be-
lieves it is & duty to himself, to his children
and his God, that he should be enabled to
teach his children the religion which he him-
self fosters, whether it would not be better
that they should have those concessions
made by Manitoba than to be forced upon
them by the Dominion parliament. There
are all the difficulties, there are all the an-
noyances, there are all the obstructions that
will be constantly thrown in the way of car-
ryiog it out, as instanced in the very order
from which, if they prooceded with them-
selves, you would be relieved Havirg
quoted tne language which in his opinion
warranted the opinion that the province
was holding out the olive branch, he con-
tinued : There is not a Catholic with
whom I have had any conversation in any
way that asked to havea system of schools
established in that province that would be
in any way inferior to those of the pub.

lic schools, or what some people call
Protestant schools. They are quite willing
to have properly certificated teachers; they
are willing to have a proper inspection of
these schools wherever they receive public
money ; they acoept the principle thav the
public should know how that is expended,
whether properly or improperly ; and, while
we bave placed within the power of the par-
liament of Canada all the authority to go
the full length of their positions, there is
nothing in that to prevent us accepting, nor
is there anything to prevent those who are
urging the re-establishment of separate
schools accepting,. a medium course, pro-
viding it meets the wishes of the people
who are demanding them. I take it for
granted that all the Roman Catholics who
desire to have separate schools require, firat,
the right to establish separate schools ; sec-
ondly, to be relieved from taxation in sup-
port of public schools when they support
their own schools; thirdly, to be enabled
and to have the power and authority o
teach morals and religion as they under-
sband it in those achools, and that vhey shall
in addition to thabt partake of a distribu-
tion of the public funds npon some prin-
ciple based upon e¢quity. Bubt the full
management of their schools is all, I take it,
that a reasonable man and the most earnest
of them who are demanding it have ever
asked me to give, and that far the govern-
ment of which I am the head are prepared
to go if the parliament of Canada will sus-
tain them in case they do not accept a fair
measure of relief from those. who are in the

-intereat of peace andharmony, of this coun-

try giving it to them. It isnot a question
as to whether we should go into .an investi-
gation of the position of the schoelg prior to
1890, I say on behalf of my government we
have nothing whatever to do with them,
What we have to decide is, whether the
minority have been deprived of their right,
and if they have been deprived of their
rights, whether under the decision of the
Privy Council we should give them back
those rights and establish such a system of
education in that province as will meet the
reasonable requirements of the demanders
of separate schools, providing that there
should be beyond peradventure in any
sysbem whioch might be called in an
efficient answer to the charge of illiteracy
and all that kind of evils. That is
the position I take. I would reject, and re-
ject at onoe, any atfempt to appoint a com-
mission. It would be utterly useless ; but I
would approach the Manitoba Legislature
with a declaration that they are willing to
discuss the matter, with the simple propo-
sition: *‘ Are you prepared to restore Sep-
arate schools under such a system as will
ensure their efficiency and a release from
taxation to support other schools ¥’

After recess, Sir ‘¢ Bowell con-
tinued his remarke, dealing with the answer
from Manitoba to the Dominion government.
He then compared the declaration made by
the government with the counter proposition
submitted, and left it with the House to
judge whether there was a material differ-
ence between them. The House would ob-
serve that there was just this differerce be-
tween the two. The government affirmed
that they would send a communication to

WINNIPEG WIRINGS.

WinNipEe, July 18. — (Special) — The
attendance at the Winnipeg industrial ex-
hibition to-day was pnotiufly nil, owing to
the heavy rain storm which set in early this
morning, A half holiday had been declared,
but owing to the storm all special attrac-
tions and races were postponed till to-
morrow,

Arthur Johnson, of Barrie, Onb., charges
a man named Jones with obtaining money
under false pretences. The acoused has been
arrested. Jones and Johnson travelled here
from Barrie together, the former represent-
ing himself to be a prosperous farmer, and
borrowing considerable c¢ash from Johnson.
The Tribune to-night intimates that the
Nor’Wester newspaper is ehortly to disap-
pear from the journalistic arena.

At the joint Patron-Prohibition conven-
tion here, the following resolution was car:
ried most enthusiabi : *“*Resolved, that
this convention is unalterably opposed to
any change in the present school system of
Manitoba.” i

The reeves and representatives of the
maunicipalities of Manitoba met here this
evening, when resolutions were passed that
both the local and Dominion. houses be
memorialized to have crown lands made
liable for taxation from the time the land is
entered upon or the first payment ia made.

The jury which i investigating the death
of J. B‘l Torrance at Rossland, examined the
premises and body and gathered up bix
papers and bottles. The general impres-
sion is that death was due to an overdose
of chloral. ‘

CONTRABAND CHINESE.

Derrorr, July 17.—For a.long time the
customa officials have suspected that OCbi-
nese were being smuggled across the. border
in aleeping cars. The suspicion wag.verified

‘'were

last night when some important,
made on the arrival of a Wagner car across

the river from the Grand Trunk railway.
Io having been switched to the Wabash
road, Division Superintendent Chamberlain,
of the Wagner Co., entered the car sccom-
panied by Special Treasury Agent Wood
and Inspector Carney. he conductor,
Frederick R. Lincoln, of Buffalo, and the
porter, Charles McLaine, of Chiesgo, were
obliged to permis the officers to inspect the
berthe although they protested that there
wasa woman in the state room. [In this
compartment they found four Chinamen
with Herbert Johnson. The conductor and
porter were arreated and the Chinamen
wenb to jiil in default of $1,000 bail.

