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Reids’ Freight
Rates Advance

HE countr_\ has been aroused

from end to end during the
past three days over the action of
the Reid Nfld. Co. in advancing
freight rates all over their system
- on land and sea. The advance
amounts to 100 per cent. in some
cases and the lowest is about 33
per cent. The new rates are the
fullest that can be charged under
their contract. Competition has
hitherto prevented them from ap-
plying the full rates allowed un-
der the Deal of 1898. ' That they
should now apply the full rate in-
stead of being content with a
moderate advance will cause a
great outburst of indignation on
the part of the people which will
make the Company as unpopular
as it was in its ‘most unpopular
past. Nothing but a desire to
grab the last cent possible from
the people in their misery and
during the most cruel devastating
war in history can be the motive
of such an action.

The Government is asleep and
is permitting all sorts of grabbing
by private interests, although the
laws afford ample protection if
enforced. Every conceivable pow-
er for the public protection
against grabbing by firms, indus-
tries or companies was given the
Government at the last session of
the Legislative, .but at no time
since the war ‘started have condi-
tions demanded Government ac-
tion more severely as those now
existing.

It is hard to realize that the
Reid Nfld. Co. are determined to
take from the people their last
ounce - of flesh, and not only flesh,
but the blood also. They have
been receiving since the early
spring 97 cents per barrel freight
for flour from : Sydney to St.
John’s and $1.07 from Sydney to
outports connected with their sys-
tem, as against about 15 cents
prior to the war. Those increased
prices on flour will give them
something like $150,000 for this
season; not being content they
now, just as the fall weather pre-
vents transportatton by schooner,
add extra freight charges that
will enrich them to the extent of
another $100,000. Their extra
grab consequently for this year
\ull amount to something like
$250,000. It should be noted by
our readers that when the con-
tract. was made in 1898, nothing
was. inserted to cover charges
from Sydney to Port-aux-Basques
and the public are entirely at the
mercy of the Company in‘this re-
spect.

Sirc William Reid recently ar-
rived in town from the West Coast
where he has been residing the
past: four months in an effort to
restore @ measure of good health,
and it is regretable to know that
his visit to St. John's should have
been accompanied by an action on
the part of the Company that will
be deeply recently all- over the
Colony- and re-arouse. that spent
of enemtty against the Company
that prevailed in 1900 and 1904.

"public interests.

: A grecﬂi, ander has been made by
- “the full rates under suc
ﬂons nd it wwld he
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well for the Compary to recon-
sider this matter and be content
with one third of what they now
demand.

The people ‘will. hold Sir E. P.
Morris responsible -for this_huge
piéce of grabbing on the part of
the Reid Nfld. Co., for his influ-
ence should have been used
moderate the Reids -demands. Be-
side no man.in this “country' is
more responsible: for the passing
of that Infamous Deal of 1898
than Sir E. P. Morris. His sup-
port of that measure alone made
it possible. His conduct at that
time is what enables the Reid
Nfid. Co. to-day to place an addi-
tional burden of $250,000 on the
shoulders of the people of this
Co]ony.

The other day- the Bouring;
notified the public that they in-
tended to take another $100,000
per month blood money from the
country and we so strongly ex-
posed their conduct as to secure
a reduction of their demands and
they have notified the
that 33 per cent. will be added to
former rates instead of 50 per
cent. as intended. They were
afraid that the people would de-
mand the commandeering of the
Florizel which should be done at
once by the Government.

The Reid Rfid. Co. probably are
not aware that under laws passed
since the war opened that the Col-
ony can commandeer their whole
system or any part of it, and if
the. Gpvernment possessed one
spark of pluck cr independence or
ability, it would at once notify the
Company that unless it reverted
to the old rates that the Colony
would step in and take over the
railway during the war.

Contemptible in the extreme is

a2 man or men that would avail of |
 have stored fish here.

the Empire’s hour of need to en-
rich themselves—but this country
is enabled to realize that such
men exist in our midst, for during
recent months one firm in this
city has made $150,000 additional
profits on flour and pork; another
has made $100,000 on provisions.
Some of the largest and sup-
posedly most honourable firms in

this city are to-day making a clear |
profit of $4 per per barrel on flour |
while |

purchased in June and July,
some firms are selling pork that
they are reaping $10 per barrel
profit on. Yet we passed laws last
spring giving the Government
full authority to commandeer all

be.

