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«sm there f and have we not a right to see
that they are conducting it in a most econe-
tidal way and that they are taking it te a
right point, whether to the borders or te Pic-
tou ? Who is te supervise al that ? It
nover entered into my head that they were
to superintend curves and other Engineering
work : that is left to the proper officer ; but
it is the duty of the House to see that the
monies have been expended faithfully. But
does the Hon. Attorney General tell me that
we have not a right te say where the Rail
Road ought to go-to Windsor, or te Pictou,
and where it shall stop i No ! It is our
duty to see that the expenditure and route
are for the bestinterests of Nova Scotia. The
Government may be capable of auditing the
secounts ; but the members of that body are
not the best Statesmen, nor best acquainted
with the best localities for this great Public
Work. Who ought te instruct them ? The
members of this House.

The Rail Road is now a fixed fact; and
every member muet feel anxious te get it into
operation as soon as possible; but on the
members of this House devolves the duty of
selecting the right Track. Some say it should
go by way of Stewiacke te Pictou or Cum-
berland. My own opinion is that it should
dret tap the Pictou Mines se as te bring their
products te the City. I am net acquainted
with the qualifications of the Engineer-nor,
indeed, of the Commissioners themselves.
Oneof them I have had the honor of know-
ing for 20 years, as an honest, honorable,
and just man in all his dealings. He lias
made a fortune in the Province of Nova Sco-
tia and that is pretty good evidence that he
le fit te manage the public business, but that
is no reason why the approval of members of,
this House should be passed over.

Hon. Provincial Secretary.-If you inter-
fere with. their duties you impare their obli-
gations and cast reflections on them which I
am, perfectly confident are wholly undeserv-
ed. lu the Parliament which had just passed
we had the benefit of the experience of a gen-
tleman who enjoys the confidence of the
House and the Country-the advantage of
which we are now deprived of. In the ab-
-unce of that gentleman, it is our duty to
ese ,for the people of this Province that the
greatest surveillance has been exercised over
ail the expenditure of the Rail Road. It is
eertainly true that tihe law of the land pre-.
scribes certain directions which the Rail
Road ie to take; but it is above all things
important. that the people of this country
should know:that their Represeutatives are
in frc and open conference with the Com-
missiopere of Railroad and their accounts;
not merely as te what they have done in the
past, and what they shall do in the future
and whethe Lii.t# e they had selected were
the besi, but the dommittee should report as
regarda any ondifoatio cf tié law. I
tlhnk, Sir, that if the people of this country,
through a Comnimittee'Of'.t ls oi eue, should
b0e fou commuiça eowit 'hejéùmbM

of the Board and with al the accountpthey
would be more satisfied with carrying ouùifâï
object of such transcendant importance gas this

Mr. MeLellan.-I think that the comif
tee of public accounts have enough: toedo"
without troubling themselves with theRail
Road; the expenditure of so- miuch money
ought to be under the examination of -a spe-
cial committee. As te where the Ràil Roa'd
is to go, the understanding was we, should
be guided by New Brunswick. If she eri
to advance we would meet her and if shé
did net, we were te adv.ance as far as suited
our interests. I think it is our duty te ap-
point this committee, and thus accomplish:ai
full and thorough investigation.

Dr. Tupper said that after the remark ,of
the Hon. Provincial Secretary, it was due
from him te say that no person nùore* than
himself could possibly regret that he did not
bring te the louse the enlarged intellect and
business tact of the gentlemen te whom' the,
Hon. Provincial Secretary had referred, and
who had preceded him in the representation
of Cumberland. While I am addressing the
House, Mr. Speaker, I may say that'if this
Committee is te be appointed, I trust that its
functions may be properly understood. I,
trust that if the Railroad is now te proceed,
-as, for our own credit it must proceed, this
louse will not be denuded of its power of
regulating the route which shall be chosen:
I have no idea, sir, that the Committee now,
to be chosen shall interfere with the question
of cutting down a hill or going round it; but,
I do ask that their duties shall be of a sab-
stantial character. The Legislature has givenw
te the Government the power to construct
the Railway, and the Government have ap
pointed the Commissioners; therefore, as re-
gards the question of accounts, I take it for
granted this House will hold both"responsi.V
ble, and neither absolve the one, nor relieve
the other. And I trust, Mr. Speaker, it will
net be found, as has-been asserted in the
press, that Cumberland is te be -excluded
from the benefit of this new adcompaninient
of civilization-the Railroad. That we are
te have it now is no longer a question. The
policy of having Railroads, and, Hhilroadà by
Governiment, is now settled; but I trust,'sir;
that policy may be made subservient to 'the
interests of the country at lai.ge, I ,have
been happy, Mr. Speaker, te, hear airnowr,
(of which the Government may give rusmoe,
information than I possess, but which I hdpp
may be correct,) that the lion. andlearned-
Attorney General of New Brunswigh, who
passed through this city a few days ago nas;
tangible proof tiat New-Brunswick will soonI
be ready to, proceed with a Railway thropighý
that Province, te conneet uswith ourretire4
there-with the:United, States and, Qanada;
and I hope, sir, tiat before any minorzmte i
ter as te whether the trackshould go tiroughj
Stewiacke ,or Gay's River beltaken in coft) Q
sideration.- «the great questiontof connec4
us with the whole con t
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