SEIZURES OF SEALERS.

The matter of the seizure of two B. C.
sealing tchooners, the Carmolite and the
Willie Gowan, having been brought up in
the House of Commons on the 4th inat. by
Mr. Davies, P.E.L,

Mr. Prior said : As the matter now under
discuesion is one of great moment to every
pereon in British Columbia, concerned, as
that province is in the sealing industry, in
which a large number of men are employed
and a large smouat of capital is invested, I
may be allowed to say a' few words on the
subject before ua. . First of all, I wish to say
that I am very glad indeed my hon. friend
from Queen’s (Mt, Davie:) has seen fit to
bring vhis matterup. I am glad not only
speaking for myself but also on behalf of the
other members from British Columbia, that
this matter has been brought up by a gen-
tleman holding the high position that he
doee in Her Majesty’s Opposition, and who
has manifested on this ocoasion such great
fairness towards the government and aleo
o the members from the Pacific coast. Some
people might ask perbaps : how is it a Brit-
ish Columbia member did not bring this
matter before the house? All that I can
say is that we did not do it for ome very
good reason ; and that was we did not see
what good it would do, since we were in con-
stant touch with the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and on all ocoasions were told how
matters were going. We were allowed
to know as much as he could possibly tell us
and we felt thabt the interests of the sealers
were looked sfter as well as they possibly
could be. With regard to the seizures
themselves, as the hon. member for Queen’s
has said, anybody who takes the trouble to
read all the correspondence in the blae-book
will see that they were perfectly unjustifi-
able in the cases of these two schoomers.
The Russian commission sets that forth with
no uncertain sound. That makes it very
difficult for the owmers and the sealers
themselves to understand why it is no deter-
mination has been come to with the Im-
perial government, and why it is compensa-
tion has not been paid. Of course, from vhe
explanation made by the Miniater of Jus-
tice, it is easy to see that these things can-
not be done in a day, or a month, or perhaps
8 year, where two large powers are contest-
ing over a matter of this sort.” The Do-
minion government, I firmly believe, has
done all it could, and it .is most satisfactory
to hear that stated by an hon. member of
the opposition. The British Colambia mem-
bers, who are supportera of this government,
might well make that statement, but it
comes with much greater force from hon.
gentlemen on the other side of the house.
In regard to the treatment of the crews, I
think all must agree that it was most in-
hospitable, and. I think we may say it was
cruel. There may be a differencs of opinion,
considering that the evidence of the two
captains was not exactly the same, but one
who kaows anything of Russian treatment
of prisoners or anybody else, can see that
perhaps the treatment they meted out
to these captaine and orews was not
what a Britisher wounld think was quite
kind treatment. This matter of compensa-
tion being withheld is a very serious one to
these men,and I am sure that the whole
bouse must wish to see a final settlement ar-
rived ab as speedily as possible, I trust the
bon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries and
also the Minister of Justice will continne to
press upon the government, as we ses they
have done hitherto, the necessity of a ig:ody
settlement, not only of thiese claims, but of
any other.claims that are still unsettled. I
think it is a pity, to say the least of it, thap
the Imperial government, in their wisdom,
have seen fit to refuse permission to this
government fo publish-the-evidence and the
correspondence that has taken place. It is
very hard indeed to make men who are in-
terested in a case like this, iv is very hard
to make sealers believe that as much as
possible is being done for them, unless they
ocan see some documentary proof of the fact.
Now that there is & new government in Eog-
land, I hope the matter will not be shelved
by them for what they may oconsider more
important matters. The Minister has just
etated that Lord Rosebery’s government
were most {air about it and did all they

bly could, and I only trust the present
mperial'{oevemment will take the matter
up, an fore another meeting of this
house these sealers who have lost so much
and have been pub to 80 much inconvenience
will be recompensed for the trouble and '
anxiety they have suffered.

THE PITZEL MURDERS.

ToroxTo, July 18.—Owing to a misunder-
standing on the parv of the jurymen as to
the time and place the inquest on the
body of Nellip Pitzel, the younger of the
murdered girls, which was to have opened
to-night, did not proceed. The coroner has
fixed. to-morrow evening for the inquest to
open. Mrs. Pitzel, the wife of the murdered
man, arrived in Toronte to-night by the Cana-
dian Pacific railway from Chicago. Sheisin a
terribly exhausted state, and refused to be
interviewed. The bodies of the two girls
are being made as presentable as poesible,
and if her health permits, she will view
them to-morrow. She is at present at the
Roesin house under medioal care. \

ParuaperrH1A, July 18,—A  French-
Canadian, stoutly built and with black
whiskers, called to-day at the office of W.
A. Shoemaker, Holmes’ counsel. Aftor a
conference with the lawyer, who positively
refused to give the name of his mysterions
visitor, it was atated that the stranger had
arrived here to.day from Toronto and n’y-
that & ocomplete alibi can be proven for
Holmes when the proper time comes.
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