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NOT FORMIDABLD.

The Times heads ite report of the Wed-
mesday night’s meeting in the City Hall
¢ Afraid to meet the people. Supporters
of the Cities’ Government Bill do not appear
%0 defend it.” Whom were the supporters
of the Government afraid to meet? Did
Mr. Rithet tremble at the thought of meet-
ing in debate Mr. Alexander Wilson? Is
Mr, Carey such a formidable opponent that
Mr. Harry Helmcken found it convenient to
leave town rather than tackle him in the
City Hall? Would Mr. Booth rather face
an angry panther than ex-Alderman Lovell ?
Were the other opponents of the Govern-
ment of Cities Bill so well versed in
oonstitutional lore and sauch masters
of logic that they would be sure to demolish
any supporter of the Government who
would have the audacity to appear before
them? One has only to read—if he has the
patience—the report of the speeches of the
¢* representative” men of the Times, to esti-
mate their mental calibre, their political in-
tellgence and their oratorical ability. The
men who could put a greater quantity of rot
and rubbish in the same space would work
a kind of bad miracle. We heartily pity
the unfortunate reporters whose duty it
was to try to put the confused balderdssh
in a shape at all fit to appear before the
public.

It is forvunate, from our point of view,
that those who engineered the meeting had
not sense enough or courtesy enough to in-
vite the members and supporters of the
Government to take part in its proceedings.
The orators of the evening succeeded in
making the cause they advocated ridiculous.
They have by their folly and stupidity done
a8 much to discredit it as the most ardent
supporter of the Government could wish.
The wisest thing that could have been done
was to let these men have their fling. Such
advocacy as theirs would ruin the best of
causes. The only pecple who have reagon to
fear them when they get on the stump are
their friends.

A MONSTROUS ABSURDITY.

The inconsistency of the men who engin-
cered Wednesday niglet’s indignation meet-
ing was simply stupendous. They professed
to be dreadfully indignant because a bill was
introduced into the Legislative Assembly to
give the electors of oities power to make a
temporary change in the way in which the
affairs of the munioipalities are managed.
The electors themselves are to ask for the
change and they are to have the power either
to accept or rejsot it after it is submitted to
them,

The resolution which they drew up

asterted the rights of the citizens to manage
their own affairs in the strongest manner
possible, and characterized the bill which
gave them power to dispense with aldermen
for a time as ‘‘an outrageous invasion of
the rights of ocitizenship.” Yet these same
champions of the rights of the people, these
indignant protesters against any interference
on the part of the Government in the
management of the affairs of cities, drew up
a resolution begging the Dominion Govern-
ment to take charge of the affairs of the
Province without as much as saying * by
your leave” to its inhabitants whom
they would deprive of the right of
self government. The men who would
nobt allow the citizens themselves
to petition Government to appoint Commis-
sfoners to aid the Mayor in managing the
affairs of the city, undertook without au-
thority from anyone to ask the Dominion
‘Government to disfranchise every voter in
the Province and to divest the Government,
which the people only the other day ocon-
firmed in office, of every vestige of power.
Was there ever such incomsistency? Did
ever men pretending to be intelligent make
such fools of themselves? The men who at-
tended the meeting saw the absurdity of
what their would.be leaders had done.
They hailed the absurd resolution with
shouts of derision and passed it amid peals
of laughter.

THE POST OFFICE EMPLOYES.

