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Firing at the Farmers* Platform
Hjr way of rent reel with the abusive 

inxlhml of I hr Financial Time*. of Motiirrel. 
therr le I he calm assumption of jMS-iol grsv 
ily with which I hr Financial pool. Of Tor 
onlo handle* thr Farmers' Platform Kaye 
thr Kin* nr ml Port, aa aohrrly aa a judge on 
thr hrorh, delivering judgment >—

Aal4e fraa *11 thr whbk irpanli to 
fa**r ef I to eetlrr ef m*4rrmt* pv*te«tto* 
**4rr whlrk • *»*H» totoi* 
aa4 whtrh ha* tore Ito awwa. lahre to we# 
ttrellr ever* yeee* reaelrv le arrerr Ito 
rrraim toaegt freei Ito 4rrrtowerel ef It* 
aal towel rreaer*** a*4 to [>*•■<*»I raw aaelrr 
Ml* free ewteg to fwrtge *«k*top* far Ito 
toer«l of ferrtee la tor, l tor# I. the very 
prerltral petal that ,'**»H* • ealleeal teree# 
{• tarirlr went throeyh «tot.#* ee Import* 
How will I hie lareer to 4m»«l to at##t oer 
he** war debt If Ito tarif te eetrrtallr re 
•lorr-l or atollatodt

Thr fanerrs tor* wad# ee prerltral *e* 
■reltoea to Ihte Street le»

Thr forrfomg drhvrranrr from the Finan 
rial Poet ia like a amokr errren Mown out to 
rovrr the actual ail nation, disguising it. if 
not ronrroline it. In reply to that passage 
thrrr are errerai thing! to hr mid A few 
of them will he mid here briefly.

Kirat, the protect ioniat ay at cm in thia coun
try ia not "moderate."

Second, it ia an unjustifiable amumplion 
that lowering the tariff will lower the 
rerenue from the tariff; «périmer has 
proved that it ia more likely to inrrcaae the 
revenue (and without damage, it may be 
aaid incidentally, to the just right* of any 
wideawake, energetic Canadian manufact
urer.)

Third, it ia not a «juration of raiaing rev
enue in such volume a* waa raiard in the 
time before the war hy the tariff; a vaatly 
greater national revenue will he needed.

Fourth, it ia not true that "the farmer* 
have made no praetieal auggeationa" for rain
ing that revenue. There i* art forth in the 
Farmer*’ Platform a eonatnielive policy. of 
direct taxation, the practicability of which 
haa been proved, both in Créât Britain nn«l 
in the Vnited Statea.

The needed war revenue* in both thoae 
eountriew were rained mainly from income 
taxpayer* and profit-paver*. In thia country 
they'have been raised mainly by taxai ion 
upon eonaumption. which weigh* heeviert 
on the poor. Ottawa waa alow in getting 
round to profit-taxing, and income taxe* will 
figure in a budget at Ottawa for the finit 
time next year.

Canadian taxation ha* been very tenderly 
conaiderate toward* the wealthy, but not at 
all aolicitou* about the poor, whom it haa 
burdened unjustly.

A Voice from the East
Among the voice* in the eastern choir of 

iropoganda for protection*»! and high 
I nance, which are now raised in a sustained 
mthem of malediction* against the Farmers’ 
’latform, there comes borne on the b récri
vît h special distinctness the voice of. the 
ilamilton Spectator ronring that "the appe- 
ite of the western grain grower* is shown to 
to so insatiable that a shovel would be neces- 
lary to satisfy it. no matter if the rest of 
'anada starved.”

All that the Farmers' Platform demand* 
s a sfjuare deal, instead of the protectionist 
ivatem which robs the many for thenrofit 
if the privileged few. increasing the'price* 
he farmers must pay for everything they 
iced, but adding nothing to what they get 
'or the things they have to sell.

The Hamilton Spectator was among the

Iwulert of the anti Reciprocity roarer* In 
1911. when the force* of protect Ion torn ami 
high finance prevented the farmer* from hav
ing free arcem for their prndueta to the 
Vnited State* market Ami of course, need 
lean to «ay. the same nwring voire ia now de 
niamligg lustily that the onler in-cimneil of 
February * last, doing away for one year 
with the 27) per rent, tariff tax on farm 
tractor* coating lees than #1.4(10 each, which 
are not made in Camilla, he rescinded im 
mediately, and that the robbery of the farm 
era for the benefit of the Canadian maker* 
of more evjiensitc tractor* he resumed

The Farm Tractor Tax
The fa. la and figure* about the tariff on 

farm tractor* have been fully act forth in 
Tl..- liuide. They are an unansweraMy plain 
Mijeet-lesaon. proving that the eo railed 
National Policy protectionism means organ 
i»-'d industry to the agricultural industry. 
How insolently powerful that privileged ay*, 
lew of injustice haa made itself at the farm 
• r»’ expense ia shown by the manner in which 
the protected interests are mewing their 
«irength for a siege of Ottawa to compel 
the government to deprive the farmer* of the 
measure of relief they have at present by 
order-in council from this tractor lax injus 
lice, and to resume the 271 per cent, hold-up 
in respect of tractor* costing lew than #1.40»

A news dispatch in the |wpera the other 
«lay said:—

Tomato, llrecmhcr IX The To real* hrawrk 
•f the « ana-lia* Manufacturer*' Aaaaelatto* 
•«Is* «tcebtcl to a*k Ito Agrtealtaml Neel Ion 
of Ito Ikaailiaa Manufacturer*' Assaelatloe 
In recommend In the goveraaaeat Ito renters 
lion of the dsty n* tractera.