The Government is impotent
and useless and should resign. It
is too cowardly to safeguard the
public interests. It is composed
of some men interested in big
grabbing and whose business in-
terests are interlocked in such a
way as to prevent action in
A huge Mass
Meeting will have to be convened
to demand the resignation of the
present moriband and impotent
Government and substitute a Na-
tional Government, that will en-
sure strict protection of the pub-
lic interests. Matters are drift-
ing to a serious crisis and it will
become the duty of the people of
St. John’s to put their heads to-
gether at once and convene a huge
Mass Meeting and pass resolu-
tions embodying the grievences
of the people and demanding the
Government’s resignation. Other-
wise all respect for authority and
law will disappear and the people
will soon have to take matters in
their own hands.

Butter Goes - Up

WO days ago the butter fac-
tories advanced the price of

creamery and oleo 2 cents per 1b.,
making 4 cents advance ths past
two months. Has the Government
sought to discover whether there
i1s sufficient justification for such
advance. We know that stocks of
material sufficient for six months
were purchased prior to any re-
cent advances. Those factories
anticipate higher values for raw
material in the spring and hasten
to grab another 2 cents profit now
because they expect they would
have to adwance prices in the
spring. T ywhole thing is an-
other outrage and a pure robbery
of 2 cents per Ib. on butter.

Still the Premier is asleep and
spends  his _evening  at our
city halls telling yarns and
stories for the pleasure of a couple
of hundred men instead of having
his coat off and workmg till mid-
night every day in an endeavour
to protect the masses from
high handed acts of legalized rob-
bery. This is no timeé for a Pre-
mier to be spending his evenings
telling stories for pastlme Let

him be up and doing or give place |

to those who will.

»

The schr. Edith Marguerite has ar-
rived at Gibraltar after the good run
of 16 days ffrom this port.
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Italy and Our Fish

._IT is: peculiar that Italy should

anmnounce just now that she re-
quired a quantity of dry fish. Why

“was the dpplication deferred until

the whole catch of fish was dis-

pesed of by the preducers? How

18 it Italy did not apply for fish
Surely.! they |
kfiew them as Well as now their
requirements  for their - Armiy.
How is it the Premier during his
trip to London did not interest
himself in such a matter and ap:
proach the Ambassador of the
Italian Government and secure
action that would enable our ex-
porters to dispose of a large
quantity of fish to the I1talian
Government?

The Italidn Government at last
realized that food shortage was
becoming a serious matter and
the submarine menace was a real-
ity and to safeguard itself as far
as possibie from a greater food
shortage next spring when it may
be assumed that the submarine

| menace will become a greater real-

ity so far as Atlantic
goes, they applied through
British Government for permis-
sion to purchase fish here, and our
Premier instead of requesting the
Italian Government to' send its

shipping

tagent and purchase on the spot

and ship direct in steamers, have
invited our exporters to. deliver
fish in Igaly and run all sorts of
risks when everywhere else agents
are on the spot purchasing direct
for the various countries and
shipping direct.

The fishermen will not stand .to
gain one dollar advantage from
the belated action of the Italian
Government. If anyone is to pro-
fit it witll be the exporters. who
Had this
offer been received a month ago
it might have meant 50 cents per
quintal more for-dry fish to our
fishermen. The Government is
asleep or possess no business
ability or cannot have the inter-
ests of the masses at heart. It
was the duty of the Government
to take action in this respect two
months ago. If the people de-
pended on the action of  the
Government of the day in New-
foundland we venture to state

that the fishermen would be starv-.

ing throughout the whole Colony.
Good prices have been realized by
the fishermen because of the  ac-
F.P.U. and the
watchful supervision of affairs by
the Leader of the Union.

The Italian Government can
secure. 100,000 quintals of “dry
fish here if it will purchase on
the spot and ship itiin four or five
steamers during the next two
months. The exporters should
intimate such to the Government
so without delay. The
Government should have done so

immediately on receipt of the dis-

patch from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies.. The proposal as
it is, is not square to the country
or to the exporters. | Italy should
do the same as regards purchas-
ing fish as she is doing in New
York and London in purchasing
war material and food for her
Army. We trust something ef-
fective will result, but it is an-
ather proof of the lack of ability
and interest on the part of our
Gavernment in the administration

| of-the aftairs of the Colony and
' will be accepted by the fishermen
'as a moan from the grave.