The citizens of Viotoria are, we are sure,
glad to learn that the difficulty with the
Post Office officiale has been settled in the
way that the representatlves of the city in
the House of Commons desired. Col. Prior
and Mr. Earle have been indefatigable in
their efforts to have the difficulty arranged
in & manner eatisfactory to the clerks and.
carriers. They have always contended for
the provisional allowance, and they
were indignant when it was with-
held. When the employes  were
s0 jll-advised as to strike work the
difficulty of getting the provisional allow-
ance for the officials was very greatly in-
creased. It can be easily understood thav
the Heads of Departments cannot regard a
strike with tavor, and it must have been a
difficult matter to get them to make allow-
ances for the peculiar circumstances in
which the Victoria Posb Office clerks were
placed. Discipline in the public service must
be maintained, and civil servahts must make
up their minds to obey orders
and conform to the rules of the
service. Ordinarily the only alternative
is oconform or resign. The service could
never be maintained in an efficient condition
if it were otherwise, and the public welfare
requires that it be kept in an efficient con-
dition. The position in which the Post
Office clerks were placed, hawever, was ex-
ocoptional, aud their breach of discipline was
80 slight—oessation of work for a few hours
—that it was felt that allowances could be
made for them without setting up a danger-
ous precedent ; so the employes, after some
unavoidable delay, have been completely re-
instated. »

Mossrs. Earloand Prior have done their

duty in this matter from the first. They
protested vigorously sgainst the threatened
withdrawal of the provisionalallowance, and
they were unceasing in their efforts to pro-
oure the reinstatement of the employes and
the payment of the arrears of the allowanoce
to all of them. That they have been suc-
cessful is a matter of no little gratification
to themselves and to their fellow-citizens,
for the clerks and ocarriers had with them
the sympathy of the whole community.

TALBS FROM ARMENIA.

There is a suspicion abroad that many of
the stories of Turkish outrage in Armenia
are gross exaggerations or rascally inven.
tions. It is said that the farther East you
travel the less reliable is the news you hear.
News is manufactured there, not for merely
sensational purposes as it is sometimes in
the Western regions, but to create sympa-
thy. Ibhas been found that some of the
stories that have travelled West are wholly
untrue, and it is suspectedsthat some others
will be proved to be altogether unworthy of
credit. Rev., Dr. Hamlin, an American
missionary in Turkey, the founder of the
Robert College, in Constantinople, has writ-
ten a letter to the Boston Congregationalist,
which contains some statements that show
that there are Armenians in the East who
are doing something infinitely worse than
Inventing blood-curdling stories to horrify
the Christian communities of the West.
The following is an extract from Dr. Ham-
lin’s letter :

An Armenian revolutionary party is caus-
ing great evil and suffering to the missionary
work and to the whole Christian population
of certain parte of the Turkish Empire. It
it managed with a skill in deceit
which is known only in the East. . "
In a widely distributed pamphlet particulars
are given of the aims of the Huntchagist
revolutionary party in Armenia. The
headquarters are at Athens, and it has
branches in every village and city in Arm-
enia. An intelligent Armenian, who
speaks English correctly, assured me that
they have the strongest hopes of preparing
the way for Russia to take possession.
These Huntchagist bands organized all over
the Empire will watch their opportunities
to kill Turks and Kurds, set fire to their
villages, and then make their escape into
the mountains. The enraged Moslems will
then rise and fall upon the defenceless Arm-
enians and slaughter them with such
barbarities that Russia will enter,
in the name of humanity and
Christian  oivilization, and take pos-
session.” When I denounced the
scheme as atrocious and infernal, he replied:
‘“ Europe listened to the Bulgarian horrors
and made Bulgaria free. Europe will listen
to our ory when it goes up in the shrieks
and blood of women and children.” Dr.
Hamlin continues : In Turkey the Huntch-
agist party aims to excite the Turks againss
Protestant missionaries and against Protes.
tant Armeniana, . . All the troubles at
Marsova originated in their movements.
They are ounning, unprincipled and cruel.
They terrorise their own people. . . .
While we sympathize with the sufferings of
the Armenians, we must stand aloof from
such attempts contemplating the destruc-
tion of Protestant missionaries, churches
and schools.

