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esase there 7 and have we not a right to see
that they are conducting it in & most econo-
inioal way and that they are taking it to a
right point, whether to the borders or to Pio-
ton? Who is to supervise all that? It
never entered into my head that they were
to superiniend curves and other Engineering
work : that is left to the propor officer ; but
it is the duty of the House to see that the
monies have been expended faithfully. But
does the Hon. Attorney General tell me that
" we have mnot a right to say Where the Rail
Road ought to go—to Windsor, or to Pictou,
and where it sball stop? No! Itisour
duty to see that the expenditure and route
are for the bestinterests of Nova Scotia. The
@Government may be capable of auditing the
accounts ; but the members of that body are
unot the best Statesmen, mor best acquainted
with the best localities for this great Public
Work. Who ought to instruct them? The
membera of this House.

‘The Rail Road is now 8 fized fact; and
every member must feel anxious to get it into
operation as soon as possible; but on the
members of this House devolves the duty of
selecting the right Track, Some say it should
go by way of Stewiacke to Pictou or Cum-
berland. My own opinion is that it should
first tap the Piotou Mines 80 as to bring their
products to the City. I am not acquainted
with the qualifications of the Engineer~—nor,
indeed, of ths Commissioners themselves.
Onz of them'I have had the honor of know-
ing for 20 years, as an homnest, honorable,
and just man.in all his dealings. He has
made a fortune in the Province of Nova Sco-

- tia and that is pretty good evidence that he
ig fit to manage the public business, but that

i8 no reason why the approval of members of .

* this House should be passed over.

Hon. Provincial Secretary.—If you inter-
fere with their duties you impare their obli-
gatious and cast reflections on them which I
am perfeotly confident are wholly undeserv-
ed. In the Parliament which had just passed
we had the benefit of the experience of a gen-
tleman who enjoys the confidence of the
House and the Country—the advantage of
which . we are now deprived of. In the ab-
wence of that gentleman, it is our duty to
gee, for.the people of this Province that the
greatest surveillance has been exercised over
all the expenditure of the Rail Road, 1t is
certainly true thet the law of the land pre-
soribes certain directions which the Rail
Road is to take; butit is above all things
important. that the people of this country
should know that their Representatives are
in free aud open conference with the Com-
missioners of Railroad and their accounts;
not merely as to what they have donein the
past, and what they shall doin the future
and whether the lines they had selected were
thie best, but the dommittee should report as
regards any modification of the law. I
thiok, Sir, that if the people of this country,

through a Commiittee of; this House, should -
‘bave full communication With the members.
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of the Board and with all the accounts,:tliey
would be more satisfied with carrying out’an
object of such transcendant importance as this:
Mr. MoLellan.—1 think that the commit:
tee of publio accounts -have enough' to-db
without troubling themselves ' with- the Rail
Road; the expenditure of so- much money
ought to be under the examination of a spe.
cial committee.  As to where the Rail Road
is to go, the understanding was_we- should
be guided by New Brunswick. If she- were
to advance we would meet her and if shs
did not, we were to advance as far as suited
our interests. I think it is our duty to ap-
point this committee, and thus accomplish s
tull and thorough investigation. st
Dr. Tupper said that after the remark-of
the Hou. Provincial Secretary, it was due
from him to say that no persun more than
himself could possibly regret that he did not
bring to the House the enlarged intellect and
business tact of the gentlemen - to whomthe
Hon. Provinoial Seoretary had referred, and
who had preceded him in the representation
of Cumberland. While I'am addressing: the
House, Mr. Speaker, I may say that if this
Committee is to be appointed, I trust that its
functions may' be properly understood. ‘I:
trust that if the Railvoad is now to proceed,
—a8, for our own credit it must proceed, this
House will not be denuded of its power of
regulating the route which shall be chosen.
I have no idea, sir, that the Committee now:
to be chosen shall interfere with the question
of cutting down a hill or going round it; but-
I do ask that their duties shall be of a'sab-:
stantial charaocter, The Legislaturehas given
to the Government the power to' construct-
the Railway, and the Government have ap-'
pointed the Commissioners; therefore, as re-
gards the question of accounts, I take itifor:
granted this House will hold both' responsi-*
ble, and neither absolve the one, nor religve
the other. And I trust, Mr. Speaker; it will~
not be found, as has'been asserted in-the’
press, that Cumberland is to be-excluded:
from the benefit of this new accompaniment
of civilization—the Railroad. That we are"
to have it now'is no longer & question. :The-
policy of having Railroads, and' Railroads:hy -
Government, is now settled;- but I'trust, sir; /
that policy may be made subservient -to the:
interests of the country at:large. I :have
been bappy, Mr. Speaker, to hear airamour,
(of which the Government may give us.more.;
information. than I possess, but which I hope,
may be correct,) that the Hon. and learned-
Atterney Qeneral of New, Branswick,; who-
passed through this city a few days ago;- hasy.
tangible proof that New-Brunswick .will;zoon:;
be ready to, proceed with a Railway through.
that Province, to connect us.with our brethren.
there—with the United States and Canadasy
and I hope, sir, that before any minor.mat
ter as to whether the track should go through.

Stewiacke .or Guy's River beitaken into ¢ons

sideration—-the great.question;of. connecting:s
us_with ‘the whole continent should-employ.«

. our’ earnest, attention, . L..approve; ofy: iy

. ‘(}
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