There ia only one thing to be said about 
thia iniijuitou* .h-uiand for a re imposition of 
the tax on light tractor*. It should Ire aa a 
trumpet call to the farmer*. It should bring 
home to them forcibly the need of increased 
organization and ro<i|e-ralion mi that they 
make the most of their |iolitiral |«ower as a 
means towanls eejual rights for all and spec- 
ial privilege for none

How To Get Results
The various express co«n|>anie* of C*na«la 

have presented to the Itoarrl of Railway Com- 
miwion.-rs a unit'd «lemarid for jrermiwion 
to iner«*aa<- their ratim. Their complaint is 
that they are not able to carry on businnm 
and make a profit at present charge*. If they 
an- permilt.d to increase their rates, all 
dealers who ship hy express will increase 
their priées to «-over the increased exj.rrw 
charges. All these increases will lie j is seed 
along to the consumer, who can pas* them 
no further, but must pay them out of his 
own | Kick el. This is one of the plainut ap«l 
simpb-at lessons in «««• onomies, and illnatrate* 
to the farmer just exactly where he stands 
in relation to the <-o*t of living.

When the railway companies are not mak
ing enough money they go to the government 
an«l get an increase in freight *n«l pnam-ng>-r 
rates, *n<! eonae«juently become prosperous, 
lier*use the people of Canada foot the hill.

When the manufacturers are not making 
enough money they go after and usually get 
from the government an increase in the 
tariff, which allows them t«> increase the *e|. 
ling price of their good*. When the hanks 
are not making enough money they have it 
in their own power, without even asking the 
government, to increase their - harg-s, and 
the additional charges are paid by the peo

ple. When the steamship line* want mors 
' m r. .» tt.eir freight rates with 

•mi asking anybody's permis*!an. aad the in 
r a*c. arc added to the cart of the goods 

which they carry eed are paid hy the con
sumer

It ia the simplest ami the easiest matter in 
it,. w..rld for all the*# greet commercial 
organizations in get on to a heaie of pram 
penty hy sim|dy increasing their charges 
either wit# or without perm mourn of the go* 
ermnent All im-reward roots are eventually 

" eoeaumrr and aelcr into the eoet 
mg This in. -*t of living is

paid 1 unaumrr. whether he lives in
■ r In re on the farm

Hy no means now known ran the farmer 
in Western Canada inrrcaae Ike prie# ef 
grain or livestock. n<> matter what it may root 
him to |iroduee it. lie must (dare it upon the 
world's markets an«l take whatever he raa 
get fur it. If the price ia low and not profit
able. the only way the farmer can live ia hy 
lowering hi* standard of living, lie will he 
compelled to eat cheaper food, buy cheaper 
clothes (and wear them longer than usuifl), 
and luty les* of the luxuries and comforts of 
life for himself and hie wife and hia children 
There is only one hope for the future pros
perity of agriculture, and that ia to bring 
down the root of producing hie crop* to the 
lowest jmsaible figure

The methods by which thia can be done are 
«- « .mi m the Farmers' Platform They com 
prise reductions in the tariff, which will re
duce the cost of practically everything the 
farmer ha* to buy ; public ownership of rail
ways and steamahip line* which will reduce 
the ««ist to the public of the service rendered 
by these utilities Other planks In the Farm 

i'Ialform aim d Hrastly si
reducing the cost of living and improving the 
social life of the country.

Hut none of these reforms will he accomp
lished unless the farmers afe organised and 
well organised, eo that they ran present a 
united front anil have laws enacted which 
will give them a s«|tiare deal

For Justice In Taxation
< om|>nnaon between Canada'■ fiscal policy 

•luring the war ami the jiolirie* of Orest 
Britain and Vnited State* reveals an extra
ordinary contrast While Orest Britain and 
the I'nilcfl Stales, like every other country 
involved in the war, except Canada, have 
raised their taxation revenue* during the 
war mainly from taxation of property and 
income, war-time taxation revenu#* in Can
ada have been mainly raised from taxation 
on consumption. In other words, aa was aai«l 
in an article of The Guide of last week, while 
it is true that direct taxation haa been in
troduced in Canada to some degree, the fiscal 
(mlicy of this country has spared capital and 
its earning* at the ex[•#»*# of the great mass 
of the producers and consumers.

This state of affairs is one which demands 
the clow attention and consideration of every 
Canadian who i* concerned in the national 
welfare, and who is awake to hia duty aa a 
citizen of giving thought to the «jueetion of 
Canada's future fiscal poliey. For nothing 
can lie plainer than that the necessities of 
the after the-war period will re«juire that 
the («rineiple of direct taxation I»# nut into 
operation in Canada in a decidedly larger 
measure than that in which it has been pul 
into operation thus far.

A contrast of m«»numentally massive pro
portions is disclosed to view when the figure* 
of taxation in Great Britain and in the