It is to be hoped that the commission of

| which so much has been heard will make a

rigid and an impartial investigation as to
the truth of the reports that have ocome
from Armenia. Its members onght within
a reagonable time to find out whether these
reports are faithful desoriptions of what has
actusally taken place or the inventions of
news manufacturers who have ocalculated
upon making money out of the sympathy
and benevolence of Western Christians. It
is hard to believe that all the reports of
ontrages in Armenia are lies, but it is quite
as hard to realize that they are the unvar-
nished truth. That there is some truth in
them there cannot be a doubs, for there
could hardly be so much smoke where there
is no fire. What almosb everyone would
like to know now is not so much, are these
borrible accounts of Turkish atrocities in
Armenia true, as how much truth, if any, is
there in these accounts. .It has come to be
generally believed that they muast be taken
with some grains of allowance.

AN AUTOCRATIC PRESIDENT.

Mexico has had what may be fairly called
a settled government for the last eleven
years and more. This is because it has been
favored with a President of much more than
ordinary integrity and ability. Porfiro
Diaz's third term of office will expire in No-
vember 1896, and the Mexicans who take
an interest in politics are asking each other
who is to be his sucoessor ?

The constitution was changed to make
him eligible for re-election in 1887, and if
another change is required to make him
eligible in 1896 it can no doubt be easily ef-
fected. The President in Mexico is, as far
as powers and prerogatives go, a very
different personage from the President of
the Unived States. He is really an absolate
ruler. What Diaz says in Mexico is law.
The officials, from the highest to the lowest,
obey his orders; the army is under his
command and at his disposal, and Congress
meets to do little else than register his de.
crees. 8o well understood is it that the
President is master that the Mexican who
presumed to dispute his authority would be
laughed at.

But President Diaz makes on the whole a
wise use of his authority. He enforces the
laws and maintains order. He en-
courages progress and he has ocaused
the national faith to be respeot-
ed. He 1is devoted to his duties
and is said to be honest and disinterested.
The despotic rule of Diaz would not be
tolerated in these Northern regions, but it
appears to be just the sort of Government
that suits the people of the Southern part of
the continent.

Diaz belongs to the native race. He is a

pure or nearly pure Indian. This causes |

him to be very popular in the country, for
the greater part ¢f the population is de--
scended from the aboriginal races. The
President owes very little of his eminence
to the schools, for he did not learn to write
until after he had married his wecond wife.
He has, however, made a good use of his

Wﬂu and can write Spanish well,
and he can make an exoellent speech in that

He rules Mexico with a firm hand, and un-
der him the country has made much pro-
gress. His opponents are, however, careful
how they express themselves. Political
methods are very different in Mexico from
what they are in Canada, and a Mexican
public men would think mapy times and
look well about him before he expressed an
intention to rua’for the Presidency in 1896,

Although Mexico is a Republic the num-
ber of voters is very small indeed. The
population of Mexioco is supposed to be
about twelve millions, but  its
white inhabitante are ocaloulated to
number not many more than half a mil-
lion. The vote at national elections is said
nobt to exceed fifty thousand. The elections
appear to be carried on almost in secrecy.
“Few Mexicans,” we read, *‘ are aware of
the day of voting or of the places where the
polls are to be held. This information is
transmitted to the state governors, who
hold one or more polls, at which cfficials and
a few white land owners cast ballots, The
result is transmitted by the governors to the
City of Mexico.” From this it may be in-
ferred that elections in Mexico are easily en-
gineered, and that any candidate who made
himself obaoxious to the Government wonld
stand a very poor chance of being returned.
Iv is pretty evident that whether President
Diaz is or is not a candidate for a fourth
consecutive term depends pretty much upon
himeelf. If he wants to’ rule four years
longer, there are very few in the country
who are in a position to say him nay, If
anyone would be so bold as to set up as his
competitor, Diaz could, if he liked, make it
hot for him, and the probabilities are that
he would like, Besides, as Diaz stands for
law,order and stable government, it is likely
that there are very many in the country

who would like to keep him in the Presi-
dent’s chair a8 long as he san siv in it. They
know what Diaz is, but they cannot tell
what his successor would be like.

TEACHERS IN SESSION.