Mixed Dough '

HE “learned doctor” of the

Adelaide Street sheet was out
yesterday “mixing it”’ and as per
usual “mixed it” so bad that the
public including the “illiterate and
refuse to: swallow the
mixture.

Instead of telling his
why many of his “special”

readers
1ssues

are absolutely devoid of anything

“special” he trots out ‘what is evi-
dently his one and only argument
—the “rake off” which he alleges
Mr.. Coaker made on flour. To
read The Star man’s tommyrot
one would think Mr. Coaker was
the special gainer in this trumped
up-Rour “special” of ‘The Star.
The public will remember that

Mosdell & Co. were’ very :silent

when their friends—the Coal Bar-
ons—deliberately robbed the peo-

ple of this city when they charged

them $10.80 per’ ton. for coal
which they had been satisfied to
sell for $8.00 two days previous to
their attempt to swell their bank
laborers and mechanics of this
city.. |

Tge Star was also silent
‘he ‘manner .in which Mr. Coaker

forced the Government to com-
ma
¢ity ‘coal dealers and sell it to the
public at $8.00 per ton. Up to

‘date ‘Mosdell hasn’t informed the
_snleng. .

public why he

remained
Wh ? :

frg;;aﬂ

the-

the |
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er the coal supplies of the

farmsh the money to keep him
amusing the public. . If so we
should rather pity him thea cen-
sure him in this respect.

: Just what the price of dough”
per barrél gotito do with the ‘rak-
ing in the dought” on ‘“‘spaeial’:
editions of a newspaper we are at
a loss to understand unless it is

ﬂtﬁt papers are g;ed 'some times,

to f&rap up theft “dough” *when
baked vel‘lly"leth ‘The Star jt
iS a case of more “dough”-boys.

The “doctor” of Adelaide Street
makes a poor,shot when he says

“we gave the public at six o’clock
one day news which they did not
ascertain from The Mail and Ad-
vocate until after three o’clock of
the following day.”

Now what has he got to say to
this: On October the 30th, short-
ly after three o’clock, we publish-
ed two messages dated London,
October 30th, both relative to the
German submarine warfare on
Norwegian shipping. The first
had reference to the actual losses
and ‘the second had reference to
“exciting tales of the blockade as
told by Norwegian captains.”

Both of these messages were
missing from the columns of The
Star on October 30th but they ap-
peared on the evening of the 3ist
just TWENTY FOUR hours after
they appeared in The Mail and
Advocate.

Here, we outdid, The Star be-
cause we were able to give those
messages to the public without the
necessity of running out a “spec
ial.”

We don’t think, we feel certain,
that the thought of issuing a
spcoial in connection with the pos-
sibilities of German submarines
operating off the
Coast—even though it came from

‘one of those despised Yankees—
matured in The Star man’'s mind | ——
rhat’-‘
drawing ig3

when it dawned upon him
this would be a ‘“big
card” seeing the message had a
local complexion. In fact his pro-
gressivism got the better of his
common sense, and taking off his
coat he set'about ordermg every-
body to hustle and help him “set
the town afire” in issuing a
‘‘special” that contained nothing-
special bug  clearly ‘showed a-
special-effort fo ™rake in the
dough” in a special manner.

Does “Doc”
Star’s special ‘dévoted to-a meas-
sage intimatigg that Lord = K-

Shener ‘and-StEf had beérd drowh:! ,
Did he think the people of ;§

ed?
8t. John’s would. be delighted to
learn that sad sérious news?
Could not such soul.sorrowing tid-
ings keep until the evening pa-;
pers reached the public . at the
usual hour? ‘
to announce news that caused the
hearts of the ppople to feel sore
and at the same time proclaim the
triumphs of our enemies?

If there is good news that will

Newfoundland!
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V.—WAR OR DIPLOMACY,"
NOTES CR BULLETS.
IT was not alonge that recognition
of Huerta jnvolved a sanction
of assassination amd-acquiescence
in the legitimacy. of murder as a
substitute for constitutional pro-
cedure. The official existence of
the murderer promised a restora-
tion of the tyrannies of Diaz, a
return of all the old cruelties that
feed hatred and rebellion. Last-
ing peace may not come to Mex-
ico until certain fundamental re-
forms are accompiished that will
give the people land, hope, educa-
tion and justice, and it i5 in this
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cheer and stimulate the people by
all means issue a special; but the
war has produced no ‘worse crim-
inal than he that would endeavour
to trade his specials on a terrified
public, which  anneuncement add-
¢d woes and miseries; which could
well be held over for'six - or ten
hours without m)ur) to the pub-
lic interests.
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 belief that Woodrow W:lson haa

worked and is working.
When Admiral Mayo, as the re-
sult of the arrest of his men by