The initial regular meeting for 1895 of the
Victoria Teachers’ Institute was held yes-
terday afternoon, when the old question of
re-oonsidering the hour of holding the Asso-
ciation meetings was settled by a unani-
mous vote to retain the present time (2:30

.m.)

P The next question dealt with was the
question of extending the noon intermission.
By the terms of the School Act, boards of
city trustees have discretiodary power to
alter scheol hours so that a recess may be
given from 12 to 1:30, provided the after-
noon session be lengthened half an hour.
The Victoria School Board are about to put
the question to the popular vote of city
teachers and parents of city school children.
Mr. Netherby was éppointed returning offi-
cer by the board, and the ballot papers will
fairly set before the parents all sides of the
question at issue.

A vote of the Association on this matter
was taken, the teachers as a body being in
favor of retaining the present hours. The
chief arguments advanced were three :
Four o’clock in summer is too late an
hour for obtaining good work from tired
children, an additional haif hour at. noon
would mean additional opportunity for ges-
ting into mischief, and the erection of new
schools has made it possible for nearly all
pupils to go home to lunch and return with-
{n an kour.

Mr. 8b. Clair’s paper on the advantages of
physical culture was listened to with
marked attention. It was an able and
scholarly production. A vote of thanks was
tendered to the author, coupled with a re-
quest that he allow it to be published.

The next paper dealt with the law of
heredity, especially in its connection with
the education of the young. Ab its conclu-
sion the house was divided against itself.
Mr. Tait, Mr. McNeill and Mr. Panl
strongly ugheld Mr. Heath’s views; Miss
Cameron, Mr. Muir and Miss Arrowsmith
attacked his theories, questioned their
truth and asked for proof. The discussion
which ensued became pertinent and spir-
ited.

Trustee Marchant (who was present) con-
tended that no child is predisposed to evil ;
Mr. Dallas as dogmatically asserted that all
sinned in Adam,

The question of teachers’ salaries was the
last discussed, and a committee of twelve
was appointed to collect statistios c f salaries
in other places with a view to instituting
& comparison. s

The meeting then adjourned.

Taking advantage of the pewers granted
by the school act the trustee board will next
Tuesday submit to the parents and teachers
the question as to the proposed extension of
the noon recess from one hour to one hour
and a half, with the addition of half an
hour to the afternoon session, Mr.
Netherby, the returning officer, will supply
parents and guardians with ballot papers on
Monday and theee will be retnrnable the
following morning.

SUPPOSED MURDER.

Port BLakELEY, Jan. 10.—The finding of
the mutilated and half cremated remaine of
& well-dressed unknown man near Eagle
harbor on Monday has resulted in an in-
vestigation tending to prove thé man the
viotim of the most disbolical murder
in the history of Kitsap county.
The victim was well dressed and
spparently about 40 years old. Nothing
was found on the remains which would lead
to identification, except two pairs of bow
spectacles, one of steel and the other'a gold
rimmed }nir bearing stamped initials
“C.J.” It is believed the man had been
dead a month or more.

The body was found by Robert
Empett, a farmer living near Port
Blakeley, who was out hunting near the
Gibson place, about two miles from Eagle
harbor. The Gibson place consists of a few
acres cleared, on which stands a dilapidated
and deserted farm house, and near by is a
swall house in ead need of repair.
As Empett crossed the clearing his at-
tention was attracted by an obnoxious
odor from the direction of the hen house,
Inside the house, lying on its back, was the
half decomposed and partly burned body of
a man. The feet had been gnawed off by
enimals and birds, and the hands angd
w‘l}ole right side of the body were burned
awa

the whole head was far gone with decay.
It was apparent that the man had been
taken to the hen house, where his slayer
had evidently built a fire on his breast for
the purpose of concealing his orime by burn-
ing the body.

Dr. Price’s Cream Baking Powder

Awarded Gold Medal Midwinter Fair, San Francisco,

. The fire did not reach his chin, but | Co

First Session of the Seventh Parliament.

THIRTIETH DAY.
THURSDAY, Jan. 10, 1895.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 p.m,
Prayers by Rev. G. Clement King.
Me. KENNEDY introduced a bill to amend
the public school act amendment act. Read
a first time.

VETERINARY PRACTICE. )

Dr WALKEM moved the eecond reading of
the bill to reguiate tha practioe of veterinary
medicine and surgery in British Columbia.
He considered the bill to be in the interest
of the public at large, and more especially of
those who own herds of cattle. e thought
there is no prcfession in the world where
quackery is more extensively oarried on
than in the ©practice of treatin
cattle for disease, hitherto carrie:
on by *‘ know-alls ” without proper qualifica-
tion as vetinary surgeons. The bill provides
that only persons who have regularly ob-
tained certificates of gualification shall be
permitted to use that name. It provides
for the registration of thoee qualified and
the examination of those desiring to be
registered, including those who as farriers
are to a limited extent conversant with the
treatment of ordinary disease, and who, it is
provided, may obtain registration without
baving to pass an examination so strict as
that required by the colleges.

MR SEMLIN, not having had an opportun-
ity of looking into the provisions of the bill,
asked that further consideration be deferred,
and he therefore moved the adjournment of
the debate.

Debate accordingly adjourned until Mon-
day.

y CATTLE BRANDS,

The house went into committee on the
bill respecting the registration of cattle
brands (Mr. Prentice), with Mr. Williams
in the chair.

MaJor MUTTER objected to the provision
against recording marks ** which shall mean
or consist of the cutting off of both ears of
the animals,” because he thought it does
not go far enough, and that neither should
the cutting off of one ear be permitted to be
recorded.

Ho~N. MR MARTIN, a8 one who has had
considerable experience of cattle raising,
explained the wuicessity for a provision
sach as thie, as it often hap-
pens  that ears which have been
branded are froz:n off, and unscrupulous
persons having registered marks consisting
of cutting off both ears have claimed thav
these cattle have their brands. The ears
have also been unlawfully cut off to destroy
the brand, this constituting what is known
as the *‘ rogue’s mark ”

Dr. WALKEM wanted to know how the
Chief Commissioner would like to have
someone coming round his house trying to
catch him so that he could cut off his ears.
He opposed the bill as he considered that
the practicsa ib deals with is altogether
oruel.

Hox. MR. MARTIN—I'd cut your tongue
off if I caught you at that. (Laughter.)

MER. PRENTICE explained that the biil is
in the direction of diminishing cruelty, as
the statute now permits cutting off both
eard.

Ho~, MR. Davie agreed with his col-
league from Cowichan-Alberni that to per-
| mit the cutting off of even ene ear is a piece
of cruelty. He would like o know where
the statute is which permits outting off both
ears, as he considered that any persen who
has inflicted any such unnecessary eruelty
has done it in violation of the criminal law.
He thought the bill in its present shape is
anything but creditable to the person re-
sponsible for it.

Mz. GraHAM considered the bill would
prevent oruelty, by stopping dishonest per-
#)ns from cutting off the ears to obliterate
marks.

Mgz, KENNEDY said*he heard, as he- rose,
someone remark that he didn’t know any-
thing abous cattle, but he could say that he
did know what he saw  about
him. (Great laughter.) He thought
the bill contemplated nothing more oruel
than docking horses’ tails or cutting off the
ears or tails of dogs. Though the member
for South Nanal no is s0 sensitive to-day on
the subjeot of cruelty, he would like to aak
whether that gentleman ever vaccinates
enyone or draws teeth, as physicians some-
times do, inflicting great cruelty. (Hear,
hear !)

Mr. RrTHET thought the object of the bill
is to prevent cruelty.

M=r SwmiTH favored the bill as introduced.

Several amendments were proposed and
negatived, and the clause passed after much
more discussion.

Bill reported complste without amend-
ments.

THE BUILDINGS CONTRACT.