Huerta officials at Tampico, issued-

a demand for a salute that was in
effect an ultimatum, the President
did not deny support, though mak-
ing it -¢lear that actiopswas lgyel-

Jinsolefif- < usupper

_Vera Cruz was’ occugied not
to compel the salute, but to pun-
icsh for failure to salute, and when

lthis punishment had been-carried

to the point.of Huerta’s  downfall,
the city was returned to the ‘Mex~
ican people.

His policy is one of helpfulness
and hopefulness, and at every
point it aligns justice against bul-
lying, peace against war and de-
mocracy against dividends. = Just
as Mexico- has been the test of
Woodrow Wilson, so is it the test
of the American people. From
first to last, the President has af-
firmed his faith in free institu-
tions, not for the United States
elone¢, but for all nations harbor-
ing the aspiration. He voices the
granite conyviction that a country
has the right to live its indepen-
dent life and he has not failed to
remember that America itself
came to self-government through
years of blood and revolution.

. * ® * ®

With regard to Belgium and the
Lusitantia, they instance, as does;
nothing else, the desperate at-
tempt that is being made.to have
hypocrisy adopted as the govern-
ing principle in our national life.
Not only was the United States
. bound by no treaty that compelled

Amerlcan intervention, but during;
sh from the Bay of Islands Fish-!the whole year that followed not, for the love of killin g? E loodshed
la singie voice was raised in a dz-

mand for official protest. The fu
cruelty of the German ocey e
did ‘not develop for monthsanon
not once did a Republicay -
ber of Congress; or 3 Repu =
presidentials possrblln}
(from  the popular co
the United States
of it

Thg Lusx;&ma Warning-
at bést, ‘and Biuried -
advertlsements, appéared jyust b
‘fore the sailing of the ship &
le\en among those who say l} acnj
cited derision only.- ,
kcivilization made the
credible; and when office seek
insist that “firm actiop” co:ﬁ
have prevented the tr agedy, their
attempt to capitalize the dead ma-l-
not be deséribed except g the
ultimate baseness. o

Two courses gnly
Woodrow Wilson; war or diplo
macy, notes or bullets. He hc];
to peace because peace Promiseq
victories that could be gained b,
war. By virtue of stc cady, yp.
yielding moral pressure. Ge rmar;.
was.compelled to recognize the
rights of humanity ang
of neutral nations, with the result
that internationa] law Temains g
force, that the United States stj]
stands upon the hilltop, hf),J-.
fast to the ideals that are the ho,
of civilization. Belgium
tinues to be fed, the hand of our
ambassador protects the butchery.
threatened thousands of Ar meni
and our peace is the
tral countries,
abyss.. by
vision.

What is it that the militarists
desire that has h;y.
the President’s “note

bllcaq
dissen;
mmangd thy,
‘must keep oye
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Train Schcdule°

The Cross Country Express
John’s Station at

12.30 p.m.instead of 6.00 p.m.

a‘s in the past._
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Men’s Heavy Dull Finish Rubber Boots,

Wool Lined, Jersey Brand, $3.10.

‘Men’s Woonsocket Rubber Boots,

- This Boot is made with the Tap running to Heel and has been the
Standard Boot for more than a generation.

 Our Price $3.70.
MEN S MALTESE CROSS DULL FINISH BOOTS,

Red Top, Natural Grey Sole, a good
First Grade Boot at a2 Mediem Price.

Only $4.50.

Men's Rel and White Patent Pressure Process Rubber Bools,

These are famed the country over and are made from the finest Gum, spemdll} con:
structed by skilled workmen.

Our Price for all Red ts $4. 50 ; for all White $5. 20.

Men s Black P’f‘i’fiﬁ“;_e C.um Rubber Boots

White Sole, Reinforced, RedFoxﬁ\é, Felt Lmed W’e fecommend it.as the Best F 1sh-
ing Boot made, There is none better.,

Our. Prme,

$5 25.

Peo le who have bough¢ this Boot tell us that they get from Twelve to Eighteen
rmonths wear out of them.
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