MR. WiLLIAMS, from the committee on
the parliamentary buildings contract, pre.
sented a report asking authority for employ-
ing a stenographer. :

ON. MR, DAVIE thought that the pur-
poses of the committee could be served with-
out the expense connected with the employ-
ment of a stenographer. He suggested that
the sccretary might take down all the
material portions of the evidence in long-
hand, condensing it, as he naturally would,
a8 he went along. .

Mr KrrcHEN agreed with this view.

MR WiLLiams, however, thought that it
would facilitate the business to have a steno-
grapher, especially as the members of the
o;)mmibbee had other demands upop their
time.

Motion agreed to.
COYOTE BOUNTY.

Me. GRaHAM asked : Upon what date
was the bounty on coyotes lowered ? What
reagons were assigned for the lowering of
the bounty ?

HoN. M. TurNER—On the 22ad of
August, 1894 ; because the government con-
sidered it to be too high.

NAKUSP & SLOCAN RAILWAY.

Mz. SEMLIN asked : (a.) Have the gov-
ernment, any information as to the truth of
reports current that the employes (f con-
tractors for the Nakusp & Slocan Railway
Company have large unsettled claims against
the company ? (b') Have the Canadian Pa-
cific railway signed the lease for said rail.
way ? (o) Have the Canadian Pacific rail-
way accepted the line as complete ? (d.)
Have the government allowed the N, akusp
& Slocan railway company to receive the fall
amount of the debentures guarantee ? (e.)
Is there any possibility of the unpaid em-
ployes placing a lien upon the railway ?

shews that there are some claims against
the contractors for the Nakusp & Slocan
railway, but there is no reason for beliovin
that the persons having such claims are in
any danger of losing them. (b) No lease
has been signed beyond the agreement, laid
before the legislative assembly at its last
session. (¢) The Canadian Pacific Railway
mpany on the 31st Dacember ultimo ac.
cepted the road as complete, subjeot to some
trifling deficiencies which canmot be reme-
died until the spring, bus the responsibility
of which the goveroment has agreed to as-
sume to the extent of $3,000. The govern-
ment will either deduct such amount from
the final estimate, coming to the oompany,
or else ‘take satisfactory seourity from them

therefor. (d). The Nakusp & Slocan Rail-

Hox. Mz. DAvIE repiied :—(s). Ioquiry | =

way Company have not yet received the
full amount of the debenture guarantee, but
are about to do so. (e). I do not think that
a lien could be successfully placed upon the
railway.

THE PROVINCIAL BALLOT.

MR. McPHERSON moved the second read-
of his bill to amend the election regulation
acv. Its object, he explained, is to secure
absolute secrecy, so that a ballot paper can-
nob be followed up as at present to ascertain
how anyone voted.

Hox. MR. DAVIE could not agree that
there is-any necessity for such a bill, the in-
security alleged to exist under the law asat
present being much more fancied than real,
whilst the bill now before the house would
entail positive ifjury in another direction.
The secrecy of the ballot cannot at present
be violated except by transgressing the law
to such an extent as to constitute a criminal
offence'; and moreover the ballots after they
are counted and sealed are accessible only to
officers of the gcvernment sworn to secrecy,
and even in their case it isadifficult matter to
get at the ballots without discovery. There
is only ane contingency upon ‘which the bal-
lots may lawfally be subjected to scrutiny,
that being when upon a trial before the
courts the question arises whether or not a
candidate has been returned through the
casting of ballote by persons not qualified to
vote. If the court comes to the conclusion
that unqualified persons have voted, then
their ballots can be removed from the box,
being identified by the numbars placed upon
them. The plan now proposed would prevent
such a scrutiny, no matter what injustice
might result. , The consequence would sim-
ply be that whenever it was discovered that
persons had voted without having the right
to do so, the only remedy would be to void
the election, though’ perhaps those improper
votes might have been cast for and at the
instance of the unsucoessful candidate, and
had no effsct upon the return. The proper
plan, be maintained, is that in force at pres-
ent. The examination of the ballotes which
it makes possible very rarely ocours, in fact
he oould recall ‘only the one instance,
when upon the election in Esquimalt being
contested a judge of the Supreme court
found that three or four votes had been im-
properly cast, and as the result would be af-
fected by this number the baliot papers were

icked out, and without those discarded
gein examined, those remainirg were count-
ed afresh. If a mam were found to have
bribed half & dozen electors it would under
the proposed amendment be impossible to
pick cut their ballots, which by law are
void, and the innocent candidate would be
put to the trouble and expense of a new
election. ~ As he had said before, the objec-
tions to the existing act are more fanciful
than real. The ballot boxes are locked up
in the custody of the registrar of the Su-
preme court, and there they safely remain,
without danger of scrutiny except by order
of the court ; and there being not even a
suggestion that in the past the secrecy of
the ballot box has not been maintained he
would oppose this bill. .

MER. SEMLIN spoke in support of the mea-
sure, because he had found many men afraid
to vote because they thought the manner in
which they marked their ballots could be
discovered.

The question being put, the house divided
evenly, 13 for and 13 agaipst, the votes of
two or three members who came in after the
question had been put and held up their
hands with the * nays ” not being accepted.

THE SPEAKER decided that following the
English practice he would vote for the sec-
ond reading of the bill, to allow it to b fur.
ther discuseed.

Bill read a second time.

ALIENS ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MR. BRADEN moved the second reading of
the bill to prohibit the employment of otner
than British subjects on provincial or muni-
cipal work to bs paid for out of taxation s
and aleo to establish not more than eight
hours as a legal working day. He showed
that the United States have passed similar
laws whereby Canadians are prohibited from
being employed on any state, county or
other municipal works. He argued that the
laboring men ought to bs protected in this
way, just the same as the lawyers, doctors
and others have been by the acts passed. by
the house. He did not comsider that
"the government save anything by aoc-

ocepting outside tenders for public works,
such as the bridge at Ashcrofs, for instance,
becanse these foreigners bring their work.
men with them, and they take out of the
country nearly all the money they earn
wivhout paying any taxes in licenges or
otherwise. He mentioned also the Victoria
city case, where the corporation gave a sew-
erage contrach to a foreigner who brought in
nearly all his workmen and lefo them here
when the job was finished.

THE SPEAKER 8aid he was afraid he would
have to refer the hon, member to the B N.A.
act, seption 91, whereby the matter of deal-
iog with alien laws is reserved for the
Dominion. That part of it, being therefore,
in his opinion, beyond the authority of the

house, he would have to rule the bill out of
order, :

Hox MR. Davie thought that the matter
is by no meaus so clear as wounld first a pear
upon perausal of section 91 of the B.gl’. A,
act, which declares thab the exclusive legis-
lative authority of the parliament of Canada
extends to the subject of naturalization and
aliens, He thought, however, that the
words df that section are mob intended to
have the exhaustive effaot implied in this
ruling ; and at all events this house has in
the past enacted legislation in relation to
aliens quite as much in contravention of
that interpretation of the B N.A. ach as the
bill now before the house can be held to be.
He had looked up ‘the Oatario statute, and
found that such a law as that proposed has

S
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been passed by that province. He instanced
the act prohibiting aliens from serving on
juries, and the bill of his own now before
the house to prevent the names of Chinese
and Japanese being placed upon the voters’
list, as evidence of the assumption by the
legislature of the right to deal with aliens,
and also instanced the law prohibiting them
from holding real estate. ?rhe question of
naturalization is quite a different thing, and
it being perfectly oclear that we have the
power to the fullest extent to deal with
civil rights, we must logically assume that
we have the power to restrict the rights of
aliens just as much as to restrict our own
rights He |did not wish at this stage to
deal with the principle or with the details
of the bill, because in view of a condition of
affairs which at that moment he had in his
mind he thought it questionable whether it
is expedient to enact the bill in its present
shape, though there are some excellent
features in it,

THE SPEAKER said while he ruled the bill
out of order ab the present, he would like
the house to decide upon the point, and
would not complain should his ruling be up-
set. He would bring the matter up himself
in a day or two if no person else did ; and in
the meantiwe the bill might remain in its
present position upon the orders of the
dsy.

PROVINCIAL VOTERS BILL.

Hox. MR. DAVIE moved the second read-
ing of the provincial voters bill, the object
of which, he explained, is to add Japanese
to the list of those who are to be prohibited
from having their names on the voters’ lista.

Mr KiTcHEN wanted to know by what
authority any man can be prevented from
voting if he is a British subject by naturali-
zation or otherwise.

HoxN. MR. DaviE said he thought there is
no doubt about the authority. There is, he
might mention, ab the present time a treaty
io process of negotiation or final ratifica-
tion between England and Japan whereby
after its paseage no province will be able to
pass such a law as this. If therefore we de-
sire to enact such lggislation now is the
time for it.

Mg. CorronN said as he understood it the
position is that the treaty, is already con-
cluded between England and Japan, but up
to a certain time Canada has the option of
saying whether or not she will come within
the scope of its operation. On this point,
he was informed, the Dominion government
is anxious to obtain the views of the pro-
vinoes, and especially of British Columbia,
as the one most directly interested, If
Canada accepts the treaty, her citizens will
have the same rights in Japan as the Japan.
ese have in Canada.

MER. SEMLIN pointed out that this treaty
will not affect Japanese who are naturalized
British subjects.

Bill read a second time.

LIFE INSURANCE.

HoN, MR DAVIE moved the second read-
ing of the bill to secure to wives and chil-
dren the benefit of life insurance. The scope
of the meabure, he Baid, is embodied in ite:_
title. He thought all would agree that a
man’s wife and children are to a large ex-
tent paramount to his other oreditors—for
they are certainly his creditors as well as
anyone else. Unfortunately all men are not
thrifty and provident, and some of those
who sre not unfrequently have their savings
of a lifetime swept away bya sudden blow.
At the present time the opportunities for
securing life ce are much more
favorable than ever before, and & man
insuring his life, as everyone should do, at
an early age has not by any means to keep
on paying premiums for a lifetime. Provid-
ed the amount which a man insures for is
not altogether oub of proportion to his
estate there is no equity at all in preferring
any other creditor to his wife and children,
and the ijeob of this bill is therefore to
authoriz8 a husband either to have his pol-
foy made payable to his wife and ohildren,
or make an endorsement upon its face to
that effsot; which will ensure the amoant of
the polioy being so disposed of. An attempt
'in this direction was made twenty years ago
in the married woman’s property act, but in
a very imperfect way, and while the Ontario
act from which that appears to
have been ocopied has been extended
from time to time ours has not,
until now he brought in this bill. It is
largely a copy of the OQatario act, with a
few changes which he considered are im-
provements upon that statute. The act at
present in force in this province is rather a
snare than otherwise, as many a man who is
unfortunately in debt may think that his
life insurance in the name of his wife or en-
dorsed in her favor ensures her receiving in
the case of his death provision which in
reality a creditor may take from her.

Bill read a second time.

The report from committee on the com-
panies act amendment bill was adopted.

GOVERNMENT OF CITIES,

The house again went into committee on
the bill respecting the government of cities,
Mr. Sword in the chair ; the amendment by
Mpr. Kitchen to extend *he privilege of vos-
ing upon its application vo ail shosé entitled
to-vote for mayor and aldermen being the
matter first coming under consideration.
The amendmens was immediately put and
lost on division.

Mgz, KITCHEN moved another amendment
to the effect that the persons entitled to
vote upon the bill shall be all those who,
under the municipal act, have the right to
vote on money by-laws. His object was, he
said, to make the franchise uniform in all
the cities

HoN. MR Davie asked if the hon. mem-
ber seriously meant o disfranchise all the
electors of Vancouver and Westminster.

Mr. WinLiaMs—That is just what we
want.

fvery.

Hox. MR. PooLEY pointed out that as the
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